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AN ABSTRACT

This article provides basic information on the Patriotic War of 1812, which is an important page in the
history of not only Russia, but also the whole of Europe.

Having entered into a series of "Napoleonic Wars", Russia acted as a defender of monarchical Europe.
Thanks to the Russian victories over the French, the global revolution in Europe was delayed for some time. The war
of France and Russia was inevitable. Thus, on June 12, 1812, Napoleon gathered an army of six hundred thousand
troops, crossed the Niemen River, and invaded Russia. The Russian army had a plan to confront Napoleon. The plan
was developed by the Prussian military theorist Ful, and approved by the Emperor Alexander 1. Ful divided the
Russian army into three groups. The first was commanded by Barclay - de - Tolly, Bagration; and the second and the
third by Tormasov. Ful suggested that the army gradually retreat to a fortified position, connect, and restrain the
onslaught of Napoleon. In practice, however, came a catastrophe. Russian troops retreated, and soon the French were
not far from Moscow. The plan of Ful failed completely, despite the desperate resistance of the Russian people.

The situation demanded decisive action. So, on August 20, the post of chief-of-staff was taken by Mikhail
Kutuzov, who was one of the best students of the Great Alexander Suvorov. During the war with France Kutuzov
proposed a startling phrase: "In order to save Russia, Moscow should be burned." The Russian troops would give the
French a decisive battle near the village of Borodino. There was a great slaughter, known as the Battle of Borodino.
The fight was brutal, with lots of casualties on both sides. A few days later, at the council at the village Fili, Kutuzov
decided to retreat. On September 2, Moscow joined the French. Napoleon hoped that Muscovites would bring him
the key to the city. It would not be so. The deserted city of Moscow met Napoleon not quite solemnly. The city was
burned, together with its barns storing provisions and ammunition.

The occupation of Moscow was fatal for Napoleon. He really did not know what to do next. The French
army was every day and every night harassed by partisans. The War of 1812 was a truly patriotic one. Confusion
began in Napoleon's Army; its discipline broke down with soldiers getting drunk. Napoleon stayed in Moscow until
October 7, 1812. The French army decided to retreat to the south, a region which had not been ravaged by war. The
Russian army gave battle to the French near Maloyaroslavets. The city was caught up in fierce fighting, and

Napoleon was forced to retreat to the old Smolensk road, the one on which he had come. Fighting near Vyazma,



Krasnoe and the crossing of the Berezina River put an end to Napoleon’s war. The Russian army drove the enemy
from their land. On December 23, 1812 Alexander I issued a manifesto about the end of War. The Patriotic War of
1812 ended, but the campaign of the Napoleonic War in Europe continued until 1814.

The Patriotic War of 1812 was an important event in Russian history. The War of 1812 caused an
unprecedented surge of national consciousness among the Russian people, who had resolutely defended their
homeland. The Russian people confirmed their courage and heroism by their sacrifice for the Motherland. A lot of
names have been written in the history of Russia and will be forever remembered: Mikhail Kutuzov, Miloradovich,
Dokhturov, Rajewski, Tormasov, Bagration, Seslavin, Gorchakov, Barclay - De - Talley, Ermolov. These certainly
do not include many still unknown heroes of the Patriotic War of 1812 and many forgotten names. The War of 1812

was a great event and a lesson that we should not forget today.

Key words: Patriotic War, Napoleon, Kutuzov, Alexander 1, Borodino battle, guerrilla movement.



THE PATRIOTIC WAR OF 1812
Andrey Sedov*!

In September 2012 Russia widely celebrates the 200" anniversary of the Borodino battle, which
was the most impotent event of the Patriotic War of 1812 and one of the most heroic pages in the
history of Russia. The victory of the Russian people over Napoleon, who was considered one of the
world’s greatest military geniuses, and who, at the moment of his attack on Russia, was crowned with
an aura of omnipotence and infallibility, struck the imagination of contemporaries as well as their
posterity. The victory gives the Russian people great pride, and for others it remains an unsolved
mystery, especially for the formidable warning — “Don't go to Moscow!” Therefore, the storm of 1812
again and again attracts the attention of researchers and still retains a number of eternal themes for
historical research. The story was called “The Russian Iliad” by her contemporaries. The greatest
number of researches has been dedicated to this war in comparison with other events in the 1000-year
history of pre-revolutionary Russia. Specifically more than 10,000 books and articles have been written
about the war of 1812, and this is still not to mention a great many parts it occupies in the writings on
Napoleon, which in 1908 included 200,000 titles and since then have grown considerably. Among the
most objective sources are books by E.V. Tarle, The Year 1812, and N.A. Troizkiy, 1812: The Great
Year of Russia.

The victory of 1812 created pride and confidence, as well as shook the heart and caused
excitement in the entire Russian society. The year 1812 is connected the first revolutionary impulse in
the history of Russia — the uprising of 14 December 1825. This is not just because some of the
Decembrists in 1812 raised the weapons for Russia against Napoleon, but also because, in 1825, they
raised their weapons for Russia against Nicholas. The mighty impulse which had given victory to the
Russian people now responded to the awakening of revolutionary consciousness.

Not only the Decembrists but also A.S. Pushkin, the great Russian poet, were related to 1812.
The poetry of Pushkin represents in itself a happy, proud consciousness of a powerful moral force of
the native people. Without 1812 Pushkin would not have been what he was, and would have talked
about Russia in much the same vein as he said about it when it was under Peter the Great: “He knew
her purpose”. But not only Pushkin, but also the Russian intellectual culture and Russian national self-
consciousness received a powerful impetus in the terrible year of the invasion.

The Positions of Russia and France at the Beginning of the 19t Century Cause of War

The aggressive policy of Napoleon led the opposition to France by the European powers,
including Russia, which took part in the Russian-Austrian-French War of 1805 and the Russian-
Prussian-French War of 1806-07. The Peace of Tilsit of 1807, which was forced upon the Russian
government, could not solve the Franco-Russian conflict; the treaty was, in fact, a long-term truce.
After the military defeat of Prussia in 1806 and Austria in 1805 and 1809, Russia remained the only
great power in the Continent of Europe, which stood in the way of Napoleon for world domination.
Napoleon's expansionist policies in Europe (by then the French Empire had exerted power over
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Holland, the Hanseatic towns and the north-German states up to river Elbe, including Oldenburg, the
Duke who was a relative of Alexander I, and others) testified to the incessant aggressive ambitions of
France. There existed economic differences between Russia and France. The Continental blockade, to
which Russia was forced to join in 1807, was extremely disadvantageous to her, and led to a sharp
reduction in Russian foreign trade, gold leakage and the fall of the ruble. In 1810, this tariff war
between Russia and France started. Since the end of 1810, Napoleon had begun to prepare for war with
Russia. Napoleon was preparing for the Russian campaign with great care, seeking to ensure a quick
victory over the Russian army. He created the so-called "Grand Army", in which there were about
610,000 troops and 1,372 guns, and more than half the troops were allies of the French — Prussian,
Austrian, Bavarian, Saxon, Italian, Polish, Spanish and other nationals.

The Russian government was aware of the threat of war and sought to delay its onset.
Benefiting from the military and economic difficulties of Napoleon, in particular the war in Spain,
Russia used her diplomacy to delay the beginning of armed conflict and create a more favorable
environment for Russia's foreign policy by signing the Bucharest Peace Treaty with Turkey (May) and
the secret treaty of alliance with Sweden (March 1812). Moreover, Russia had managed to increase the
strength of her army consisting of 23 infantry divisions, 10 cavalry regiments, 8 and 6 horse-battery
artillery companies, bringing the armed forces (including the irregular troops) to a troop strength of
900,000, including field forces of about 500,000 people. Since a significant portion of the troops was in
Moldavia, the Crimea, the Caucasus, Finland, and the interior, by June 1812 only about 240,000 troops
with 934 guns could be concentrated on the western borders. These forces were part of the three
armies, the 1% Army of General M.B. Barclay de Tolly (127,000 troops) unfolded on the Russia-St.
Petersburg area in Lida, the 2" army of General Bagration (45-48,000 troops) located between the
south of the Niemen River and the Bug River in the direction of Moscow and the 3™ army under
General A.P. Tormasov (43-46,000 troops) stationed in the area of Lutsk, covering the Kiev area. A
separate corps of General P.K. Essen (18,500 troops) located in the district of Riga. In addition, in the
rear areas near Mozyr and Toropets were the corps of Generals P. Moller-Zakomelsky and F.F. Ertel.

The Correlation of Forces

By 1812 Napoleon had 1,046,567 men under arms in various parts of Europe. He threw 647,158
troops and 1372 guns for a war against Russia. Napoleon's army recruitment system inherited from the
French Revolution. This was the most advanced for that time, the system of universal conscription.
During the early years of the reign of Napoleon, the French industry certainly took a major step
forward in time. In addition, Napoleon mobilized economic and financial resources of a number of
vassal states for the war with Russia.

And yet the French army exceeded the Russian army (and any army of the time) not so much in
material as in social terms. It was a mass army of a bourgeois type. It did not know any cash barriers
between soldiers and their officers, or a senseless drill or discipline of the cane, but was strongly
conscious of the equality of civil rights and opportunities.

The fighting quality of the "Grand Army" was not homogeneous. Most dominant in martial
spirit and bearing was the Corps of Marshal Devout. The main striking force of Napoleon's Imperial
Guard consisted of both old soldiers (who had been in the army since 1805) and younger ones (who
were recruited in 1810). Military discipline of the “Grand Army” was considered exemplary in 1812.



