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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, which relies on qualitative research, are as follows: 1) to offer background
and personal information on Vladimir Putin, 2) to analyze his political marketing strategy, and 3) to explore how
he has used his brand personality as a political marketing strategy as a tool to achieve success in his political
career.

Two main research techniques were employed in this research. One is media research through the use of
the internet. The news contents and photos involving Putin as appeared in his own website (the website of the
Prime Minister of the Russian Federation) and Russian official websites were studied and examined. The other is
documentary research, which was used to support and verify the reliability of information. Thereafter, Putin’s
brand personalities were analyzed and examined to find out how his brand personality has contributed to his
political success.

The research result shows that Putin’s brand personality consists of a total of 19 facets: Down-to-Earth,
Honest, Friendly, Reliable, Hard working, Intelligent, Technical, Cooperative, Successful, Leadership, Spirited,
Cool, Unique, Charming, Smooth, Outdoor, Masculine, Tough and Rugged. The research result supports the
hypothesis by showing that Vladimir Putin used his brand personality as a political marketing strategy to create a

positive perception by the Russian people and this, in turn, has helped to maintain his popularity.



Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin: The (real) Tsar of the New Russia
(Branding Strategy — The Key for Success)

Russia, land of the white bear, is the world’s largest country which is located in Eurasia.
Since the long past up to present, the country has been one of the most prosperous countries in the
world and always a land of great diversity and remarkable liveliness. Since its territory occupies
two continents, its culture has been influenced by both Asia and Europe. In Russia, there are more

than 100 different ethnic groups, representing a multiplicity of national histories and cultures.
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Russian Map

There is not any other country like Russia. The country has many interesting things:
beautiful monasteries, churches, cathedrals, mosques, museums, art galleries, libraries and
theaters. It is well known for its huge territory, rich historical and cultural heritage, a great
variety of wild nature, and a plenty of oil and gas. Russian architecture, music, literature, arts are
varied and known all over the world for its outstanding quality and fascination. Additionally,
Russian people are also interesting. the way they act, talk, think and dress are unique and

divergent from people in other parts of the world.



The spectacular onion domes at St.Basil Cathedal, Moscow
(The first thing that pop in mind when people think of Russia)

From aforementioned information we can state that Russia is Unigque.” The unique and
interesting things of Russia include the fact that the former President stepped down and became
Prime Minister and now looks forward to the good chance to rule the country as its President once

again. There is no country but Russia where the ruler could act like this.

Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin

The former President of the Russian Federation

Vladimir Putin is one of the most influential politicians in Russia, the world’s largest
country in terms of territory. He served two consecutive terms of presidency of the Russian
Federation and was named by the 7ime magazine in 2007 as “the Tsar of the New Russia”. He was
elected President of the Russian Federation in 2000 and then re-elected in a landslide election in
2004. In 2008, he stepped down to become Prime Minister of the country and supported Dmitri
Medvedev to hold the Presidential position as his political successor. Medvedev can be seen as a
puppet leader of Vladimir Putin. He stepped down because of the provision in the Constitution
that a president cannot be in office for more than two consecutive terms. It does not mean that his

popularity is in decline. It is quite possible that Vladimir Putin will return to be President again in



the coming presidential election or the one after that (on September 11, 2010, Vladimir Putin

announced that he would be a candidate for the presidential election in 2012).

Person of the Year 2007 by Time Magazine

Vladimir Putin’s special personality is an important factor to explore. He is a man of little
words, with a poker face. His words are ambiguous, equivocal and questionable and leave room
for interpretations. What he says means nothing for anyone. However, perhaps it is because of this
kind of personality that his supporters helped and voted for him to win elections, though they may
have their own ideas. Other parties do not understand his words and give different interpretations

to them.

Putin’s background is also interesting. He dreamed to be an undercover when he was
young; he chose to study law at St. Petersburg University. After that he worked for the KGB in Fast
Germany for many years before leaving the service following the collapse of the Soviet Union.
After that his friend persuaded him to work in the President’s House in Moscow. There he

eventually moved up to be the Prime Minister and successor to President Boris Yelsin.

