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AN ABSTRACT

This article traces the origin of the Russian Studies Centre of Chulalongkorn University to the interest of a
number of the university’s alumni who have been in close relations with Russia in its various aspects. The alumni
particularly include those in the business circles who are aware of the constructive relationship Russia has maintained
with Thailand in the past as well as at the present time in the political, diplomatic, economic, and cultural sectors. To
highlight the importance of this relationship, the writer, as dean of the Graduate School of Chulalongkorn University,
cooperated with Mr. Phisak Niwattaphand, chairman of the Thai-Russian Chamber of Commerce and deputy
chairman of the Thai-Russian Business Council, and Dr. Rom Phiramontri, former director of the Russian Studies
Project of the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, in organizing an exhibition on the lives and work of
Tsar Nicholas II of Russia and King Chulalongkorn, together with an exhibition on new Russia. Following this event
a consultation was held on the establishment of a Russian Studies Centre of Chulalongkorn University as a focal
point for organizing academic activities to promote good relations between the two countries. The project was fully

supported by the president of Chulalongkorn University, Professor Dr. Phirom Kamolratanakul, M.D.

The project also benefited from Russia’s official support through Russian Ambassador to Thailand, Mr.
Yevgeny V. Afanasiev; Russian Foreign Minister, Mr. Sergey V. Lavrov; and Deputy Prime Minister Sergey S.
Sobyanin, together with the support from Russkiy Mir Foundation of the Russian Federation. Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn graciously came to preside over the official opening of the Russian Studies Centre

of Chulalongkorn University on 26 March 2009.

The Centre now offers a Master’s degree programme in Russian Studies with the cooperation of the
Graduate School of Chulalongkorn University and a number of institutions in the Russian Federation, including the
Diplomatic Academy of the Russian Foreign Ministry, Moscow State University, St. Petersburg State University, and

Moscow State Institute of International Relations.

In addition, the Centre has been tasked to organize other academic activities including training courses in

Russian for businesspeople and interested members of the general public; academic conferences and seminars at the



university, national and international levels; and exhibitions and art and cultural shows; as well as production of

academic works and Journal of Russian Studies.

Key words: Centre of Russian Studies of Chulalongkorn University, Thai-Russian cooperation on Russian Studies,

Russian Studies in Thailand
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24-07-2009

Dear friends,



I'm glad to take this opportunity to address you at Chulalongkorn University — the oldest and one of the most
prestigious higher education institutions in Thailand. It is gratifying that your University is directly engaged in
promoting friendly ties between Russia and Thailand: since March the Russian Studies Centre has been operating
here, offering in-depth studies of Russian history, politics, economy and culture. I hope that in the near future another
promising project will be accomplished — I refer to the establishment of the Russian Centre under the auspices of

Russkiy Mir Foundation.

Although Russia and Thailand are thousands of kilometers away from each other, we have a good reason to say that
our countries are neighbors in our common home — Asia and the Pacific. To a large extent, we share both huge

opportunities and challenges relevant to the region.

Thailand is one of Russia's oldest partners in South East Asia. As early as in 1870s Siam repeatedly confirmed its

willingness to establish official contacts with Russia. Commanders of Russian naval ships that visited Siam delivered
letters from King Chulalongkorn to the Russian Emperor, which clearly expressed the intention of his Government to

develop diplomatic ties, as well as trade and cultural cooperation with Russia.

Relations of friendship and confidence between our monarchs contributed greatly to the establishment of contacts

between our States. In March 1891, during his world tour, Crown Prince Nicholas was received with all honours in
Bangkok. Six years later, in July 1897 Nicholas II, already the Emperor, received King Chulalongkorn in Peterhof.

That meeting resulted in an agreement establishing diplomatic relations.

The first bilateral document — Russian-Siamese Declaration on Jurisdiction, Trade and Navigation — was signed in

1899. Russian Government's support of Siam in its disputes with European powers, particularly France, helped the

Kingdom to retain independence.

Many members of noble Siam families were educated in Russia. The King's son Prince Chakrabong studied in the
Page Corps and the General Staff Academy, ranked a captain of the Russian Guards, and after his return home
became a prominent politican, general and Head of the Thai Army General Staff. He contributed greatly to

establishing military educational institutions and introduced a range of novelties in Thai Armed Forces, including



Russian ceremonial dress for the Guards, which survived to this day. We treasure the memory of those bright and

pathetic moments of our common history.