The French infantry from the time of the Revolution used a new way of fighting introduced by
Napoleon so that the soldiers fought “to the highest point of perfection”.

The Command of the “Great Army” in 1812 was considered the best in the world. No army had
such a constellation of military talents. Of the 18 marshals Napoleon still had with him in 1812, 11
went with him in the campaign against Russia. The most prominent of them was Louis Nicolas Devout
(1770-1823), the commander of the 1% corps of the “Grand Army”. The forces of the “Grand Army”
were especially severe, because they were conducted in Russia by Napoleon himself, who was
recognized by contemporaries (including feudal monarchs headed by Alexander 1) almost unanimously
as the most brilliant commander of all times and peoples.

However, Napoleon's army in 1812 had serious weaknesses, which had detrimental effects on
its patchy structure. French soldiers consisted of less than half of the army; the rest were foreign troops
who were notorious for desertion, looting, and pillaging. It was discipline that in general severely
suffered at this time (except that of the Guard); it had little resemblance of perfect military discipline,
for which Napoleon's army had always been famous. Thus, the concern about the number of soldiers of
Napoleon's Grand Army hurt its quality. The weakest of all the weaknesses of the army was a
progressive decline in morale.

Russia at the beginning of the war could resist Napoleon's army of 317,000 men with a
448,000-strong army, which was divided into three separate corps. The 1% Western Army numbered
120,210 soldiers and 580 guns. It was stationed in the area of Vilna and covered the St. Petersburg area.
The 2" Western Army, consisting of 49,423 men and 180 guns, was located near Belostok and covered
the Moscow area. The 3™ Western Army, consisting of 44,180 men 168 guns, was concentrated in
Lutsk and covered the Kiev area.

The main problem of the Russian army was not that it was small in number, but rather that it
was based on a feudal system of acquisition, maintenance, training and management. The Command of
the Russian army, as it should be under feudalism, was not comprised of men recruited on the principle
of ability but that of birth. They were recruited exclusively from the nobility. The Russian generals in
1812 were burdened not as much with home-grown nobility as foreigners. Alexander | trusted the
generals with foreign names than Russian ones. The vices of the feudal system affected combat training
of the Russian army as well as material support. The biggest problem was the lack of weapons — both in
number and in quality.

After Austerlitz the Russian army had been rebuilt in the French manner; that is, its
organizational structure was based on that of Napoleon I’s army. It also relied on Napoleon's military
experience. Inferior to the enemy in some components, the Russian army was equal to or even excelled
the former in others. It was also no less combat experienced. The Russian soldiers always had the
courage, stamina, and endurance. They were also superior to any enemy in terms of bayonet attack. The
Russian commanders who saw combat at the outbreak of the war in 1812, while generally inferior to
Napoleon, were actually talented generals and not alien mediocrities with high birth. They could match
the marshals of Napoleon in terms of military capability. The first in a series of such generals were
Barclay de Tolly and Bagration. Mikhail Bogdanovich Barclay de Tolly (1761-1818), a descendant of
the Scottish nobles, was the commander of the 1%t Army. The 2" Army was under the command of
Prince Pyotr Bagration (1765-1812).

So insofar as combat experience and the quality of higher officers were concerned, the Russian
army in 1812 was almost equal to that of Napoleon. In two respects, it was certainly superior to the
enemy. Firstly, it was the national army, more homogeneous and cohesive than the army of Napoleon,



and secondly, it had a much higher morale: the Russian soldiers were inspired by the patriotic mood,
hatred of the invaders and the desire to liberate their country from them, win or die.

On the eve of the war new statutes and regulations for the Russian army were issued, which
reflected progressive tendencies in the art of war, in particular the tactics of the columns and extended
order. Foreseeing the inevitability of war with France, the Russian military figures (M.B. Barclay de
Tolly, Bagration, P.M. Volkonsky, P.A. Chuykevich, etc.) and some foreigners in Russian service (L.
Wolzogen, D. F. Saint-Prix, d'Alonvil, K.A. Ful) had developed and offered Alexander I their own
strategic plans. Some of them expressed the possibility of being drawn into a protracted and disastrous
war for Napoleon in the vast expanses of Russia, away from French bases. Most of these plans came
from the recognition of the overwhelming superiority of Napoleon's army in manpower and equipment
over the Russian army. However, Alexander | adopted the plan of Ful, whose idea was to relocate the
1%t Russian army to Drissa camp on river Western Dvina, where it had to stop the enemy, whereas the
2" Army was to stab him in the flank and rear area of Volkovysk.

In general, the Russian army in 1812, with all its shortcomings, had more dignity. As Engels

said, it bore the "seal of the more developed Institution of civilization in the country” (1.T.11, s.483).
But Napoleon's army was stronger. Given the balance of power between Russia and France, which took
shape in 1812, Napoleon could count on success. He had provided all purely military factors for this
success. However, he did not consider the circumstance, which was, in fact, to decide the outcome of
the war; this was that the army, together with the entire Russian people, would resist the invasion.

Plans of the Parties

Having set a goal to force Emperor Alexander | to peace, which would be favorable to France,
Napoleon believed that the royal power in St. Petersburg after a few revolutions of the palace in the
18™ century could not be strong. The best version of his plan was that the first decisive blow of the
“Grand Army” could force Alexander I to begin peace talks from fear, on the one hand, of the French
invasion, and, on the other, a new palace revolution. Along the shores of the Niemen River, Napoleon
said to A. Caulaincourt: "Less than two months, Russia will ask for peace.” Thus, Napoleon hoped for
a brief war, and all the forces were grouped before the Niemen. The strategic calculations of Napoleon
at the beginning of the war lay in defeating the Russian armies in separate border battles, not allowing
them to unite. Napoleon made the decision to go to Moscow in Smolensk, after Barclay and Bagration
joined together and went on to Moscow.

Napoleon's plan was as follows: from the "Grand Army" (infantry 492,000, cavalry 96,000,
engineers 20,000, siege of the park, etc.) more than 440,000 troops were in the first line to the Russian
border, and the remaining troops (more than 160,000 troops) were located in reserve between the
Vistula and the Oder. Napoleon concentrated his main force in three groups: the left under his direct
command (218,000), the central under the command of the Italian Viceroy E. de Beauharnais (82,000)
and the right under the command of Jerome Bonaparte King of Westphalia (78,000). These troops were
covering the attacks to encircle and destroy parts of the 1% and 2" Russian Armies. On the left flank in
the vicinity of the Riga was Prussian-French corps of J. MacDonald (32,500) and on the right flank was
the Austrian corps of K. Schwarzenberg (34,000): they would together attack the 3" Army.

In 1811, in Russia there were plans for war with Napoleon. The first and most radical plan was
proposed Barclay de Tolly: "In case of his (Napoleon’s) invasion of Russia the enemy should be forced
to get away from its operational base and entrapped in the interior of the country, and then, with the



saved troops, prepare for him, at least in Moscow, a new Poltava".? Considering possible offensive and
defensive war, Barclay de Tolly developed a new strategic plan, which was approved in March 1812.
Option “A” was designed to “cut, surround and disarm the forces of the enemy, located in the Duchy of
Warsaw and the Prussian kingdom”, and then to go forward to meet the main forces of Napoleon.
Option "B" was planned "to extend the war as long as possible” and "after our retreat always to leave a
devastated land" until the transition to the counteroffensive. And so, the Russian side, until the day of
Napoleon's invasion, did not, and most importantly, was not able to, determine the direction of the
main shock of Napoleon. This accounted for the dispersion of armies to simultaneously cover three
directions: generally the country’s military actions would depend on those of the enemy. The
indecision of Alexander, the overabundance of his advisers and inconsistency in their lines, and the
absence of a sovereign chief hampered the preparations for war and aggravated the danger of the
approaching storm on Russia.

THE RETREAT OF THE RUSSIAN ARMY FROM THE NIEMEN RIVER TO SMOLENSK

On June 12, Napoleon's army, without a declaration of war, passed the Russian frontier on the
river Niemen near Kovno (now Kaunas). Alexander | attempted to stop the hostilities and to avoid the
war. For this purpose he sent from Vilna (now Vilnius) to the French outposts the Adjutant General
A.D. Balashov with his personal letter to Napoleon. However, the mission failed. On June 25,
Alexander signed a manifesto on the outbreak of war with France.

And so, three groups of corps of the "Grand Army" rushed from the Niemen River to the East.
The main group was led Napoleon himself on the road to Vilna against the army of M.B. Barklay de
Tolly. The Russian army did not immediately have any reciprocal movement. On June 27, Alexander |
ordered Bagration to retreat to Minsk. Just an hour after the Russians had left Vilna, the French avant-
garde entered the city. On June 28, Napoleon could already sum up the results of the Vilna (Vilnius)
operations. For three days he had moved 100 miles. On June 29, Napoleon dispatched the cavalry corps
under the command of Murat, infantry corps and two divisions of the corps of Devout. These troops
were to overtake the army of Barclay and tie its operations down until the arrival of the main forces of
Napoleon. At the same time, Devout with three infantry divisions and a cavalry corps of E. Grushi was
ordered to go to Minsk to block Bagration on the north path from uniting with Barclay, and Jerome
Bonaparte with a corps of Yu. Ponyatovsky, J.-L. Regnier and D. Vandam had to strike Bagration from
the south and surround his army.