Vladimir Putin is quite different from the country's former leaders. He is very active, and
thus like a representative of the new generation. He is also a charismatic man. By using harsh and
inflexible policies against terrorism, he led the country back to fame again. When Vladimir Putin
became President, it was the country’s luck as it was in a crisis and people wanted a better
alternative to what they had in life. So, he was the best option. Although Vladimir Putin was
criticized for exploitation of his position, especially by using his power to control public media,
many Russians accepted his leadership. For them “It is very hard for a large country as Russia to be

governed without a great leader as Vladimir Putin.”



Putin formidable poses on armchair

Putin is not only a leader of the Russia Federation who is formidable, credible and
acceptable to Russians and various countries around the world but his image is also unique and
interesting. He is one of those whose story in various aspects makes people feel closer and want to

Brand building is
know him more. He is an expert who presents himself by using Brand Building.

entirely different from an imitative image. Brand building itself tries to expose the strength of
someone and make it remarkable. It does not just create a fake image or personality to present a

false image of someone in a short term.

Fortunately, Putin has his own unique characteristics. It is not too difficult to embellish his
personality in a way that it is supposed to be. In Putin’s campaigning strategy, not only just before
the election, he tried to put himself in the news in various aspects. His image can reach each
target group of people. These are some examples that Putin presents his image that goes beyond

politics.

Putin with Saint Bernard Puppy name “Buffy”



Vladimir Putin was playing the piano "From Where the Motherland Begins" and was singing “Blueberry Hill” on stage

during a charity concert.

Judo: Putin’s favorite sport.
Putin was fishing on the Yenisei River.

Putin was riding a horse through mountain scenery.

Military Images of Putin

All of these images are used to convey aspects of Putin that indicate he is not only a
politician but also a sportsman, a musician, and a family man. All of these would be totally
beneficial to him.

Without doubt, although Putin has strongly been criticized by the West, Putin is currently

gaining increasing, not decreasing, popularity in Russia. The majority of Russian people see that


http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5homIsWNnY5vmxxBSVqdlzpswGI-Q?docId=CNG.079b1b56853f883a607a8f382e61450a.411

he is a strong and resolute leader who has enabled Russia to play a major role in the world again

and they still always respect and believe in him.
Branding Strategy

At present, branding is one of the most well-known strategies that have been used widely,
especially as a political campaign strategy. A ‘Brand Personality’ is in many ways synonymous
with the reputation. It refers to the way other people see you. Are you a genius? What do you
represent? What do you stand for? What ideas and notions pop up as soon as someone hears your
name? It is the key to success for executives, celebrities, CEOs and politicians. In terms of

Branding, there are many definitions as follows.

For Don E. Schultz, Branding is all of the investment that organizations operate in all
media and all promotional activities to support the goods brand and brand communication

Process.

While Howard Kosgrove points out that “A brand is the one thing that you can own that

nobody can take away from you.”

Everett concludes that “Your brand is you and all you are and ever will be. Everything
about you contributes to your personal brand, everything you say, what you wear, your tone of

voice, the look of your space, the look on your face, the way you shake hands.”

If you build a powerful brand, you will in turn be able to create a powerful marketing
program as well. The important thing that you are supposed to remember is the word ‘UNIQUE’

What makes you unique also increases your value.

In political affairs, branding is about how a political organization or individual is
perceived as a whole. It is broader than the product; whereas a product has a functional purpose,
a brand offers something additional, which is more psychological and less tangible. It is concerned

with impressions, images, attitudes and recognition. Branding helps a party or a candidate to


http://www.wikihow.com/Monitor-Your-Online-Reputation

change or maintain reputation and support. Branding can also be used to sell policies. This
element helps to create a trusting relationship between the producer and the consumer when it
achieves its goal.

Because the brand is related to brand loyalty, when the consumer has the good impression
with the product, they will trust it and use it again and again. The behavior comes from the use of
the feeling rather than reason, which can maintain the consumer in the long-term use. That is
why the clear, distinctive and unique brand is very important for politicians. Through tangible
products they offer the intangible things such as ideas, promises and trusts to the voters, who are

thereby persuaded to support him in elections.