In the twentieth century, ideological differences caused a lengthy pause in the development of relations between our
countries. This experience has once again demonstrated the negative effect produced by an ideology-driven foreign

policy and the importance of avoiding such tendencies in the future. During this difficult period, however, our

bilateral relations were still guided by fundamental values such as mutual respect and a wish to find, whenever

possible, mutually acceptable solutions to emerging problems. The mid-1980s saw a gradual return of relations

between our countries and peoples, based on friendship and mutual attraction, back to normalcy. The first ever visit
of the Russian Head of State to Bangkok in October 2003 became a landmark event ushering in a new era in our

bilateral contacts. The meeting of Vladimir V. Putin with His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej (//ymunon

Aovyavsaoem) of Thailand and the negotiations that took place thereafter gave strong impetus to building special

relations between Russia and Thailand and set the priorities for our long-term bilateral cooperation.

It was a great honor for us to welcome Queen Sirikit on her State visit to Russia in July 2007, during which she
visited Moscow and St. Petersburg to celebrate the 110th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries. In November 2008, meetings between the leaders and foreign ministers of Russia and
Thailand took place on the margins of the APEC Summit in Lima. Prasobsuk Boondech (/Ipaconcyx bBynoem),

Chairman of the Senate of Thailand's National Assembly, visited Russia in 2009.

Sound development of the political dialogue has created an enabling environment for strengthening Russia-Thailand
interaction in different areas. The development of the Joint plan of action on advancing cooperation between Russia
and Thailand for 2009-2011 testifies to the maturity of our partnership. The joint plan became the first ever
agreement of such a kind with the South-East Asian countries, representing a roadmap of priority areas and specific
parameters of bilateral cooperation. We expect to sign this important instrument as early as this year at the fourth

meeting of the Russia-Thailand Joint Commission on Bilateral Cooperation.



We have witnessed a progressive development of trade and economic ties between Russia and Thailand, a traditional
backbone of our bilateral contacts. Thailand continues to be Russia's main trading partner in South-East Asia; despite

the global financial crisis, our bilateral trade has reached in 2008 its all-time high of 3.82 billion dollars.

Real opportunities do exist for expanding our economic cooperation further. To this end, we should maximize the use
of the two countries' capacities, including those of Siberia and the Far East, the regions of Russia that form an
integral part of the APR. Russia's easternmost territories are a unique depository of natural resources, with its huge
oil, gas, coal, timber, marine and mineral reserves kept in store for the present and future generations. This vast
region has adequate transportation infrastructure, in-house scientific potential and a qualified labor force and overall
tremendous potential for industrial development, making it possible to set up cost-effective businesses in a number of
different areas, from oil- and gas-refining facilities to high-tech and knowledge-based industries. President Dmitry A.
Medvedev and the Russian Government give special priority to the social and economic development of the East of

our country.

One of our critical goals is to step up energy cooperation between Russia and Thailand. We are interested in

advancing such promising projects as joint prospection and development of energy resources, construction and

maintainance of oil and gas facilities, regular supplies of the Russian hydrocarbons to Thailand, construction of a

regional facility in the Kingdom for storing. processing and trading in Russian oil and gas. Our experts are ready to

provide assistance in carrying out your country’s plans to create a national atomic energy industry.

Scientific, technical and innovative cooperation between Russia and Thailand has a significant potential. The

successful launch of the first Thai satellite THEOS from Russian launching site in October 2008 is an important

achievement in this area.

We appreciate our humanitarian ties and cooperation with Thailand in the fields of culture and education.
Preparations for holding the Days of Saint Petersburg in Bangkok are underway. We intend to continue the practice

of granting annual scholarships to Thai students, through allocations from the Russian federal budget.



Tourism should be mentioned specially, being an important element of the whole range of the Russian-Thai relations.
Every year hundreds of thousands of Russians visit the magnificent resorts of your country. I am certain that despite

the crisis Thailand will remain one of the most popular holiday destinations for Russian tourists.