The Russian command guided by an earlier decision started the withdrawal of troops into the

country. The 1% Army, which was out of the blow that Napoleon had intended to inflict on it in the
Vilna district on July 8, reached the Drissa camp. However, Ful’s intended defensive and offensive
plan had to be canceled because the position at Drissa was unsuccessful. The 2" Army could not come
on time to the area scheduled for interaction with the 1% Army. On 14 July, the 1% army left the army
camp at Drissa and started moving towards Vitebsk. The Corps under General P. X. Wittgenstein (over
20,000 troops) was ordered to cover the areas of St. Petersburg. Alexander 1, who, as the commander-
in-chief, was with the 1% Army, saw the failure of his plan approved by Ful. Not wanting to take
responsibility for the inevitable further retreat, he left the army on July 18 without appointing a
successor. Barclay-de-Tolly, the Minister of War, had to assume the functions of the commander-in-
chief. He received information that the 2" army could not go to Vitebsk, and with the rearguard battles

2 Poltava is a city located on the Vorskla River in central Ukraine. It was the base of a distinguished regiment of
the Ukrainian Cossacks and was also famous for the Battle of Poltava in 1709, when Tsar Peter the First defeated the
Swedish.



he took the 1% army to Smolensk on August 1. The 2" army of General Bagration departed from
Minsk, and while heading towards Bobruisk, still engaged in a stubborn rearguard battle with the
superior forces of the enemy, who tried to surround and destroy it. An attempt of the 2" army to break
the enemy line in Mogilev with a view to connecting with the 1% army had failed on July 23, but
Bagration, skillfully conducting retreating maneuver, reached Smolensk through Mstislavl and on
August 3 joined the 1% army. Both armies, together, had only 120,000 soldiers against 250,000 in the
main forces of Napoleon.

BATTLE OF SMOLENSK

On August 3, the 1% and 2" Russian armies joined forces. The soldiers of the two Russian
armies greeted Barclay and Bagration with enthusiasm. All were convinced that the war must now go
in a different way, and that the retreat was over. Under the pressure of such sentiments, even cautious
Barclay, contrary to his own beliefs, admitted the possibility of more drastic action. The Russian
soldiers felt obliged to defend Smolensk. Napoleon knew this and therefore also expected the Battle of
Smolensk. Barclay soon realized that the battle was now impossible.

As has been pointed out, at Smolensk Napoleon concentrated 250,000 people, while in both
Russian armies there were only 120,000 soldiers. Napoleon decided to close to Smolensk to take it, and
thus cut off the Russian troops from retreating to Moscow. Indeed, the French succeeded for some time
in their offensive against the regiments of Bagration and Barclay. The road to Smolensk was covered
by the 27" Infantry Division of Neverovsky Dmitry Petrovich (1771-1813), which consisted mainly of
new recruits. It seemed that this barrier would be easily overcome by the "Grand Army", especially by
the vanguard of Marshal Murat's famous cavalry, which was nevertheless coping with a serious
resistance this time. Murat was able to knock out the 27" Division of Neverovsky from its occupied
position. But the Russian soldiers did not flee. They were retreating in good order on the road to
Smolensk and settled in the woods. The trees significantly hampered the action of the enemy cavalry.
Mostly former peasants, the new recruits who were led by General Neverovsky stubbornly mounted
their violent attack on the three corps of Murat.

But Smolensk was also now in danger. It was defended by about 15,000 soldiers of Rajewski
against the main forces of Napoleon's army which were moving closer. An experienced captain,
Rajewski realized that Smolensk could turn into a fortress city, and it would be possible to protect it for
a long time with a small force. The city was fortified by a strong stone wall, in front of which the
inhabitants dug ditches. Smolensk was attacked by the corps of the successful French Marshal Ney.
Simultaneously, the French artillery began to barrage the city fortifications. However, Rajewski stayed
all day.

At night Smolensk was reinforced by the main forces of the Russian army. Now the corps of
General Dmitry Sergeyevich Dokhturov (1756-1816) assumed a leading position in the city. The
artillery under the command of 28-year old General Alexander lvanovich Kutaisov (1784-1812) acted
brilliantly. The gunners stood to the last. The Russian artillery inflicted huge damage on the enemy.
The next day, Smolensk was surrounded by the most powerful enemy corps of Marshal Davout, Ney
and Murat. The French began the general assault. The city was in flames. In spite of the fact that this
assault was repulsed, Barclay de Tolly, after some hesitation ordered the Russian army to begin a
retreat toward Moscow. He reasoned as follows: first, the French had a significant numerical
advantage, and the Russian army was not sufficiently prepared for a decisive battle; and, secondly,



Napoleon could get around Smolensk in the east to block the Russian troops. Then they would be in a
burning city, as if in a trap, and would be destroyed. The historians still debate whether Barclay was
right in ordering the retreat. The troops were retreating in good order. Covering the retreat, General
Konovnitsyn ordered his soldiers to burn a bridge over the Dnieper, making it more difficult for the
enemy to advance.

Napoleon entered the burning Smolensk. In this battle he lost about 20,000 soldiers (the Russian
army’s losses were almost twice as less) and did not achieve a decisive victory. Russian troops were
not defeated. They continued to retreat to Moscow to be replenished with fresh forces. "The great
army" melted away. Many associates advised Napoleon to stop any further advance to the east, and
instead go to Belarus and stay there in the winter quarters. But Napoleon needed a victory in the
"pitched battle™ to defeat the Russian army. So he ordered his troops to move on to Moscow.

The situation of the Russian army was serious. It was retreating from the western borders of
Russia. Moscow was only a little over 200 miles away. But the grumbling of soldiers grew louder: how
long to continue the retreat? The fray between cautious Barclay de Tolly and resolute Bagration who
insisted on an immediate transition to the fighting increased the difficulty.

And only then, Alexander I, who had been watching the event from Petersburg, knew that the
situation required the appointment of another chief. He must have the necessary experience in
managing large-scale military operations and have high authority among the people and the army. That
commander could be only Mikhail Kutuzov. On August 17, 67-year-old General Kutuzov arrived at the
location of Russian troops. Soldiers enthusiastically welcomed the new commander-in-chief, who was
famous in many battles and campaigns.

THE BATTLE OF BORODINO

The Russian army was 125 km away from Moscow. Here, near the village of Borodino,
Kutuzov decided to give the French the decisive battle. The staff officers looked for a long time for a
convenient place to fight and finally made the field of Borodino their choice. For this there were
several important reasons. Firstly, through Borodino went the new and the old Smolensk road. Taking
this route as the defense, the Russian army could block Napoleon’s move to Moscow. Secondly, in this
field it was relatively easy to take a strong position thanks to a few natural defenses. The right part of
the field covers the river Kolocha; in the center there is a height; on the left, lying near the village of
Shevardino, is a big hill; and on the Old Smolensk road there is also a big hill. The Russian army
hastily began to strengthen all these key points. Structures were erected on the Kurgan heights and
Shevardino hill to serve as bases of batteries of artillery. The strengthened strategic high grounds
received the names "battery of Raevsky" and "Shevardino redoubt”.

On August 24, the French troops approached the Borodino field. As an experienced military
leader, Napoleon saw the weaknesses of the Russian position. The Shevardino redoubt was far ahead. If
the French managed to take it, the whole left flank of the Russian army would be open, because behind
the Shevardino redoubt there were no fortifications. Then Napoleon could overthrow the left wing of
the Russian army and win the battle.

Kutuzov understood the inconvenience of this position and ordered the start of the construction
of new fleches and land fortifications behind Shevardino, south and west of the village of Semenov.
The construction of Semenovsky fleches just started, when the 35,000-strong French force attacked
from two sides of the Shevardino redoubt. It was defended by 12,000 Russian soldiers led by General



Andrei Ivanovich Gorchakov (1779-1855). His task was to hold out the French until the construction of
Semenovsky fleches was completed.

180 guns at the redoubt fired incessantly, hoping to throw off the French attack, but eventually
the defense failed and the French managed to break into the redoubt. However, they were soon driven
out by the fresh Cuirassier Division that had just arrived. Before nightfall a detachment of General
Gorchakov engaged in fighting and went into the new fortifications only on the order of Kutuzov.

Thinking about the upcoming battle, Napoleon was hesitating between two options of warfare.
Marshal Devout had advised him to avoid the main forces of the Russian army on the old poorly
protected Smolensk road, quickly reach the city of Mozhaisk, where the roads to Moscow converge,
and cut off the Russians from the way to the capital. In the end, Napoleon, fearing that once again
Kutuzov would avoid battle, chose another option. He decided to attack the left flank of the main forces
of the Russian position — Fleche of Semenov — to break through the defense of Russian troops there,
push them to the River Kaloche and destroy them. At the same time the brunt of the French army had
to be accompanied by a supporting attack at the center of the Russian position, the height of Kurgan, as
well as the onset of the French Corps of General Poniatowski along the Old Smolensk road to
Utitskuyu height.

Kutuzov took into account both these possibilities. On the right flank and center, he placed the
troops of the 1 Army under the command of Barclay. Over the field height the Infantry Corps under
General Rajewski was placed. The left flank of Semenovsky fleches should be defending the 2" Army
of Bagration (Semenov fleches were called "Bagration™). Finally, at the left edge of the field, near the
Utitskiy mound Kutuzov stationed the corps of General Nicholas Tuchkov, who was to cover the old
Smolensk road. But most importantly, Kutuzov had a large reserve, which he could use when
Napoleon's idea became clearer.