The strategy mentioned above have been accepted and successfully deployed around the
world by famous political leaders, such as John F. Kennedy, Ronald Regan, Margaret Thatcher,
Tony Blair, Barack Obama and etc. This strategy made them succeed in the elections. Vladimir
Putin is the one who has brought and used this strategy as well. He has been one of the most

influential politicians in Russia, from his first public appearance up to the present (2011).
The Significance of Media in Branding

Nowadays, anything that you want to do must remind yourself that “Visibility is the key to
success”. You must create your value by presenting your own story or any information to prospect

people by mass communication.
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This is applied to political affairs as well. In politics, generally, it can be stated that the
popularity of a politician often depends on the image he or she projects. Political candidates,
therefore, use the media, images and ideas to create their special image, hoping to influence voters
and gain political power. Presently, politicians have set up a more aggressive policy in order to

bridge the gap between politics, business and media. Some politicians try to create activities that



stimulate social interest, such as political and public activities. Politicians have paid visits to local
communities to create their image through the media. However, politicians cannot meet all people
in their constituency; therefore, they must rely on the media in order to communicate with the
people who both support or do not support them. Most of the successful politicians invest their
time and resources in the media. The most important way to current political success in a
democratic country is that politicians must pay much attention to their images, which sometimes
are more crucial than their political policy. Politicians will give a positive image of themselves and
negative images will not be revealed. Therefore, whether a politician’s image is going to be

positive or negative may depend on the effective procedures in dealing with the media.

People who receive and learn the information about someone everyday tend to feel
emotionally bound with that person automatically. When the people repeatedly consume the
news, they will unconsciously have good impression on it. Likewise, the recurrence of a
politician’s positive activities will influence people to support him without doubt. Thus, skilled
politicians will do their best to have the media regularly emphasize their good side. Politicians
believe that the mass media is the most important way to a successful political career. They will
make every endeavor to strengthen their relations with the media in order to get support from
them. Actually, the media and politicians are both colleagues and opponents at the same time.

They have their respective interests to protect and promote.
Putin’s Branding Strategy

From the study of Putin’s biography, work experience and honors on newspapers, radio
and television via Russian official websites, the author has found that, he is interesting in terms of
his background, his personality and his images which have distinguished him from others. Using
Putin as a case study, we can assume that his popularity has been derived from his brand
personality, which has been perfectly constructed. Putin’s branding strategy can be presented in

the form ‘Brand Personality Diagram’ by Dorresteijn as below.



http://visual-branding.com/about-tom-dorresteijn/
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Brand Personality Diagram

The above diagram, from the left side to the right side, generally describes that Brand
Personality is created by the Identification and Quality of the product itself and Brand Personality
is also evaluated by the consumers in the market via communication, visualization of consumers
and its (product) behavior. When the consumer receives the information if the result has good
effect, it would make profit or increase the market share. Meanwhile, if it is applied to a person,
and if it is effective, the result is that he or she will be well known or recognized. The model of

Putin’s Branding Strategy can be in the following diagram.

" PutinIdentity |
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Putin’s Brand Personality Diagram

Having studied and analyzed information about Putin’s personality, background, image
and personality, it is found that Putin has truly used his Brand Personality as product identity and
quality to contribute to the positive perception by Russian people and optimize the chance to

maintain his popularity.




To identifty the type of Putin’s Brand Personality, the author used ‘Brand Personality

Brand Personality Dimension by J.Aaker

Dimension’ by J. Aaker. This dimension consists of 42 facets as showed in the table below.

Sincerity Competence Excitement | Sophisticated | Ruggedness
Down-to-earth | Reliable Daring Upper class Outdoor
Family-oriented | Hard working | Trendy Glamorous Masculine
Honest Secure Exciting Good looking | Western
Sincere Intelligent Spirited Charming Tough
Wholesome Technical Cool Feminine Rugged
Original Corporative Young Smooth
Cheerful Successful Imaginative
Friendly Leadership Unique
Sentimental Confident Up-to-date

Independent
Contemporary

The author has found that Putin’s Brand Personality consists of 19 root facets. Down-to-
Earth, Honest, Friendly, Reliable, Hard working, Intelligent, Technical, Cooperative, Successful,
Leadership, Spirited, Cool, Unique, Upper class, Charming, Smooth, Outdoor, Masculine, Tough

and Rugged. These facets can be grouped into the original facets and the creative facets as follows.