Cooperation between Russia and Thailand has various dimensions and great potential including international
relations. We are pleased that Moscow and Bangkok hold similar views with regard to establishing a more
democratic international system firmly based on international law and such principles as indivisibility of security in
the modern world, equality, mutual respect and mutually beneficial international cooperation. Only such an approach

can adequately respond to the emerging trends of the multipolar world order.

Our countries share the view that it is necessary to jointly respond to the global challenges and threats, to step up
efforts in combating the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, international terrorism, illegal trafficking in
drugs and persons, arms smuggling and piracy. Thailand was the first country in South-East Asia to establish direct
relations with Russia through our national Security Councils. Moscow and Bangkok have given a strong impetus to

cooperation between the Russian and Thai Supreme Courts and the law enforcement agencies.

We are also united by the vision that today’s world has many faces, by respect for various development models and
value systems. Both our countries understand the importance of advancing dialogue and partnership between cultures,

religions and civilizations. As multireligious states, Russia and Thailand have a key role to play in this regard.

There is ample scope for cooperation between our countries in enhancing peace, stability and security in Asia Pacific.
Russia supports an equitable and transparent security and cooperation architecture in Asia and the Pacific which is
based on teamwork, universally accepted rules and principles of international law, which employs dialogue,
consultations and negotiations as an instrument for dealing with sensitive issues. Such an approach is referred to as
the "ASEAN way". This does not imply gaining military superiority, by increasing insecurity of other nations, setting
military bases and military alliances in Asia and the Pacific or creating a regional missile defense system that could
disrupt the strategic balance. We should move towards a collective architecture by using multilateral diplomacy and
fostering links between regional organizations and fora, and, more importantly — through mutual respect and with due

account of each other’s interests.



Russia stands ready to discuss and address a broad range of problems affecting Asia Pacific, both in bilateral and
multilateral formats. Our country has much to contribute to regional energy security, cooperation in the field of
transportation, counter-terrorism, prevention of emergencies and disaster relief. We have been working successfully
on these and many other issues within different regional structures. Russia has just completed its term of
Chairmanship in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, while in a couple of years it will assume the Chairmanship
in the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). The APEC 2012 Summit will be held in Vladivostok on the coast

of the Pacific Ocean, that we all share.

I would like to reassure Asia-Pacific nations that Russia has long been and continues to be their good friend and
reliable partner. During the period after the victory in the Second World War, to which our country made a vital
contribution, it did a lot to promote nation-building and economic recovery of Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, the

DPRK, India, Indonesia, Laos, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Viet Nam and others.

The new era poses new problems and presents tough challenges. Russia was among the first to come to rescue the
States hit by the devastating tsunami in December 2004 — Thailand, Indonesia and Sri-Lanka — and provided
considerable humanitarian assistance to Myanmar, which suffered most from Nargis Cyclone, in May 2008. Today,
in the context of the global financial and economic crisis, Russia lends a helping hand to many countries experiencing
economic troubles. These activities are carried out on a bilateral level and in accordance with decisions taken at G20

and G8 Summits, as well as through EurAsEC, which has established a specialized anti-crisis fund.

Russia and most of the Asia-Pacific countries, including Thailand, have similar views on the ways of mitigating
effects of the current economic crisis and reforming the global financial architecture. We are prepared to address

these issues in close interaction with all the States of the region and their associations.

We welcome the strengthening of the fruitful Russian-Thai cooperation within the existing APR multilateral
mechanisms, such as the APEC Forum, Russia-ASEAN dialogue-based partnership and ARF. Thailand actively
assisted Russia’s involvement in Asia Cooperation Dialogue activities and greatly contributed to preparing and
holding the first Russia-ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur in 2005. It has traditionally supported Russia’s

participation in the work of the ASEM mechanism and East Asia Summits. In this context, I would like to note the



positive outcome of the Russia-ASEAN post-ministerial conference and the 16th APR Session, which ended on

Phuket yesterday, and to thank Thailand as the ASEAN Chairman for the excellent organization of these meetings.

We have good reasons to speak of the establishment of a new kind of Russian-Thai interaction based on pragmatism

and mutual respect for national interests. We consider Thailand as one of our most important and promising partners

in the APR, with whom we are prepared to further our cooperation in all fields and work together in the international

arena, thus helping to build a more just and secure world.