The battle of Borodino was one of the biggest battles of its time. Napoleon's troops numbered
135,000 with 580 guns, against Kutuzov who had more than 120,000 soldiers and 620 guns. In the
morning of August 26 the battle began with exchanges of artillery fires. Then a surprise attack by the
French infantry corps of Eugéne de Beauharnais captured the village of Borodino, deployed the
artillery batteries there and led bombardment of the right flank of the Russian troops and batteries of
Rajewski. However, the Russian artillery-men set fire to the bridge over the River Kolocha and
prevented any further advance of the enemy on this site.

At the same time a huge force of Marshal Devout began an offensive on the Bagration fleches.
But here, Russian gunners stopped the enemy's heavy fire, the French suffered heavy losses, and
Marshal Devout was wounded. The second attack of Devouts corps was repulsed by the 27" Infantry
Division of General Neverovsky. Then Napoleon sent against Bagration fleches his main forces:
infantry corps of Marshal Ney and General Junot, and Murat's cavalry. The French were able to capture
the fleches. Soon they were knocked out by a Russian reserve force, which was sent by Kutuzov; he
saw that this was a blow aimed at the fleches of the main forces of Napoleon. At the same time,
fighting the French almost killed two Russian division commanders: Generals Vorontsov and
Neverskoy.

Along with the third attack on the fleches went on the offensive on the Old Smolensk road by a
corps of Poniatowski, to whom was given the task to overcome the resistance of the Russians near
Utitsky mound and to hit in the rear of Kutuzov. The rapid onslaught of Poniatowski was able to



capture Utitsky mound. In battle the commander of the Russian corps General Nikolai Tuchkov was
mortally wounded. Kutuzov was forced to transfer from the right flank of the Old Smolensk road a
corps of General Baggovut, who stopped the further advance of Poniatowski’s corps and its attempt to
circle the Russian army.

At this time the corps of Beauharnais, supported by a cavalry, led the attack on the battery of
Rajewski. The French artillery fire caused great damage to the defenders of Kurgan heights. The enemy
launched an attack from three sides. On the battery was hoisted the French flag. The situation became
critical. If the French were anchored here, the Russian army would be cut into two, which inevitably
would lead to its defeat. Hence, Generals Ermolov and Kutaisov, who had stood in reserve, rushed with
their soldiers to save the Kurgan heights. It was a hot fight. General Kutaisov was killed, and Ermolov
was wounded. With this great sacrifice the French were driven from the battery of Rajewski. The
French general Bonami was captured.

It was in late afternoon. The French continued persistent attacks on fleches. Seven attacks were
repulsed. Their attempts to bypass the fleches from the flanks were unsuccessful. Napoleon's forces
suffered heavy losses. Finally, Napoleon concentrated on these position 45,000 soldiers and 400 guns
(the numbers were twice as large as those of Bagration) and sent them into the eighth attack. Bagration
decided to resort to fast cavalry counter-attack to disrupt the plans of the enemy. Suddenly, he was
wounded in the leg by shrapnel kernel. After losing the commander the defenders of fleches began to
retreat. Bagration was replaced by General Peter Konovnitsyn (1764 - 1822) who with difficulty
collected the scattered pieces of the 2" Army and formed them up again outside the village of
Semenovskoe.

Napoleon was about to place the guards in action to build on the success and defeat the Russian
army. Seeing that the French could break through the Russian positions, Kutuzov placed troops the
Ataman Platov's Cossack Corps and the Cavalry Corps of General Uvarov on the left flank of the
enemy. Russian cavalry, passing north of the village of Borodino the River Voina, appeared on the
flank of the enemy, threatening his rear. The French troops started to panic. Napoleon immediately
canceled the order he had given to the Imperial Guard to enter into the battle. "I cannot risk the last
reserve of three thousand miles from Paris," he said.

Kutuzov won by this bold maneuver during the the furious attacks of the French from various
spots. General Konovnitsyn and General Dokhturov managed to put in order the parts of the 2" Army
retreating from the Bagration fleches, and save them from the difficult situation and defeat. After that,
Kutuzov ordered Uvarov and Platov to retreat to their original positions.

Two hours later the attacks of French resumed with renewed vigor. At this time, their main
target was the battery of Rajewski. The French managed to capture the Kurgan heights. But they could
neither break through the Russian positions nor break the Russian army. Kutuzov commanded troops to
form up in battle formations behind the Kurgan heights. Attempts to dislodge the Russians from the
village Semenovskoe by cavalry attacks were in vain. After some thoughts, Napoleon decided not to
again attack the Russian troops and ordered his forces to cease active operations. By the end of the day
of Borodino battle was over.



Who Won?

On the one hand, Napoleon managed to capture all Russian positions that been strengthened:
Bagration fleches, and the battery of Rajewski and Utitsky mound and the village of Borodino. The
battlefield was left for the French. Therefore, Napoleon declared that he had won.

On the other hand, Napoleon did not reach his primary goal. From the outset, the French
emperor tried to force the Russian army into a general battle, to break it, and thus decide the outcome
of the war. The idea of Napoleon was not realized: he could not defeat the Russian army. It remained a
formidable force. In addition, the "Grand Army" suffered heavy casualties: more than 58,000 soldiers
were killed or wounded. The damage was terrible and irreparable.

The Russian army lost about 45,000 soldiers and 29 generals who were either killed or
wounded. Among them were prominent generals such as the commander of the 2" Army, General
Bagration, together with Generals Nicholas and Alexander Tuchkov who were brothers, and many
others. In fact, the second army ceased to exist; battle formations of the Russian troops were greatly
upset. And Napoleonic army, in spite of the losses, remained a dangerous foe. From the West came the
fresh forces to it. A new battle could lead to the defeat of Russian forces. Therefore, Kutuzov ordered a
retreat. He waited for the arrival of troops from the militia, but they did not manage to arrive in time.

The Borodino battle did not decide the outcome of the war. But the battle was of great
importance in the war: the defeat of "Great Army" began with Borodino.

Turning Point in the War: Napoleon Occupied Moscow Tarutino Maneuver

Leaving Borodino, the Russian army went to Moscow, with Napoleon’s regiments moving
slowly after it. On September 1, the Russian troops were stationed on the outskirts of Moscow, near the
village of Fili. Here the commander-in-chief Kutuzov had to decide: to defend Moscow or retreat.

It seemed that all required the defense of the old capital. The soldiers and the Muscovites were
ready to die rather than allow the enemy into the city. The loss of Moscow could undermine the spirit
of the Russian army, have a negative impact on the discipline, and raise the defeatist mood. Alexander |
and many generals demanded the defense of Moscow. Kutuzov realized that he could be blamed in the
surrender of Moscow and expelled from the army.

From a military point of view, the defense of Moscow was impossible. First, it was not easy to
locate a defense position near Moscow. Secondly, the Russian army had not received fresh
reinforcements after the bloody battle of Borodino. Thus, for the Russian army being positioned near
Moscow could repeat the defeat of Austerlitz. The Russian army needed time; hence, it moved past
Moscow against the wishes of Alexander 1, the mood of the army and people. Kutuzov had to take a
difficult decision, and he convened a council of war, which was attended by the most experienced
Russian generals: Barclay de Tolly, Bennigsen, Dokhturov, Uvarov, Osterman-Tolstoy Konovnitsyn,
Rajewski and Ermolov.

Barclay de Tolly, who toured the expected position, said that it is absolutely not suited for
defense, and offered immediately to retreat on the way to Vladimir and Nizhny Novgorod. What
Barclay had in mind in such a way was to maintain communication with St. Petersburg and other
regions of Russia. In this case, Napoleon opened the road to Tula and Bryansk, where there were food
supplies and ammunition. Napoleon would have kept in touch with their reserves in the West. The main
forces of the Russian army would be cut off from the troops of Alexander Petrovich Tarasov and Pavel
Vasilyevich Chichagov, who fought in the South-West of Russia.

The Generals Benniksen, Konovnitsyn and Ermolov spoke in favor of giving battle to
Napoleon. But when Kutuzov asked them if they were confident of success, the answer was silence.
Generals Dokhturov, Rajewski, Uvarov, and Osterman-Tolstoy offered to withdraw. Having listened



to the generals, Kutuzov said: "With the loss of Moscow, Russia is not lost. The first duty is to save the
troops, get close to the army, and receive reinforcements. From Moscow, | intend to go to the Ryazan
road. I know, the responsibility will fall upon me. But to sacrifice for the good of the Fatherland, |
order to retreat. "

The sad news of Kutuzov’s decision to surrender Moscow spread throughout Russia. Many
people did not understand the concept of the commander and angrily denounced it. Alexander
demanded an explanation from the commander-in-chief. Seriously wounded Bagration, and having
retreated to the province of Vladimir, did not survive this terrible news about leaving Moscow to the
enemy. But the old veteran commander Kutuzov was convinced of the correctness of its decision.

Why did Kutuzov order a retreat to the Ryazan road? In so doing, he left open all the important
areas: in St. Petersburg, Bryansk, Kaluga and Tula. In fact, Kutuzov was not going to go to Ryazan. He
conceived a deceptive maneuver. After going some distance on the Ryazan road, the Russian army on
the orders of Kutuzov turned to the West, to the Kaluga road, and encamped near the village of
Tarutino. The commander of the French avant-garde, Marshal Murat, who was to monitor the
movement of the Russian army, did not notice this maneuver. When the mistake of Murat became
clear, valuable time was lost, and Kutuzov managed to safely withdraw.