Original facets of Putin’s brand personality
Down-to-Earth

This brand personality can be analyzed from his root and his act as well. Putin came from
a working class family, which led him to understand what ordinary people want. Therefore, the
speeches of Putin were encouraging and expressed in a ‘language’ well understood by all. Several
times, Putin used street words in public speeches; instead of damaging him, his radical and
progressive character became his advantage, making him a hero. A majority of Russian people

think ‘he as them’ and feel that they have close ties with him than with the others. Moreover,



many activities he has engaged in, for instance, his interactions with the ordinary people and his
performance of traditional rituals, have contributed to his image of being down-to-earth and

made him belong to the people.

Putin performing a traditional ritual

Honest

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his honesty and loyalty to Anatoly
Sobshak and Boris Yeltsin, his superiors. His relationship with Anatoly Sobchak, St. Petersburg’s
mayor, developed when Putin worked in the Russian Administration as his advisor. Sobchak was
accused of corruption and was sentenced to imprisonment. Although it was risky, Putin decided to
help his superior escape and refused to work with Yakovlev who became the St. Petersburg mayor,
replacing his former superior. Another case happened when Putin became Acting President of the
Russian Federation, Putin showed his gratitude to Yeltsin by signing a decree to grant Yeltsin and
future Russian Presidents’ immunity from criminal prosecution, arrest, search or interrogation,
and awarding Yeltsin a generous pension. Moreover, during his time in the Russian
Administration, Putin worked without any corruption scandal and also conveyed to the public
that his important priority was the national interest and Russian people. Therefore, it can be
asserted that honesty and loyalty are the most distinctive and outstanding brand personality of

Putin.
Friendly

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his relationship with his friends. Putin
has a good relationship with his friends. He keeps contact with his old friends as always, in
particular his close college friends at the Faculty of Law at St. Petersburg University. Even when he
was a KGB agent, a position which required him to conceal the position and cut off from friends,
he never did so. In time of hardship, he has never abandoned his friends and sticks with them, no

matter what the situation is. He is ready to take risks to help them as well.



Reliable

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his dressing style and his posing. The
photos that appear in news and Official Websites show his modest and imposing dressing style
matched with a choice of controlled colors, always in dark tone and earth tone colors such as
white, gray, black and dark blue. The dark controlled-color suit indicates a reliable, stable and
trustworthy personality. Besides, his posing in the public which always appears as poker-face can

refer to his commitment and strong will.

Putin’s reliable image

Intelligent This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his capability. While he was
in power, he tried to show that he was the Russia Federation’s leader who was formidable,
credible, and acceptable not only to Russians but also various countries around the world. He was
the first Russian leader since Lenin to speak foreign languages, having a good command of both

German and English.

Moreover, in his early age, whenever Putin fried to do something with his intention, he
could accomplish it in a short time. For instance, when he learned German, he could acquire it
rapidly and correctly; and when he was trying to develop his grades to reach the point average
required for admission to the Faculty of Law of one of the country's top universities, he was also

successful.
Cooperative

The analysis of this Brand Personality can be based on his biography, which confirms that
he is a cooperative person who can work with others very well. He can act as both a leader and a
follower. His role as a leader impressed Yeltsin. When Putin served as head of FSB, he was ordered
to dismiss numerous officials. Putin strictly followed the order, but he tried to make sure that

those who were dismissed could have a ‘soft landing’ with a new jobs or generous pensions.



In his role as a follower, Putin was told by Yeltsin about his resignation plan and his
intention to appoint him as his successor. Putin’s immediate reaction was, ‘I'm not ready for that
decision, Boris Nikolayevich.” But eventually the conversation ended with Putin reportedly saying

with military terseness. ‘I will work wherever you assign me”.
Charming

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his character. He actually does not
belong to a group of good-looking people but he has got a strong mysterious charm and is
remarkably attractive, called charisma. The evolution of Putin’s images as Prime Minister, former
President of the Russian Federation and former head of the FSB have been developed and
constantly transmitted via the media, in particular the presentation of his sex appeal that has

attracted the public’s eye several times.