I sincerely wish success to today’s students, who will assume important positions in politics, economy and business

in the future, and will participate in efforts aimed at attaining new levels of development by your country and the

entire region. I have no doubt that the further promotion of the Russian-Thai friendly relations will be a valuable

contribution to the achievement of these goals.

Thank you.
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AN ABSTRACT

This short article involves the writer’s long years of direct experience in economic and trade relations
between Thailand and Russia. In particular, the writer has been involved in the establishment of Thai-Russian

Chamber of Commerce and the Russian Studies Centre of Chulalongkorn University.

The writer has proposed useful recommendations for the promotion of Thai-Russian trade and investment.
For example, it is proposed that Thailand collaborate with Russia in studying sea transportation and routes to pave the
way for Thailand to become a transportation hub in the future, including, in particular, the development of a Thai-
Russian trade route through the port of Vladivostok and the railroad to central and western Russia. This route takes
only 12 days. In addition, the writer has also encouraged the Thai to expand their trade with Russia to cover oil, gas,

iron and gold, among other products.

Key words: Thai-Russian trade and investment, Thai-Russian Chamber of Commerce, Russian Studies Centre of

Chulalongkorn University
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AN ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this article is to introduce Russian culture and customs to Thai people, so that they can
make use of this knowledge about Russia in their contact and work with their Russian counterparts. Their ability to
impress the Russian people with such knowledge will help them gain trust that is a key to successful business deals in

this country.

The article has identified certain negative images of the Russian people. This is intended as a warning to the
Thai that they must be careful about certain types of behavior. For example, Russians are usually nonchalant and not
strict about time. Their relationships among relatives and even in political circles tend to be characterized by
patronage and cronyism. On the other hand, they appear solemn and unfriendly to foreigners if relationships with the
latter are not sufficiently close. Some policemen like to intimidate and extort money from foreigners, whereas crooks
are often lurking somewhere ready to cheat visitors, for example in currency exchange deals, as are pickpockets at

bus stops or underground stations.

Other ways of life of Russian people are also of much interest. For example, in work the relationship is
strictly hierarchical with the superior having absolute power over their subordinates. The work ethic is characterized
by strict observance of rules and regulations, strict maintenance of organizational secrets, and discouragement of

competition among colleagues.

The article also presents information on still other aspects of Russian culture. These include male-female

relationships, making a visit by invitation, presentation of gifts and flowers, marriage, and various festivals.

Key words: Russian culture, relations between Russians and foreigners, Thai trade and investment in Russia
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AN ABSTRACT

This article focuses on Thai-Russian trade relations during the past 30 years, namely from 1981 to 2010. This

30-year span is divided into three 10-year periods: 1981-1990, 1991-2000, and 2001-2010.

During the first period (1981-1990), when the communist regime of the Soviet Union still existed, Thai-
Russian trade was limited, because the Soviet Union did not have important export products and its imports from
Thailand were still small in volume. Soviet imports from Thailand consisted of the agricultural products that were not
available in the Soviet Union, while its important exports included chemical fertilizers, oil, coals, metals, minerals,
etc. Soviet exports to Thailand remained small in quantity, mainly because goods from the Soviet Union most went to
the countries in the socialist bloc. Moreover, the Soviet socialist system characterized by strict state control was also
a major hurdle to Thai-Soviet trade. The Thai side had to deal only with the Soviet trade representative in Thailand,

whose office was under a bureaucratic system that lacked flexibility in trade and business deals.

The second period in Thai-Russian trade relations (1991-2000) came after the disintegration of the
communist system of the Soviet Union. During this period the Russian economy was heading towards growing
liberalization: the centralized system was gradually transformed into a decentralized one in which state enterprises
were enabled to engage in joint ventures with the private sector and endowed with greater responsibility for the cost-
benefit and profit-loss results of their activities. This had an important effect in reducing the role of the Russian trade
representative in Thailand: the role of this office was increasingly taken over by private businesses including small
traders who came over here to order products such as garments for men, women and children. The range of their
activities later expanded to include furniture and food businesses resulting in accumulation of considerable wealth

among them.