At this time, Napoleon with his main forces in the French army entered Moscow and settled in
the Kremlin. He had been waiting for the delegation of "boyars" who would bring him the keys to the
city, as was many times in the captured cities. Napoleon did not receive any keys from Moscow.
Almost all of the people preferred to leave the city after the army rather than remain under occupation.
Only the sick and wounded people, together with those who had not the opportunity to leave, remained
in the city. Immediately they started to set fire on Moscow.

Fire of Moscow

On September 14, leaving the city, Kutuzov ordered the burning of warehouses and stores of
food, fodder, and part of the ammunition. Kutuzov and Rostopchin independently of one another
ordered to burn selected objects of Moscow, which were mainly made from wood. This meant the city
was doomed for a great fire. But, in addition, the people themselves burned Moscow out of patriotic
motives. Kutuzov and other heroes of 1812 understood the meaning of fire in Moscow as a patriotic
sacrifice. Napoleon could not understand such a sacrifice. His rational mind could not comprehend the
nature of selflessness of the Russian people.

The fire of Moscow dealt a severe blow to the economy, finance and culture of Russia, and
from the political and military points of view, it put Napoleon in a really desperate situation. The
French at that time lost convenience, prosperity, and peace - they fell into a trap. Napoleon could not
stop the looting in the city, which became natural. Fire in Moscow was not favorable to the French,
either from the economic, political or military point of view: "Instead of all benefits they got only a
part, the rest was destroyed by fire."

The Moscow fire was terrible. Burning for a week, it destroyed most of the city’s wooden
houses, as well as the most beautiful palaces and churches and the libraries. The remaining civilians in
the city suffered. Napoleon was forced to leave the Kremlin, when the fire was approaching, and move
to a suburban Petrovsky Palace, where he watched the burning Moscow.

Having come to Moscow, the French army, as Kutuzov had predicted, was in a trap. In spite of
not stopping fires, the French soldiers and officers were involved in looting: they walked in the city and
robbed wine warehouses. Discipline, which is the basis of the combat capability of the army, had been
largely lost. All attempts to restore order were unsuccessful. The city ran out of food stocks. The
Intendant Lesseps, who was responsible for the supply of the “Grand Army”, complained to Napoleon



that he faced shortage of bread and flour. It became clear that the capture of Moscow did not lead to
victory, but rather threatened to result in complete demoralization of the army.

In Tarutino Camp

Meanwhile, the Russian forces built up strength in Tarutino Camp. The fresh reinforcements
flocked here from all over Russia, the recruits underwent military training by experienced soldiers and
officers. From Tarutino Kutuzov kept in touch with the troops of Chichagov in the south and with the
corps of Wittgenstein, defending St. Petersburg, who sent flying guerrillas groups, inflicting dangerous
blows to the enemy.

In October, at the River Chernishne, the Russian army suddenly attacked the vanguard of
French Marshal Murat. The French were upset and hastily retreated, having lost 2,500 people. The
Russians captured the personal baggage of Marshal Murat. This defeat even more greatly alarmed
Napoleon, who sent to the headquarters of Kutuzov the experienced diplomat Lauriston with a proposal
to make peace. Kutuzov courteously received the envoy, but all offers of peace were rejected. "The war
has just begun”, said the commander.

The Guerrilla War

During the negotiations, the French ambassador Lauriston complained to Kutuzov that against
Napoleon's army was a war "against the rules.” Indeed, in Russia flared up real folk, patriotic war,
which did not recognize any "rules”. The War of 1812 was called "Patriotic", because it involved not
only the regular army, but also the entire nation. The most patriotic character of the war was clearly
manifested in the partisan movement. In 1812, there were two guerrilla movements - the army and the
peasants. They developed almost simultaneously and interacted with each other. The commanders of
army units were Denis Davydov, Alexander Figner, Alexander Seslavin; the peasant - Vasilisa
Kozhina, Gerasim Kurin.

Even before the battle of Borodino, General Bagration’s aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Colonel of
Akhtyrsky Hussars regiment Denis V. Davydov (1784 - 1839), offered the use of a small cavalry
detachment in guerrilla warfare behind enemy lines. The brave Hussar officer Denis Davidov was a
talented poet, enjoyed great prestige and affection in the army; he was respected and admired by
Bagration himself. Davydov observed that the Smolensk road, on which Napoleon's troops had
marched from the western borders of Russia to Moscow, was guarded by only a few garrisons in the
cities and every movement of the enemy on it was a convenient target for volatile partisan group.
Bagration immediately reported this to Kutuzov and he gave him a detachment of 50 Hussars and 80
Cossacks for the action in the rear of Napoleon.

A detachment of Denis Davydov began active hostilities between the cities of Smolensk and
Gzhatsk. He attacked the wagon trains that followed from France to the location of the Grand Army,
intercepted the couriers with important messages for Napoleon, and destroyed a gang of marauders,
plundering the countryside near Moscow. Once the partisans of Davydov managed to defeat the two
large detachments of foragers (special units dealing with finding food in the villages) and to capture
more than 150 people. After that, Kutuzov began regularly to send from Tarutino camp the volatile
partisan detachments in the rear of the hostile army. The guerrillas suddenly attacked the enemy and
then rapidly disappeared. By doing so, they caused great damage to the French, while they themselves
suffered slight losses. In addition, the local population, the peasants, helped them.

The partisan group of Captain Seslavin of the 250 Cossacks and Hussars with the peasants, who
knew the terrain, made way through deep forest trails to the old Kaluga road and near the village
Bekasovo promptly attacked a large enemy convoy. The Seslavin missed two battalions of infantry and
the main part of the cavalry, guarding the convoy, and only then rushed into the fray. As a result of the
hot battle the French lost nearly all of the train, 300 soldiers and several officers and one general. When



the main enemy forces under the command of General Ornan arrived, the guerrillas immediately fled to
the woods. The losses of detachment included 40 people killed and wounded.

The largest guerrilla group of General Dorokhov acted between the cities Vereya and Gzhatsk.
It destroyed the isolated bands of marauders and attacked the entire corps. And once the general
decided to attack the city Vereya, in which there was a strong French garrison. The guerrillas were
helped local residents. At night, they opened the city gates, and in the dark the guerrillas destroyed
almost all the French. The loss of Vereya made it difficult for Napoleon to connect with corps of
Schwarzenberg, Oudinot, and Macdonald, who were engaged in heavy fighting in the West of the
country.

In the whole of Russia the brave and resourceful commander of the guerrilla army captain
Figner, which operated in the vicinity of Moscow, became famous. He was a very educated man. He
spoke several languages, including French, German, Italian and Polish. Using this, Figner pretended to
be a foreigner, made his way to Moscow, hired a servant to the French officers and ferreted out military
secrets. At night, he and his men destroyed the scattered bands of marauders, who were hosted in the
vicinity of Moscow. Several times Figner even tried to organize the assassination of Napoleon, but this
plan failed, because the French Emperor was well guarded. In the end Figner had to leave Moscow.
Then he began to smash with his detachment the French reserves that arrived in the city. Figner often
pretended to be a representative of the French command, led the column back to "camp", where they
were attacked by the guerrillas.

Not only the guerrilla groups but also the Russian peasants operated in the rear of the French

army. These peasants rose up in the struggle with the enemy. They saw that the French gave them no
freedom from serfdom, but only ruin and death, and rose up to defend their native land. Often the
organizers of the peasant partisan detachments were soldiers, who had served in the army. They trained
the villagers in military tactics and often organized the entire farming community. Then the leader of
this squad became a village head.

Because of the guerrilla action Napoleon felt very uncomfortable. Even the most violent
measures could not end the guerrilla movement. On the contrary, it kindled a growing resistance force.
In the war with the guerrillas the Grand Army lost about 30,000 soldiers killed, wounded and captured.

The Counterattack of the Russian Army, the Expulsion of Napoleon from Russia and the Battle
at Maloyaroslavets

The French army in Moscow began to starve. The soldiers had to eat horse meat. Napoleon
attempts to make peace with Russia failed, and he decided it was time to leave Moscow. But how could
he do so? The French Emperor knew that going back to the West immediately was impossible, because
the Russian army could attack him. There was a chance of a complete rout. Therefore, Napoleon
decided to ignore the Tarutino camp on the old Kaluga road, quickly attack the Russian army, discard it
and then take stock of provisions in Kaluga and destroy arms factories in Tula. After this, Napoleon
hoped to retreat to Smolensk, sit there in winter quarters, and continue the war in the spring. In
October, the French army came from Moscow to the Kaluga road. A short stay of the occupants in the
second capital of the Russian Empire ended.

At the same time the commander of the guerrilla army captain Seslavin was located near the
village Fominskoe near the Kaluga road. Leaving his army in the woods, he hid behind the trees close
to the road, and heard a rumble, which usually accompanied a large movement of troops. Seslavin
climbed a tree and saw that the road was full of the main forces of the French. He noted even the
carriage of Napoleon. Seslavin immediately went to the headquarters of General Dokhturov,



commander of the advance units of the Russian army, and reported what he saw. The adjutant of
Dorokhov hastily reported to Kutuzov about the guerrillas dispatch. Kutuzov said: "From this moment
Russia is saved!" He immediately put an army on alert. The Russian divisions rapidly went to the city
of Maloyaroslavets to intercept the French. Kutuzov decided to give in Maloyaroslavets a battle to
Napoleon, not letting him stay in the southern Russian province and forcing him to "retreat in the
ruined lands along the Smolensk road."”