The clear evidence of his charm is the groups of Putin’s supporters, especially the women’s
movement; ‘Nashi’(Hamm), ‘Putin's Army’ (Apmuio Ilyruna), ‘We really like Putin’ (Ham
neiictBuTenbHO HpaButes Ilytun) and ‘I want to see him’ ( 51 xouy ero Bumers). These groups

organized many activities on many occasions to show their support to Putin, for example.

On October 2010: Birthday Calendar

Twelve girls, all journalism students of the Moscow State University, posed in lacy underwear
and used sexual innuendo to create a sex calendar and dedicated it to the Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin's 58th birthday.

The cover page of a 2011 calendar which says

"Vladimir Vladimirovich, We love you"

On March 2011. Putin’s Party



Paradise nightclub held a party called ‘Putin’s Party’ with a slogan, "I want the prime minister!"

and released «My Blueberry Hills» a new track of Dj Smash performed by Putin.

Pictures from Putin’s Party at Paradise Night Club
On July 2011 . Carwash for Putin

I Really Do Like Putin’ was the girl group, who would do just about anything to get Valdimir
Putin back into the Kremlin the following year [2012]. The group set up a hot car wash in front of the
Moscow State University building by wearing bikinis and 8 inches high-heel shoes on July 21, 2011,
offering their free cleaning services exclusively to drivers of Russian cars such as Ladas and Volgas to

support Putin’s policy of Russian domestic car industry.

Car wash for Putin

On August 2011. Tear it up and join Putin’s Army

Putin's Army, another group of young, female Putin supporters who formed on VKontakte, the
Russian version of Facebook, released a professionally-made video calling on "young, smart, and
beautiful" girls to tear off their shirts and back a Putin campaign for presidency and persuaded
audiences to join their legion and show their love and support to Vladimir Putin by tearing up their

shirts to win the Tablet PC iPad2.


http://deluxesound.com.ua/uploads/posts/2011-06/1309302727_r01.jpg
http://deluxesound.com.ua/uploads/posts/2011-06/1309302788_r04.jpg
http://deluxesound.com.ua/uploads/posts/2011-06/1309302746_r05.jpg
http://kirillschitov.livejournal.com/211912.html

Campaign ‘Tear it up for Putin’

Unique

This Brand Personality can be analyzed by using the data confirming that he is one of the
most beloved political figures in the history of Russia. He is charismatic, heroic, youthful and
intellectual in his speeches and in his dressing. He is an icon to many, especially the younger
population and he knows how to catch people mind. He has great personality and interesting
background which make him different from other politicians. The combination of these attributes
makes him a remarkable and influential politician. The people can remember him as ‘Unique.” His

name has been used in advertising and taken to set up a brand such as ‘Putina’ vodka.
Smooth

This Brand Personality can be analyzed by using his photos taken with a variety of animals.
horses, fish, chickens, dogs and much more, presenting the image of a smooth, kind and
sympathetic person. Although on the world stage, Putin is an aggressive and strong person, at the
same time he is smooth, gentle and tender. This brand personality can be seen via the media when

Putin is with animals. His image is an animal lover, like the ones below.



http://jourdom.ru/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/%D0%B1%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1%8C%D1%89%D0%B8%D1%86%D1%8B.jpeg

Putin and a variety of animals

In addition, as Prime Minister, Putin has set up a special project called 'Special Project of
the Prime Minister' to protect animals. The four types of animals under this project are the Amur
tiger, the polar bear, the white whale and the snow leopard. Putin has regularly worked to fix

transmitter signals on the animals by himself.

Special Project of the Prime Minister

Moreover, in his personal life, Putin owns two dogs, named Koni and Buffy. The photos

showing the time when he played with them can be seen often in news.



Putin with his pets; a black Labrador Retriever named Koni and a caramel-white-patched Saint Bernard Puppy named

Buffy’

Masculine

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his strong and healthy image. Putin
represents a perfect man who has both sports and military skills. Although he is near the age of
sixty, he is still strong and healthy because he does not smoke and hardly drinks. His semi-nude

(shirtless) photos with fit and firm muscles can be seen via the media several times.