The third period of Thai-Russian trade relations (2001-2010) has coincided with the further development of
the Russian economy into a capitalist system. Apart from the main incomes from the export of energy products (oil
and gas), the country has benefited from a growing number of foreign investors interested in engaging in joint
ventures with Russian businessmen. The economic growth of Russia has opened the way for large volumes of Thai

products such as foods, vehicles, and electronic goods to enter the Russian market. In addition, the Thai and Russian



governments have reached bilateral trade agreements in the form of numerous protocols that are favourable to trade

and investment between the two countries.

However, Russia still has to improve and further develop its financial, banking, trade, investment, as well as
accounting systems, such that they are up to international standards and capable of attracting a larger number of
foreign businesses. In particular, Russia has not yet become a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and
this has been an obstacle to the country becoming more liberalized as well as to the expansion of economic relations

between Thailand Russia.

Key words: Thai-Russian trade during the communist period, Thai-Russian trade during the liberal period, bilateral

trade cooperation between Thailand and Russia
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Thai-Russian Political Relations: From the Past to the Present
suél Nauuss

Rom Phiramontri

uning dand

Naruemit Sodsuk

UNAALD

1]
o =

aw A dyd ' £ aw A v A ] 1 o v v 2]
Uﬂmmai]EJ!:JENul,ﬂuaauwuwmﬁmmnmim “5ﬁl“lfflsh/iMllagg‘vnﬁﬂj'luﬁuwu‘ﬁﬂﬂllﬂﬂ ‘Vlhlﬂi‘]J

o o Y av < o av '
nuau‘llﬁ‘léluFﬂ1ﬂﬁ’luﬂ\?’lﬂﬂi’]\?ﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂﬁuuﬂ'ﬁﬂfﬂﬂ (&n2.) Llaglﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁﬂyjﬁmiu ?J N.F.2548 Wﬁﬂ’lﬁ?ﬁ]ﬂWU?’lhh]ﬂ

a A

v W v o Jd o o 1 = z dy = @ A <3| @
ﬂ‘IJﬁﬁL“D’EJ?JﬂOWNﬁNWM‘ﬁﬁﬂﬂUNWﬂTQHWU%Hﬂ%i]q‘ULlﬁ’JlligEJ%L'JaTﬂ’J"I 100 Y VIQiJIﬂEJ?J‘ﬂ%ﬁ]EJVINﬂWiLlI@QL‘]J“H@'J

E4
% % %

) 1w a a J I @ an { 1w I
Llﬂiﬁ"lﬂfll ‘L!‘]JG’I\HLG]@'?Jﬂﬁllyjim1ﬂJu'lﬁ1/]‘ﬁﬁ'l°HﬂeUﬁNﬁ3Jm%W5$ﬂﬂiWii@]UIﬂaWﬁﬁ 2 Llﬁﬁiﬁl"%ﬂ LAZNIEUINTULAD

9

v d

E4
1 o d o 1 1 a A o o
wszgaveuna T egiaves Ine masz Tenisrunumsiiesvestszmansdesasddniwaliiuunduius
A Y] 1 1 o [ 1 A A Jd Y] 4 1 Y
TndFanu nannethe InsdesmsassrunsvesimdeonanauaninalueFeornmdsuiuienigadings
% a a 1 J A @ a v g a { 1a o o Ay Ao
Fa'lad lasreaninaluenulesFouazsvimiianiu swiluauuauiogaanuing155asmde
v o Ia A I a o 1w ' v o = I J v A dgl <
anuduiusnldsulidulfilndaenuszndnenuimdvedruaudamnaiulugagsnsiudu