Walking in the forefront of the Russian army corps, General Dokhturov entered
Maloyaroslavets on October 12. On the other side of the city were parts of the advanced French army
under the command of Bogorne. On the street there was a hot battle. The city's neighborhoods became
the battlefield. This made it difficult for the troops in action and made the battle bloody. Some time
later came the French divisions of generals Delzon and Broussier, and the superior forces of the enemy
dislodged the corps of Dokhturov from Maloyaroslavets. But rushing to the aid of Dokhturov was the
corps of General Rajewski. Delzon’s division was almost completely destroyed, and the general
himself was killed, while the division of Broussier suffered heavy losses. The Russian recaptured the
city.

When the main forces of the French army arrived, Napoleon threw the powerful corps of
Marshals Davout and Ney into action, and they succeeded in capturing the city for the second time. The
further progress was stopped by a brave counterattack by selected parts of the Russian army led by
Generals Konovnitsyn and Borozdin. Napoleon took Maloyaroslavets but could not go further to
Kaluga. His plans failed. Kutuzov wrote to Alexander 1 about the battle of Maloyaroslavets: "This day
is one of the most famous in this bloody war, because the lost battle of Maloyaroslavets would entail

disastrous consequences and would open the way the enemy to our grain-producing provinces."
Realizing that he could not overturn the position of the Russian army, Napoleon ordered a

retreat to the west along the Smolensk road. The enemy began fleeing Russia. The battle of
Maloyaroslavets decided the outcome of the war. Since then, the French army has not threatened
Russia, and at that time it could only hastily retreat from Russian territory. This signaled not just the
death of the "Grand Army"; it also began the collapse of the Napoleonic Empire. The French army was
completely ruined on its way back, especially through the war areas, where it was impossible to find
neither the feed for horses, nor food for the soldiers. Deaths of the horses started. From the famous
Murat's cavalry remained pitiful remnants. On the way the army had to give up the guns, battery boxes,
wagons, and even wounded. Hunger and unrest began in the ranks of the recently powerful and
disciplined army. In search of food scattered groups of looters went far from the road, where most often
became the victims of the guerrillas.

The Russian troops pursued the enemy. Kutuzov distributed and directed his forces for this
purpose: from the East Napoleon was attacked by a strong advance guard under the command of
General Miloradovich, from the North of the Smolensk road the French army was attacked by the
Cossack army of Ataman Platov, and from the West "Grand Army" was attacked by the fugitive
guerrilla groups. While Napoleon’s forces were under attack by those Russian units, the main forces of
the Russian army were moving to the South of the Smolensk road. Kutuzov governed the actions of the
army of Generals Chichagov and Wittgenstein, which was switched to the offensive. At the same time
the Russian commander, while continuing to beat the enemy, sought to save soldiers and to prevent
needless losses. He realized that the main goal had almost been reached, and the French suffered the
most damage from hunger, the cold weather and exhaustion. Nevertheless, pursued by the Russians,



Napoleon had no day of rest, and the French troops now and then participated in small skirmishes and
battles. At Vyazma the vanguard of General Miloradovich and the Cossacks of Platov defeated
Napoleon's vanguard corps under the command of Marshal Davout. Once one of the strongest units in
the French army the corps was turned into a dispersed crowd and was replaced in the rear by Marshal
Ney’s unit which was in a somewhat better condition.

Napoleon went to Smolensk, where he had planned to arrange a winter quarters. It turned out
that there were not enough food supplies in the devastated town, even for the Imperial Guard. The
Grand Army was forced to continue the retreat, and now seemed to be moving in flight. Of the 100,000
soldiers who came back with Napoleon from Moscow, little more than 40,000 still remained. In the city
of Krasnoe, west of Smolensk, the troops of Miloradovich and Platov, which were supported by the
guerrillas, cut off the route by which the corps of Marshals Davout and Ney was retreating. Devout’s
pitiful remnants fled in disarray, and the Russians got all the guns, personal crew of Devout and his
secret correspondence, and even a marshal's baton. The rearguard corps of Ney was completely
blocked: 6000 of exhausted soldiers and officers immediately, without a fight, surrendered to the
Russians, and Ney was forced to go on the forest way to Napoleon’s main forces, which were rapidly
retreating westward.

Death of the Grand Army

After Smolensk and Krasnoe the retreat of the French was in total disorder. "The enemy gives
up on the road all heavy loads, the sick, the wounded, and no pen of the historian is unable to draw a
picture of the horror that is left on the road. It can be truly said that one can hardly walk ten steps
without seeing a soldier or a horse dying dead,” Kutuzov Ataman Platov reported.

The Russian army was able to completely destroy the remnants of the French troops and it
nearly succeeded in capturing Napoleon. It could have happened at the River Berezina in Belarus,
where he had been moving in retreat. Kutuzov expected that the army of Admiral Chichagov would
come from the south and take the crossing of the Berezina River near the town of Borisov. At this time
the corps of General Wittgenstein struck the French from the north, and they were also attacked from
the east the advance part of the main Russian army headed by General Ermolov and Ataman Platov. At
the beginning all was developing according to the plan of Kutuzov. By the joint actions of Wittgenstein
and the Cossacks of Platov with support of the guerrillas of Seslavin the enemy division was captured.

However, Admiral Chichagov was deceived by maneuvers of Napoleon, who saved his courage
and generalship. A significant part of the French managed to cross over and avoid encirclement. On
November 14-16, Napoleon with his guard crossed the river on hastily erected bridges. But then the
Russian troops arrived and opened fire at the crossing French. Then Napoleon ordered the burning of
bridges. In a terrible crush, under fire from Russian artillery a huge number of the soldiers of the Grand
Army were Kkilled, and according to various sources 10,000-20,000 soldiers were captured. The
emperor had only about 9,000 soldiers left. The Grand Army ceased to exist.

Over the Berezina River, in the town of Smorgon, Napoleon left the remnants of his army, and
secretly went to Paris.

In December, Kutuzov led the Russian troops to the Niemen River, where the invasion by
Napoleon had begun. The message of the army chief was read: "Brave and victorious troops, finally
you are on the borders of the empire, every one of you is the Savior of the Fatherland. Russia welcomes
you with this name. The hard and bloody War of 1812 ended in complete victory for Russia and the



Russian people. The end of Patriotic War did not mean peace. By the order of Alexander the Russian
army crossed the border of Russia and led the struggle against Napoleon Bonaparte in Europe.

"The agony of the Napoleonic monarchy lasted unusually long. But the mortal wound inflicted
on the world conqueror by the Russian people in the twelfth year."

Conclusion

Russia's victory over Napoleon was unconditional and brilliant. It caused a shock around the
world and the joy of the European peoples, and it enslaved by Napoleon.

The Russian people and the army in 1812 dealt a fatal defeat of the most powerful army at that
time. The victory of Russia was not simply a miracle, but rather the expression of the unwavering faith
and boundless determination of Russian people, who rose in 1812 to the Great Patriotic War in defense
of the independence of their homeland.

The national liberation character of the war in 1812 caused the specific forms of popular
participation in the defense of their homeland, and in particular the establishment of the People's
Militia. The patriotism of the peasantry in the struggle for national liberation was combined with the
strengthening of their class consciousness. The patriotic feat of the serfs, drafted to militia and military
service, was connected with the hopes of their exemption from serfdom.

M. Kutuzov knew that only a people's war ensured the victory of Russia. He firmly stood for
the idea of arming the people and organizing the masses in the form of militias and guerrilla groups.
And the actions of the militia and the numerous guerrillas, organized and directed from a single center,
formed an important part of his strategic plan. A huge role in Patriotic War was that of the guerrilla
movement.

Very strongly affected by the 1812 war was the fate of the whole of Europe. Russia's victory
over the European dictatorship called the explosion of joy on the continent, especially in countries on
the way from Moscow to Paris, where Russian troops were stationed. Greatly inspired by the Russian
victory were people of Europe who had previously trembled before Napoleon. They now ceased to be
afraid of him. From now on, even though he gained a victory over the armies of the coalition, his
Empire was no longer predominant, but rather steadily and irreversibly weakened. On the other hand,
however, we must not forget that the 6™ anti-Napoleonic coalition had as its purpose not the liberation
of peoples from the dictates of their own feudal lords. After Napoleon it was the Holy Alliance of the
feudal regimes headed by the Russian Tsar that was triumphant in Europe. The Alliance was not less
serious than Napoleon in terms of its feudal rule over the peoples on the Continent.

The defeat of Napoleon in Russia is a special history lesson. According to one of the first
historians of the war of 1812, N. Okunev, Napoleon’s defeat has "forever put an obstacle to any
attempt of Europe ever to win the Russians on their land".

For Russia itself, the consequences of the Patriotic War were also enormous. It was neither the
cold weather nor the territorial space of Russia that defeated Napoleon: he was completely defeated by
the resistance of the Russian people. The patriotism of the Russian people, the courage of the soldiers
of the army and the art of the commander, the firm resolve of the Emperor Alexander 1 are the main
causes of Russia's victory in the Patriotic war of 1812. We cannot deny the role of natural factors, but
they played a secondary role.

