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AN ABSTRACT

As part of a research project entitled “New Russia and Its prospects for Expanded Relations with Thailand,”
the aim of this article is to study the political, foreign relations and economic developments of the Soviet Union from
its establishment as a communist regime in Vladimir Lenin’s period in 1917 to its collapse in Mikhail Gorbachev’s
period in 1991. The research emphatically sums up the governments’ attempts to restructure the nation from the
periods of Nikita Khrushchev, Alexie Kosygin, Leonid Brezhnev, and Yure Undropov, to Constantin Chernenko.

However, an analysis of Gorbachev’s implementation of an economic restructuring and political reform as
evident in his Glasnost and Perestroika (openness and restructuring) revealed that this project eventually caused the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The collapse was inevitable as a result of the government’s failure in dealing with the
conflicts within the communist party, the government circle, and the masses over the direction of the restructuring
policy. The failure finally led to a democratic revolution both in Eastern Europe which had been under the Soviet
influence for quite some time. States that had formally been part of the Soviet Union later developed into the Russian

Federation and Commonwealth Independent States (CIS).

Key words: Soviet communism, Glasnost and Perestroika, New Russia
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AN ABSTRACT

This article provides basic information on the important sects of Christianity, before going to the story of the
Russian Orthodox Church, in the past as well as at present, including the establishment of its branch in Thailand. The
author points out that the reason for the separation of the Russian Orthodox Church from Western Christianity lay in
its unwillingness to be under the power of the Pope, who had the power even to crown and uncrown kings in those
days. Most of the believers in the Orthodox Church live in Eastern Europe, and the Russian Orthodox Church is the
largest with approximately 80 million believers out of the total number of the Orthodox faithful of around 250-300
million all over the world. The Orthodox faithful who separated themselves from Western Christianity and were once
under Muslin rule admittedly adhere to the religious customs that require the strictest practices and strongest faith in
God. In addition, the article provides data on the numbers of believers in the different Christian sects, as follows:
around 1,000 million Catholics, 500 million Protestants, and 250-300 million Orthodox faithful. It also supplies
details of adherents to the Russian Orthodox Church all over the world.

With regard to the Russian Orthodox Church being authorized to set up its branch in Thailand for the first
time on 29 December 1989, the author explains that the initiative was taken by the Russian side that saw benefits for
both the relevant Christians who reside in Thailand and Christian tourists who come to the country during the
Christmas and New Year time. Those in both categories who want to properly engage in their religious practices
during that time can therefore do so. Moreover, it was also reasoned that given the long-standing relations between
Thailand and Russia, which were interrupted only during the Soviet period, and the religious tolerance of the Thai
people who are mostly Buddhist, the establishment of the Russian Orthodox Church Thailand would testify to both
this long relationship and religious freedom in Thai society.

Now apart from three temples of Russian Orthodox Church in Bangkok, Chonburi, and Ratchaburi, there
also is the Orthodox Christian in Thailand Foundation, which has been active in providing social and religious
support for the Orthodox Christianity.

Key words: Russian Orthodox Church, Orthodox Christianity, Catholic Church, Protestant Church
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’ http://www.catholicthailand.com/catholic-article/view.php?page=1&id=16

¢ Lace, William W. Christianity. San Diego, CA: Lucent Books, Inc., 2005 - Orthodox translates from the Greek to mean “correctly believing” or
"correctly glorifying" (from the adjective orthos = correct, right and the verb dokein = seem (to be the case) and thus by extension "believe" or the noun
doxa = belief)
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AN ABSTRACT

This article provides information on business-oriented politics in New Russia. This line of politics arose out
of the continuing dependence of certain state enterprises on the supervision and control of the related ministries. This
dependence resulted in the state enterprise managers having to offer certain benefits to the ministerial administrators
in exchange for the latter’s favours that would facilitate the operation of the enterprises. This is the origin of the
patronage system and corruption in this country. Another aspect of business-oriented politics is the involvement of
most political party leaders and leading business figures in this line of politics. This involvement partly evolved from
the former communist party organization in which they had been once influential. These people took the opportunity
to take hold of large shares of corporations that came into existence as a result of the privatization of state enterprises,
even though these corporations had originally been designed such that their management and workers would jointly
own 49 per cent of the shares, with the state owning the remaining 51 per cent of the shares.

Businessmen and high-ranking government officials used this economic base and their monopolistic power
to quickly develop their businesses and transform themselves into world-class billionaires in a relatively short period
of five years, that is, between 1992 and 1997. Initially, there were more than 10 people who each owned assets worth
more than US$1 billion; in 2004 the number of such people rose to 27. Their somewhat dubious and dishonest
business activities included speculations on exchange rates and prices of goods during economic difficulties and high
inflation, seeking benefits from price differences in case of discount concession goods being exported at very high
prices, and reaping profits from purchasing shares at very low prices from workers and people who were compelled
to sell their assets because of their poverty.

Later, various groups of Russian businesspeople joined in setting up their own political parties to protect
their business interests. These parties include the All Russia Unity, the Party of Economic Freedom and the Party of
Free Work, which were all established in 1993. These people attempted to gain increasing political influence and
power in Russian politics during the Boris Yeltsin government that focused on shock-therapy reform. The measures
they adopted for this purpose include lobbying, running in elections, supporting their own people to obtain seats in
parliament, and providing support for political parties such as by subsidizing their media propaganda.

The article also provides a graphic presentation showing the channels through which business interest groups
have exerted their political influence in New Russia, and a table displaying the financial support given by

corporations and businesspeople to the political parties during their election campaigns in 1999.