A 1 1 1 v W ] 1 4 A v 9 ' = &£ g Y 9 1
!,‘L!’ENmﬂmﬂNiwnﬁﬁmﬂagsluﬂwqﬂumimmﬂmimmmﬁﬂuﬂlm 531’7'J'l\1ﬁﬁﬂ?WImnﬂﬁcﬁ\uﬂuﬂﬂﬁu'lﬂ'lﬂ

v W

A a J o A 1 ~ 9 o o a v == o = Y o o
ADUNIUAA ﬂ‘UllVlﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ']ﬂiaﬂlﬁiﬂ']flglﬁﬂ1§u1m@ﬁﬁﬁii@!ﬂiﬂ1 f’JfJ'Nllﬁﬂﬂ @]f’ﬁﬂllﬂﬂﬂﬂiqb'nﬂ@llﬂﬁuﬂ'lﬂﬁﬂ

o J o a Y

o 1w ' < @ { @ ~
mmauwu‘ﬁmﬂuiumqﬂawmmmmu Wﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁ’(ff’ﬁiﬁflliJ‘iﬂW]'fNﬂﬂhﬂ@u@l’)ﬂflﬂllﬂinﬂﬁﬁﬂianElﬂu'lilcl‘u

a3

= & a a oA A £ a 2
1 w.e1.2518 Lui’J\‘lﬂTﬂul‘VlEJLﬂi\i@VIﬁWﬁﬂl@QﬁWﬂTWT%L’Jﬂ@V]LWﬂJNTﬂﬂluﬂlu@uiﬂﬁ]u

v J

o o 1 A Jya o dg} 1% 3 o = v =
ANVUAUNUD \1ﬂaTJENGlﬂaslfﬂﬂuaJ’]ﬂleu(luQﬂﬁﬁ\1ﬁ\‘lﬂ3TllLﬂuﬂ’]ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂ?WI“ﬁL?ﬂ@lﬁNﬁﬁTﬂiu 1 e,

9
v v d ] @ o

= e A ' v o Y 1 = Y o ' &
2534 IﬂElilﬂ'lﬁwuwﬂj']uﬁNWUﬁﬁﬂluﬂ\inqﬂ@uﬂu’]uuua'JW']uﬂ']'iLEl@uﬁluWaﬂuqigﬂﬂqqmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁFhf] VNFJ']EI

U

9
~

9
4 ' a o v 1 a o o % o [ a 1
S”IGH’NﬂLlﬁgP]Tﬂﬂiﬂ?ii%’,ﬂﬂq%q]@ﬂ]lﬂﬂﬂﬂPJ”IEJ‘]J?W"I?ES’;@“]JEIQ“]J@Q?E‘TL@EJ mu"ls?fﬁﬂﬁmmmmmsmummﬁm
9 v v
muludiuaieg edrandeuna ialudumsyga anuiuag wsegno Msfne naanu Msvouned 1a4 wazd

= 9 [ [ A Jya o dgl
Juu Tz dunus lnaranuunvu lueuaa

o o w v o J ' I [ v o @ < @
A1aIALY: ﬂ')’]llﬁllwu‘ﬁ381’7')1\151"]5')\1?{11/]8]'5@1&6?58, ﬂ'J’lllﬁﬂJWH‘ﬁ‘Vl’]\‘]ﬂ’lﬁuﬁqﬂﬂ-iﬁl‘%ﬂ, YATINTTNLYU, gAA

<
INITVLEYU



AN ABSTRACT

This research paper is part of the research report on “New Russia and Prospects for Relations with Thailand”
— a research project completed in 2005 with financial support of the Thailand Research Fund (TRF). The research has
found that Thailand and Russia have maintained a relationship that is now more than 100 years old. Political factors
dating back to the era of absolute monarchy in both countries, that is, the reign of Tsar Nicholas II of Russia and King
Chulalongkorn of Siam, have shaped this relationship. During that era common political interests attracted the two
countries into close relations; in particular, Siam wanted Russian power to counter-balance Britain in Southeast Asia,
especially in view of the fact that Britain had expanded its influence in the Persian Gulf and Afghanistan — the region

that bordered the Russian Empire.

The shift from friendship to antagonism between Thailand and Russia took place in the Cold War period.
The shift was caused by different political ideologies that placed the two countries in different camps: the Soviet
Union was the head of the communist camp whereas Thailand opted for the Free World led by the United States. In
the later phases of the Cold War, following the withdrawal of the United States from Vietnam in 1975, Thailand had

to adjust its relations with the Soviet Union given its concern about growing Soviet influence in Indochina.