The Russian people defended their right to independent national existence, and did it with such
indomitable will to win, with such contempt for all the hype true heroism, with the rise of the spirit.



Like no other nation in the world, the Russian people turned out greater physical strength and physical
capabilities, and the Napoleonic hordes of six months melted away and were lost in Russia.
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AN ABSTRACT

This article traces the origins and evolution of the Russian language and highlights its importance to the
world and Thailand. The article begins with an examination of Russian as used in international organizations and in
communication within and among states of the former Soviet Union. Then it explores the origin of Russian as a
language in the Indo-European family; that is, as one of the old Slavonic languages that formed the basis for the
languages of the peoples in Eastern Europe which is now comprised of 12 countries. In addition, the article mentions
the invention of the Russian script by two Greek monks who were brothers. The name of the older brother was used
to refer the script as “Cyrillic script”. The development of the Russian script is then examined — to see how it was
from then on revised up to the Socialist Revolution in 1917. It is through such revision and improvement that we see
the Russian script as it is today. The final part of the article highlights the importance of the Russian language to
Thailand, which still lacks personnel with competency in this language. The number of Thai who know the language
is proportionally far behind the number of Russian tourists that now records an 80 per-cent increase. This is an

important question for Thailand and its higher educational institutions to urgently solve.

Key words: origin and evolution of the Russian language, role of the Russian language, and importance of the

Russian language to Thailand
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AN ABSTRACT

President Boris Yeltsin succeeded in using resoluteness and ingenious personal skills to surmount all
obstacles, although these were at times quite critical. At the early stage of his government, he had to face the tough
problem of pushing through an economic reform involving the privatization of state enterprises, so that the economy
achieved a transition to a market one. This aspect of reform had initially failed because it could not transfer the
ownership and shares of these enterprises to large segments of the populace. However, at later stages the government,
with its focus on increasing domestic production and promoting export, was able to created financial stability. The
Russian economy apparently steadily improved as a result of increasing revenues mainly from the energy price hikes
in the world market, especially the increases in oil and natural gas prices. Russia thus achieved a phenomenal GDP
growth rate of 10 percent in 2000.

In the realm of foreign policy, President Yeltsin turned to creating ties and fully relying on the West for the
success of his effort to rescue and restore the economy of his country. But major friends like the United States and
Western Europe that mostly belonged to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) never ceased expanding
their influence to the countries in Easter Europe, which once lay within the Russian sphere of influence.

This disadvantaged position vis-a-vis the United States and Western Europe led Russia to adjust itself for
survival and preparedness to restore its power status and influence in the world in future. This involved redressing
international power balance while maintaining friendly relations with the Western countries. Concrete policy
initiatives for this purpose included negotiations with the United States to reduce tensions arising from their
respective possession of strategic weapons, while approaching the countries in the Eastern world of Asia-Pacific with
a view to balancing the Western powers. At the same time Russia made an appeal to the United Nations for the

enhancement of its role in maintaining international peace and security.

Key words: President Boris Yeltsin, privatization of state enterprises, North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),

Eastern Europe, and Asia-Pacific
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AN ABSTRACT

This article studies Russia as one of the world’s first two nuclear powers. It begins with the construction of
Russian atomic bombs and nuclear war-headed missiles, which originated from the study of radioactivity. However,
the competition between the Free World led by the United States and the socialist world led by the Soviet Union
resulted in the construction of the most destructive weapons men have ever made. The competition started with the
success of the United States in developing atomic bombs: the first actual use of the bombs was the one dropped over
Hiroshima on 6 August 1945. It was four years later before the Soviet Union succeeded in its nuclear bomb
programme. The article also examines the various processes whereby the Soviet government accelerated the
successful development of its nuclear bombs. These included even the use of secret information gathered by its
intelligence units and the construction of a secret laboratory where German scientists were employed in research and
experiments. The article ends with the success of the Soviet Union in developing hydrogen bombs — an achievement

made in advance of the United States.

Key words: atomic bomb, nuclear bomb, Russian and U.S. nuclear war-headed missiles
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AN ABSTRACT

This article aims to analyze and present the Russian Federation’s foreign policy towards Southeast Asian
Region. The content of article is divided into three parts.

The first part deals with foreign policy of President Boris Yeltsin from 1991 to 1999. During that time
Russia’s role in Southeast Asia almost disappeared because Russia encountered political and economic crisis in its
own country after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Boris Yeltsin at that time paid attention to western countries in
order to obtain economic aid and uphold Russia’s dignity as a major power, while ASEAN countries were really
concerned about their own future after the Cold War and considered Russia as a significant balancer in Asia, where
China and the USA were becoming more powerful in this region. However Russia was not interested in ASEAN’s
expectation. Thus, ASEAN countries finally, built their own security organization, called ASEAN Regional Forum:
ARF. Later, Yeltsin’s policy towards Southeast Asia became better in 1996 when he appointed his new Minister of
Foreign Affairs Yevgeny Primakov. Thanks to Primakov, Russia and ASEAN became dialogue partners in that year.
Though during the first period of Russia-ASEAN relations, the relationship was not close, Russia became an arms
supplier to Southeast Asia.

The second period of Russian relations with Southeast Asia started with Vladimir Putin’s foreign policy from
2000 to 2008. This was the new era of Russian foreign policy. Putin initiated pragmatism in foreign policy and turned
Russia back to Asia because he realized that the new millennium was the age of Asia where prosperity would become
apparent. Moreover, the roles of China and the USA were rapidly increasing in Asia; so Russia could no longer
ignore this development. Russia tried to use its geographic identity (that is being situated in Asia) to claim its right
for participation in many organizations of the Asia-Pacific and Southeast Asia. To become a member of the
organizations in the Asia-Pacific today, Russia needed the support of the ASEAN countries. Hence Russia finally
approached ASEAN, so that the latter support its bid to join new organizations such as East Asia Summit (EAS) and
Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM).

The third period of Russian policy towards Southeast Asia was evident in Dmitry Medvedev’s foreign policy
from 2008 to 2012. Medvedev intensified Putin’s foreign policy by strengthening relations with ASEAN countries
because both sides have shared interests. ASEAN needs Russia to serve as a balancer in security relations and as a

provider of energy for Southeast Asia, while Russia new considers ASEAN as a new power center of Asian



cooperation and as an important market when it becomes an ASEAN community in 2015. That’s why both sides have
recently strengthened their relations in various fields, including politics, economy, culture, science and technology

and tourism. In particular, Russia-ASEAN trade relations are growing rapidly.

Though relations are expanding considerably, Russia’s foreign policy may be changed if in the future

ASEAN community cannot maintain its own potential in the Asia-Pacific.

Key words: Russia’s foreign policy, Southeast Asia, ASEAN, Russia-ASEAN relations.
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AN ABSTRACT

This article represents a perspective of His Excellency Andrey Y. Plam, Ambassador of the Russian
Federation to Thailand, on the directions of the relationship between the two countries, as well as on issues relating to
APEC in 2012 and the establishment of a Thai-Russian Customs Union.

The year 2012 marks the 115" anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Russia and
Thailand. The two countries have continually maintained trade agreements since 1970 up to the present, and a new
agreement will soon be concluded. The value of bilateral trade in 2011 was about 5.9 USS$ billion, which represented
a 42 per-cent increase over that of the previous year.

In addition, the two countries possess a potential for economic and investment cooperation in various areas,
including automobile parts, natural gas and oil, ship-building, environmental conservation, space technology and
communication, rail and air transport, nanotechnology, solar energy, and biotechnology, among others. In particular,
Russian business firms are interested in the Thai government’s megaprojects, such as those on energy and
infrastructure development. They are also interested in joint exploration of oil and gas resources in third countries,
joint ventures in automobile parts industry, and investment in the construction business and agriculture, as well as
nanotechnology. There are also opportunities for cooperation in the form of business partnerships in Russia’s various
regions, such Siberia and the Russian Far East, whereas the majority of such ventures have concentrated in Moscow
and St. Petersburg.

Especially on the occasion of APEC meeting jointly with the convening of the APEC’s senior executive
officials for the first time in Russia on 7-8 September 2012, Russia expects that this results in further cooperation on
all fronts, including long-term integration at the global as well as regional level, sustainable growth, elimination of
barriers to trade and investment in SMEs, and the building of confidence in the supply chains. It is significant that
military security can be created for all humankind, together with exchange of knowledge on globalization, energy and
human resource security, technological development, development of remote regions in the APEC, education, and the
changing role of women.

The customs union of Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia, which has become effective since 1 January 2010,
represents a first step towards the creation of a business alliance similar to the European Union among the states of

the former Soviet Union. Now Tajikistan, Ukraine, and Kyrgyzstan have expressed their interest in joining the



customs union. On 19 December 2011 Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia set up a joint committee to make a
preparation for the establishment of a Eurasian Union in 2015, whose central purpose is enlarge the export market,

with more rapid and cheaper transport, as well as a more attractive environment for foreign direct investment.

Key words: Economic relations between Thailand and the Russian Federation; APEC in 2012; and Belarus,

Kazakhstan, and Russia Customs Union



Roundtable Seminar “Economic Relation Perspectives of Thailand and the Russian Federation: APEC 2012

and the Over-View on the Establishment of the Thai-RussianCustoms Union”

Andrey Y. Plam™

It is my great pleasure and honor to address the participants of today’s Seminar, organized by the Thai-
Russian Business Council and the Thai-Russian Chamber of Commerce.