Key words: Russian business-oriented politics, shock-therapy economic reform, Boris Yeltsin
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AN ABSTRACT

This article has been adapted from the author’s Independent Study of the same title, which was undertaken as
a partial fulfilment of the Russian Studies Program of the Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University. The study’s
main findings are summarized as follows.

Channels of communication and substance of the news in Russia today It was found that both print
(newspaper and magazine) and electronic (TV and radio) media have been more open in terms of both the channels
through which they gain access to the audience and the contents of the news they propagate since the time of glasnost
and perestroika, which represented the transition period under Mikhail Gorbachev. Despite some interference by the
state, the media, both private and state-owned, have had greater freedom of expression.

Rights and freedom of communication and expression in the USSR/Russia The study found that since the
transition period of Gorbachev’s Soviet Union the media has experienced greater freedom than was the case during
the time of tight control by the Soviet Communist Party. However, the media during this time also became the tool of
political and business leaders under Gorbachev’s reform. Even though under President Putin the electronic media, in
particular, assumed a growing role and were to some extent free, the Putin government used it to strengthen its
control of political power.

Influence of mass media in Soviet/Russian politics It was found that during the Soviet period the media did
not exert much influence over the government, because the state often used its political power to control the media,
and, by providing the latter with financial support, used it as a tool for positive public relations campaigns of the
government and political leaders. During the transition period the Soviet mass media became more influential, given
the greater freedom it enjoyed in expressing its support for or opposition to the government, though it must at the
same time operate within the limit of not being detrimental to the government. During the Putin period the idea of
mass media with social responsibility was adopted, which provide the latter with opportunities to present facts in
support of, or in taking issue with the state — facts that would benefit the people in making their decisions. However,
in practice, the mass media did not exert as much influence as it was expected to do, because the Putin government
had issued strict measures and regulations allowing the state-sector agencies to control the operation of domestic
media.

Analysis of the effects of the control of, and interference with the mass media in Russia during the presidency
of Vladimir Putin It was found that Putin undertook to control and interfere with the media in ways which amounted
to violating freedom of the press in various respects. In particular, in the case journalists working more or less

independently, the abuses include forced disappearance, physical attacks, deprivation of freedom and arrests, lawsuit



abuses, and failure to undertake investigative and fact-finding activities. There were also attempts to exert pressures
on and bring court cases against those in the print media, as well as to prevent or obstruct the dissemination of news
and information by the mass media. In addition, the Putin government took various measures to control and interfere
with the media, including using state0owned media for one-sided public relations in an effort to outperform political
competitors; using the mass media as a political tool for electoral campaigns; taking existing legal measures to
restrict the rights and freedom of the media to publish and disseminate news and information; preparing rules and
regulations on the Internet; using law on libel against the media, interfering in the propagation of news by providing
only one-sided information; and engaging in informal press censorship.

International reactions to control of, and interference with, the press in Russia during Viadimir Putin
presidency Reactions were found to have come from various sources. Reactions from the U.S. government and
Congress were both positive and negative. The United States viewed that the Russian press enjoyed some freedom,
despite interference and control by the government. Moreover, there were reactions from the International Research
and Exchange (IREX), which recommended to the Russian government that it consider giving support for greater
freedom of the press and encouraging it to be more professional. This recommendation was based on the Media
Sustainability Index (MSI) that indicated that freedom of the press in Russia was on the decline. The Helsinki
Foundation for Human Rights (HFHR), which is an important surveillance organization in Europe, criticized Russia
for its issuance of laws limiting the rights and freedoms, including control of and interference with the media, which

amounted to serious violation of human rights.

Key words: mass media during the Soviet/Russian period, freedom of Russian press, control of and interference with

the media, President Vladimir Putin
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AN ABSTRACT

This study on “The role of the Russian Special Force in defending national security” aims to study the
history, evolution, structure and role of this force since the end of the Second World War. The Russian Special Force
has had distinct roles in defending national security -- both external and internal -- up to the present-day. In yielding
better understanding of the force, the study provides grounding for those who are interested in pursuing a more in-
depth study of the subject, which would contribute to the build-up of our knowledge of it.

The Russian Special Force can be classified into two types, namely the military special force, which includes
naval and airborne troops under the Main Intelligence Directorate (GRU), and the special force that has been
responsible for internal security, especially in combating terrorism. Since the end of the Second World War, the
special forces have had important roles in meeting the threat to national security on many occasions, such as during
the Cold War, on the battlefield of Afghanistan, where the special forces operated both the assassination of
Hafizullah Amin in 1979 and the extermination of the Mujahideen in 1980-1988, and in the operations of the Russian
special forces to support the allied nations of the Third World in the form of political and military interference in
these nations and delivery of military equipments and supplies.

After the fall of the USSR in 1991, the Russian Special Force undertook many important missions in the
First and Second Chechen War. Moreover, the force has taken anti- and counter-terrorist actions such as in tackling
the Budyonnovsk hospital hostage crisis, the Moscow theater hostage crisis, and the Beslan school hostage crisis.

The study found that the Russian Special Force has been very important to the protection of national security
since the end of the Second World War up to the present-day. The role of force in normal time is the prevention of
threats to national security. In time of conflict, it has engaged in sabotage, reconnaissance, espionage, anti- and

counter-terrorism, and in war time, it has undertaken military operations and other actions on the strategic level.

Key words: Russian Special Force, Mujahideen Movement, Afganistan, Chechen War, Sabotage& Terrorism.
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