The relationship became closer in the post-Cold War period following the disintegration of the Soviet Union
in 1991. Even before that normal relations between the two countries had already been restored by exchanges of visit
by both members of the Thai Royal Family and high-raking officials and Russian high-ranking executive leaders.
These visits resulted in bilateral agreements covering various aspects of the relationship — diplomatic, security,

economic, educational, energy, tourism, etc. The trend now is for even closer relations in the future.

Key words: Relations between Thai and Russian royal families, Thai-Russian diplomatic relations, Cold War period,

post-Cold War period
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AN ABSTRACT

This research paper is part of the research report on “New Russia and Prospects for Its Relations with
Thailand”. Financially supported by the Thailand Research Fund, the research project was completed in 2005.
Research findings indicate that since the end of the Soviet period of their relationship, which was characterized by
difficulties and limited economic contacts, trade and investment between the two countries have steadily increased. It
is Thailand that has continually suffered trade deficits in this expanding relationship. This is mainly because Thai
exports consist of relatively cheap consumer goods, such as sugar, rice, rubber, garments, plastic products, and air
conditioners, whereas imports from Russia are high-value products including, among others, iron and steel, finished
petroleum products, minerals, metals, fertilizers, yarns for weaving, and paper. Thai-Russian trade statistics during
the first decade of the new millennium clearly confirm this imbalanced trade; that is, Thailand’s trade deficit of

11,872.25 million baht rose to 44,145.24 million baht in 2009.

In addition to continuing trade deficit with Russia, Thai investment in this country has also been very
limited. This is mainly because Thai investors have encountered many major problems including their lack of
confidence as a result of language problems, the long distance between Thailand and Russia, and unfamiliarity with

the Russian economic structure.

It is recommended by the research project, which was based on both documentary research and interviews
during the field study in both Thailand and Russia, that to solve the problem of trade deficit with Russia various
concomitant measures need to be taken. These include the elimination of payment obstacles, the opening of new
market outlets, the creation of trade distribution networks, the expansion of transport channels, and the intensification

of PR and marketing efforts.

Key words: Thai-Russian economic relations, values of exports and imports in Thai-Russian trade, Thailand’s trade

deficit with Russia and measures to solve this problem
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AN ABSTRACT

Research to the display of Swan Lake Ballet emerged from this background effects Marinsky theatre‘s styles
which made patterns of their own, in addition to a remarkable adaptability in Russia and outside Russia. All data
shown in this research has been collected from different sources of document both in Thai and foreign language,

including study from Swan Lake Ballet tape record display and also pull some data from internet.

Research results still not clear about the origin of Swan Lake because there is only a little data shown in
relation to its history. However, the ballet can encompass both works of the past, and progressive works of the
present. Some ballet master writes that “Swan Lake” is always changing from time to time, depends on shifts of
directorship, change of parts, whims of choreographers, dancers, designer musicians and the public. But the most
accept theory was believed came from the two great composers, Vladimir Begichev and Vasily Geltser who tell Swan
Lake the story of a Prince falls in love with a Swan Queen, a woman transformed into a bird by Von Rothbart, an evil
sorcerer. Owing to the Swan Queen Odette’s beauty, the Prince swears his eternal love at the enchanted lakeside.
Later, Prince is urged to pick a wife from among visiting princesses on his birthday celebration, but he declines,
remaining faithful to Swan Queen Odette. The sorcerer, Rothbart, suddenly appears and tricks the Prince Siegfried
into declaring his love for Odile. The swan woman is doomed by his tricks and then plunges into the lake to drown.

Prince Siegfried follows her, and his suiside finally destroys the sorcerer’s power.

Swan Lake at Marinsky theatre style compose of 4 acts, under the favourite work performance of Marius
Petipa and Lev Ivanov. Petipa assigned the choreography of Swan Lake to his assistant, Lev Ivanov in January 1895
premiere. It is believed that “Swan Lake” took the first step towards its current popularity at a memorial evening at
the Marinsky in 1895. Later, the Petipa-Ivanov production has formed the basis of most subsequent stagings and has
been so consistenly popular with both audiences and dancers so long a time. Musically, and as a dance drama, Swan
Lake is undoubtedly the most popular of all classical ballets. It is possible to see at least a major portion of the
complete Swan Lake-the famous Act 2 danced by every ballet company in the world. And the ballet is a favourite of

ballerinas as well as audiences.
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