The current year is the 115" from the date of establishment of diplomatic relations between the Russian
Federation and the Kingdom of Thailand. Looking back and trying to analyze this significant period we would come
to the conclusion that considerable progress has been made in bringing our countries closer both in political and
economic spheres. In spite of the fact that both our countries had to face a lot of difficulties recently, we have
managed to keep the valuable heritage which was accumulated during the long years of our cooperation. Moreover,
we have brought our relationship to a new level.

Today our trade and economic relations are based on the Trade agreement of 1970 which provides most
favorable treatment for both countries in bilateral trade and we believe that the new bilateral Trade Agreement which
is being negotiated at present will be signed in the near future. It is hard to overestimate the importance which
mutually beneficial trade has played and continues to play in fostering stronger relations between our two countries.
Trade has been bringing us closer and has been helping us to get to know each other better.

Speaking about our economic relations I should emphasize that Thailand remains Russian’s leading trading

partner among 10 ASEAN countries with an annual turnover of nearly 5,7 billion USD.

* Minister-Counsellor Embassy of the Russian Federation



Basic products of Russian export to Thailand are: crude oil, rolled steel and scrap metal, fertilizers, gems,

wood, pulp and paper. Russia imports from Thailand automotive spare parts, electronic products, rice, sugar, seafood,

rubber and many other goods. The statistics for last year shows an increase of 41,85% in Russian-Thai trade volume

over the last year. Thailand’s export to Russia rose by 49% while our export to your country rose by more than 40%.

Unfortunately, during first four months of this year the trade turnover between our countries fell by more

than 24%. Russian exports dropped by almost 25%, while Thai exports to Russia by more than 21%. The main reason

is the biggest flood in the history of Thailand that severely affected Thai economy. At the same time influence of the

global economic crisis and subsequent recession of world production are the most dangerous factors which disturb

our increasing cooperation.

However, the huge potential of Thai-Russian trade has not yet been fully realized. There is still much room

for the expansion of Thai exports to Russia as Thailand is known in the world market for its high quality and

competitively priced goods. In turn Russia can offer to Thailand many interesting high-technology products.

Realization of all these opportunities should be the basis of our active trade and economic cooperation in future.

One of our main targets is to further expand the range of goods and services traded between our countries

and improve existing trade indicators.

From our point of view, there is also high potential for economic cooperation and joint investment between

the two countries in different areas, such as automotive and spare parts production, gas and oil industry, ship-

building, environment protection, information and space technology, air and rail transportation, nanotechnology,

solar energy, biotechnology and many others.

We believe there is opportunity for participation of Russian companies in some of the Mega-projects,

announced by the Thai Government, especially those pertaining to energy and infrastructure, or joint exploration of



gas and oil resources in third countries. Joint manufacturing of automobile spare parts, investment in agriculture and

construction business, bio- and nanotechnologies in Russia may also be of interest to Thai companies.

I also see the broad potential for cooperation in various fields between Thai companies and business partners

located in various regions of the Russian Federation. Today most of Thai-Russian trade is conducted through

Moscow and St. Petersburg, whereas the vast business potential of other regions of Russia, like Siberia and the Far

East remains largely un-tapped.

There are also good opportunities for both Russia and Thailand to join efforts in the implementation of large

scale regional projects in the fields of transport, energy and development of natural resources within the frameworks

of ASEAN, UNESCAP and APEC.

The Trade Representation of Russia provides valuable assistance to Thailand business partners in a wide

range of issues related to trade and economic partnership with Russian companies.

In an effort to support Russian companies, stimulate joint business activity and also to render assistance for

Russian high-technology products to penetrate the Thai market, the Russian side holds regular meetings and

consultations with representatives of the leading Thai scientific agencies: National Science and Technology

Development Agency, National Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology Center, National Innovation Agency,

National Nanotechnology Centre etc.

We are pleased to note that the positive trends existing today in every aspect of Thai-Russian Trade and

economic relations are reflected in the corresponding growth of bilateral organizations of the private sector of both

countries. The Thai-Russian Chamber of Commerce as well as the Thai-Russian and Russian-Thai Business Councils

are growing in strength as well as in numbers. It is noteworthy that some of Thailand’s leading and most influential

business groups such as CP, Siam Cement, Siam Steel, Loxley and many others are currently active members of these



organizations. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the TRCC and T-RBC for their

meaningful contribution to the development of our bilateral trade and economic cooperation.

On September 7-8, 2012 the APEC CEO Summit will be held for the first time in Russia, on Russky Island,

Vladivostok. More than 700 chief executives of major Asia-Pacific companies are expected to take part in the event.

As the APEC host economy for 2012, Russia has outlined the agendas for both the official APEC meetings

and the APEC CEO Summit. Russia has built upon work accomplished in previous APEC years’ priorities, which are

reflected in the topics selected for discussion in September. At previous APEC meetings, business and government

leaders have deliberated issues such as simplification of trade procedures (Tokyo, 2010) and convergence of market

regulation rules and standards (Honolulu, 2011) under the broader heading of regional economic integration. To

further develop these topics in Vladivostok in 2012, Russia proposes discussing the long-term prospects of regional

and global integration, sustainable growth and new challenges to trade and investment liberalization, elimination of

trade and investment barriers for small and medium-sized enterprises, and establishment of reliable supply chains.

A priority for APEC 2012 will be to intensive cooperation in the innovations aspect of the post-crisis strategy

for economic growth, a subject that has been traditionally on the agenda of previous APEC meetings. Another key

priority in discussions at the APEC CEO Summit 2012 — ensuring personal human security — will be evaluated

through the prism of strengthening food security.

CEO Summit sessions will concentrate on issues that are most relevant at this stage in the evolution of

APEC, including globalization, energy security and human resources as the key elements of economic development.

Participants will engage in focused discussion and seek solutions to problems related to securing resources for

development, as well as the problems of technological development, the prospects for development of remote regions

in APEC economies, and the issues of education and changing roles for women in the world today.



The two days of the CEO Summit will be devoted to an exchange of ideas between business and government

leaders on the advantages and adverse effects of economic integration, the prospects for global and regional

currencies, infrastructure development for economic growth, and the future of capitalism in general. Other sessions

will include focus on the development of cities in a rapidly changing world, the emergence and role of transnational

corporations, and the growth of the middle class in emerging markets.

Taking into consideration one of the topics of our seminar, let me tell you a few words about The Customs

Union between Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia.

The euphoria of independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union destroyed economic relations between

countries that previously shared a common market. Each independent country faced many difficulties in the

development of its economy. The first step towards economic integration was made in 1994 when a Free Trade Zone

Agreement was signed by 12 CIS countries. It shaped a basis for integration of the CIS countries’ economies but due

to differences in the level of economic development and political considerations some countries joined the

Agreement on a temporary basis. The second step was the establishment of EurAsEC on October 10, 2000 in Astana

by presidents of Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, and Tajikistan.

The next step in the integration process is the creation of a Customs Union between Belarus, Kazakhstan,

and Russia.

In accordance with a Treaty signed on October 6, 2007 the Russian Federation together with Belarus and

Kazakhstan have agreed to form a Customs Union, which involves the creation of a common customs territory.

Within its boundaries all customs duties and other economic restrictions will be abolished, with the exception of

special anti-dumping or compensatory protective measures. The highest authority of the Union is the Inter-State

Council, presided over by the heads of States and heads of Governments of its members. The permanent governing



body which oversees the affairs of the Union between the Inter-State Council’s sessions is the Customs Union

Commission.

The main difference of the Customs Union from previous economic integration arrangements is the

formation of a super-national body - the Customs Union Commission which will decide on Common External Tariffs

and other integration related issues.

The Customs Union between Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia was officially launched on January 1, 2010 as

a first step towards forming a broader EU-type economic alliance of former Soviet states.

Currently several other CIS countries are considering joining the Customs Union as well. For example:

e Leaders of Tajikistan have voiced their interest to join the union at some stage.

e In May 2011 Ukraine’s President Yanukovych stated that Ukraine is "searching for mechanisms of

cooperation that will allow us to work with the customs union to the extent which Ukrainian laws and our

obligations to world organizations such as the World Trade Organization allow”.

e In October 2011, the acting prime minister of Kyrgyzstan has announced that the country will join the union,

and that the process has been agreed with the prime-ministers of the other member states.

On 19 November 2011 Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia put together a joint commission on fostering closer

economic ties, planning to create a Eurasian Union by 2015.

Positive Effects of the Customs Union:
- Greater Market Size for Exports
- Lower Cost and Easier Transportation

- More attractive for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and Joint Ventures in non-raw material sectors


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tajikistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_law
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrgyzstan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurasian_Union

In accordance with the statistics data of Thai Ministry of Commerce the trade turnover between the Union

and Thailand in 2011 increased by 42% up to 5,9 billion USD. Export to Thailand rose by more than 39% to 4,65

billion USD, import from Thailand rose by 45,45% to almost 1,25 billion USD.

In conclusion I would like to stress, that there are real prospects for an increase in trade in both absolute and

percentage terms. We would like to hope that the obstacles and difficulties in our business cooperation will be

eliminated and it will develop for the benefit of our two nations.

Let me wish the Thailand and Russian sides every success in their endeavors for the benefits of bilateral

economic and business cooperation.