The image of Putin as a sportsman


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labrador_Retriever
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koni_(dog)
http://visualrian.ru/en/site/gallery/#150799/context[lightbox]=12807

Military Iimages of Putin

Rugged

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his character and his acts when he
deals with any situations. He has been criticized for his rugged behavior via the media, especially
when he gave speeches on the foreign policy and world affairs. As Russia is the world’s largest
country in terms of territory, Putin has hesitated to do anything to ensure its security. He was
referred as Dictator and Iron Chancellor for using harsh and inflexible policies against terrorists.
The interesting situation was his speech on the solution of the second Chechen war. When a
reporter asked Putin why his government did not negotiate with the leaders of Chechen rebels,
Putin answered: “Russia does not negotiate with terrorists; (Russia) destroys them.” He also used
street words in the speech without fear on Chechen extremists: “We will follow terrorists

everywhere. Should we catch them in a shithouse, we will whack them in a shithouse. ”

The rugged and aggressive brand personality of Putin as inherent in his public speeches

has been known as ‘Putinism.” Examples of ‘Putinism’ style are given below.

— 1In 2000, CNN's Larry King asked Putin what had been the cause of the Kursk nuclear submarine
accident, which killed 118 crew members in the Barents Sea. Putin made light of the question,
answering, "It sank." During the failed rescue operation, Russia had turned down offers of help from

other countries, and Putin was criticized for refusing to cut short a vacation.


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/39/Vladimir_Putin_Cockpit_TU-160_Bomber.jpg

— Meeting reporters in 2003, Putin said jailed Yukos oil company chairman Mikhail Khodorkovsky's
offer to pay back taxes from the 1990s had come too late. "One must always obey the law," Putin said,

"and not only when you're grabbed in a certain place.”

— In 2005, Putin met American businessmen in Moscow, among whom was Robert Kraft, owner of
the New England Patriots football team, which had recently won the Super Bowl. When Kraft showed
Putin his diamond-encrusted championship ring, Putin surprised his guests by trying on the ring,
slipping it into his pocket and leaving. Kraft later said he had given the ring to Putin as a gift and

token of respect.

— During a joint news conference with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in 2006, a Russian
journalist overheard Putin talking about Israeli President Moshe Katsav, who had been accused of
multiple rapes. "What a mighty man he turns out to be!" Putin said. "He raped 10 women; I'd never
have expected that from him. He surprised us all — we all envy him!" The Kremlin later confirmed
Putin had made the comments. During a call-in television program, Putin criticized reporters for

"eavesdropping" on his conversation with Olmert, saying it was "unseemly."

— When asked by a journalist in 2006 about Russia's possible support for sanctions against Iran, Putin
denied accusations that Tehran was developing nuclear weapons, saying, "If a grandmother had

certain reproductive organs, she would be a grandfather."

— During a summit of the Group of Eight leading industrialized countries in Germany in 2007, Putin
attacked the United States and Europe and described himself as the world's only "pure democrat."
"After the death of Mahatma Gandhi," he said, "there's no one to talk to." Putin rejected criticism that he
had ended democracy and reinstituted authoritarianism in Russia, accusing European countries of
"killing demonstrators in the streets."

— During a news conference in 2008, Putin criticized Western elections observers by quoting a well-
known line from a popular television crime drama. "They're trying to teach us something!", he said.

"Well, let them teach their wives how to make cabbage soup!"
(Citation from. Putinisms’ From the Mouth of a President, 2008 by Gregory Feifer)

The aforementioned examples did not look good on the international scene and could
damage Putin, but from the Russian perspective he has been overwhelmingly popular, being seen

instead as a hero and savior of Russia.
Leadership

The analysis of this Brand Personality can be based on his biography, his role and the
performance of his government functions. Putin obviously has leadership skills, guaranteed by
two consecutive terms of the presidency. Even when he became Prime Minister, he seems to be the

real leader of Russia and the most influential politician of the country. In childhood, his leadership



capabilities and qualities were already shown. He held the leader’s position such as Chair of his
Pioneer Unit’s council when he was thirteen. Thereafter, in his working age, he has always been
appointed in high positions such as First Deputy Mayor of St.Petersburg, First Deputy Overseeing
the Law Enforcement Agencies and Media, Deputy Chief of the Russian Presidential Business
Administration Department, Deputy Chief of the Presidential Executive Office, Head of FSB (the
Federation Security Service), Secretary of the Russian Security Council and etc. Moreover, in the
position of Prime Minister, he acts as representative and leader in official meetings, international

visits, and working trips around Russia.
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Putin's photos during official meeting and international visit



Creative facets of Putin’s brand personality
Hard working

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his work schedule, his responsibility,
and photos of his activities. All these indicate that he has been working hard continuously almost

everyday.

Putin’s work schedule

Moreover, a study of Putin's biography shows that he has been hard-working since his
childhood. This brand personality appeared when he made a decision to continue his study at the
Faculty of Law, St. Petersburg University, the country's leading university, but his grades were not
good enough and he had no back up. He made tremendous efforts to develop his grade and finally

he was admitted to study there, in accordance with his intention.

Technical

The analysis of this Brand Personality can partly be based on his biography, his education,
and his work experience. In terms of education, Putin is well educated, having graduated from St.
Petersburg University’s Faculty of Law with a Master’s Degree and a Ph.D. in Economics. In terms
of work experience, Putin was a former KGB agent and served in the agency for more than ten
years. He received training in various technical skills, typically in military skill, such as parachute,
piloting, patience-practice, cooperating with people and etc. All these skills were used when Putin

held the political position.



Spirited

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his musical talent shown in both the
performance of the piano "From Where the Motherland Begins" and singing “Blueberry Hill”
Although his character always seems aggressive, there are some spirited and playful

characteristics. On 11 December 2010, Putin got on stage during a charity concert to support the

fight against children's ontological and ophthalmological diseases in Russia.

Vladimir Putin was playing the piano and was singing “Blueberry Hill.”

Cool

This Brand Personality is inherent in the photo gallery on the website and his biography.
His photos captured Putin in various poses and manners, showing that he is cool, smart and good
looking. In addition, Putin is supported by his unique and extraordinary background as a former
KGB agent, along with his personality, habit and lifestyle, making him even more interesting and

outstanding.



http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5homIsWNnY5vmxxBSVqdlzpswGI-Q?docId=CNG.079b1b56853f883a607a8f382e61450a.411

Putin’s cool photos

Successful

This Brand Personality can be seen from the data that appear in the Official Website of the

Prime Minister of the Russian Federation in the biography section, showing his work experiences.

Putin is a very successful person. He has experienced working progress and gained a lot of
honors such as Judo championships of St. Petersburg” (in 1976), ‘the insignia of Grand-Croix
(Grand Cross) of the Legion d'Honeur’, the highest French decoration (in 2006), ‘Person of the
Year’ by the 7ime magazine (in 2007), ‘the King Abdul Aziz Award’, Saudi Arabia's top civilian
decoration (in 2007), ‘the Order of Zayed’, UAE's top civil decoration (in 2007) and efc.
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Putin’s resume

Outdoor

This Brand Personality can be seen from his photos and his vacation activities. Putin
extremely likes adventures. In his free time, he always goes upcountry and engages in outdoor

activities. His outdoor lifestyle has always been presented via the media, like the examples below.

On August 2007. Vladimir Putin, as the Russian President, entertained Kremlin cohorts

and international dignitaries, including Prince Albert of Monaco, on a fishing holiday in Siberia.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%A9gion_d%27honneur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Person_of_the_Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Person_of_the_Year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Zayed

Putin and his royal guests fishing in the Yenisei river

On 15 August 2007: Russian President Vladimir Putin visited the Republic of Tuva.

Russian President Vladimir Putin fishes in the Khemchik River

in the Republic of Tuva.

On August 2009. Outdoor vacation adventure outside the fown of Kyzyl in Southern Siberia

Putin on horseback Putin swims a butterfly stroke.


http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/gallery/2007/aug/14/russia.internationalnews?picture=330565626
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/gallery/2007/aug/14/russia.internationalnews?picture=330565626

Putin drives an outboard motorboat
Tough

This Brand Personality can be analyzed in terms of his character, as presented through
photos. Almost sixty years old, Putin is still strong and healthy. He has a fit and firm body which
enables him to be photographed shirtless. Putin can be seen as a tough guy in shirtless photos
several times. Moreover, his photos that have been previously presented as examples were clearly
parts of carefully crafted photos to create an impression of a strong and macho leader who can

handle any situation.

Putin’s tough image

Dimensions of Putin’s Brand Personality can be presented in the brand personality table

below.


http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/gallery/2007/aug/14/russia.internationalnews?picture=330565632
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/gallery/2007/aug/14/russia.internationalnews?picture=330565632

Sincerity Competence Excitement | Sophisticated | Ruggedness
Down-to-earth | Reliable Spirited Upper class Outdoorsy
Honest Hard working | Cool Charming Masculine
Friendly Intelligent Unique Smooth Tough

Technical Rugged
Corporate

Successful

Leader

The above table shows that Putin’s brand personality includes all five dimensions. This
indicates that he has perfect brand personality. The diversity of Putin’s brand personality affects
the emotional sphere of the electorate and enables him to access several target groups, which has
led to his popularity. Moreover, from this table, it can be concluded that his two main dimensions
are ‘Competence’ and ‘Ruggedness.” Both dimensions are the key to his success as a great political

leader, who has to play the role in international affairs as the leader of the world’s largest country.
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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to study the roots of conflict between Chechnya and Russia from an Islamic
perspective and to study the relations of Islamic principles to the conflict between Chechnya and Russia. In the
past, Muslims in Chechnya had lived peacefully until their homeland was invaded by the Russian empire, to
which Chechnya was later annexed. The conflict changed from bad to worse when Until the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR) adopted religious persecution and deportation policy. The Islamic world views
Russia’s occupation of Chechnya as unjust, because this land did not accept the Gergiev Treaty, though which
Russia annexed Georgia as part of Russian empire and eventually forcibly annexed Chechnya which is located
between Russia and Georgia. The Islamic world also views deportation in 1944 by Joseph Stalin as one of the
four holocausts in Chechen history and the worst of all. Million of Chechen were unjustly expelled from their
homes and at least 200,000 died during the deportation. This event is reason enough for the fight that Chechen
have put up against Russia up to now, though some specialists consider this as a terrorist by state. In conclusion,
it can be said that all of violence and conflict between Chechnya and Russia originated from injustice done by
Russia to Chechen. This has given rise to a spirit of fighting for the release from this Russian injustice. The fight
is also based on Islamic principles. If, in the past, Russian had ruled Chechnya by justice and did not destroy all
rights and freedom, the conflict between Chechnya and Russia might not have happened. Chechen people could

have peacefully lived under Russian rule.

Key words: Chechnya, Muslims in Russia, Terrorist, Terrorism by State, Jihad
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ABSTRACT

Eastern Europe is Russia’s neighboring region that has had long and close relations with it. Particularly,
this region was the sphere of influence of the Soviet Union during the Cold War. The end of the Cold War
brought about tremendous changes in the region including its international politics. Russia as the successor to the
USSR and as a Eurasian power, however, has managed to maintain its influence by playing a crucial role in
Eastern Europe especially via her key neighborhood policy “Near Abroad”. Also as a major energy exporter state,

Russia uses energy as her important foreign policy tool.

Key Words: Russia’s Near Abroad, International Politics in Eastern Europe, Commonwealth of Independent

States: CIS, Baltic States, Post-Cold War.
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ABSTRACT

The relationship between China and Russia in 21th century has developed largely in response to the US
global primacy in the seemingly uni-polar international system. China and Russia have encountered pressures
caused by the United States, who, in seeking to maintain its leadership status in this uni-polar system, has
engaged in unilateral actions together with efforts to expand its influence. This has adversely affected the security
interests of both China and Russia. As a result, these two powers have had to develop friendly relationship and
expand the cooperation between them in order to promote the development of a multi-polar international system
as well as a new international order. They perceive such a development as helping to enhance their leadership.
China and Russia have expanded both regional and international cooperation in order to contain the extension of
the US global influence. They have also resisted US domination in regulating the international order, especially
for the purpose of pressuring other countries to succumb to US political, economic and security interests by
accepting US values including democracy, liberal economic policies and human rights. China and Russia have
expressed similar attitudes and supported each other on important international issues. This effort can be seen in
their coordination at the United Nation Security Council in vetoing the draft resolutions tabled by the USA that
apparently aim to intervene in internal affairs of other countries. Moreover, China and Russia have also expanded
their cooperation through political and economic international organizations and other cooperative frameworks
where both countries could exert influence in supporting the development of a multi-polar international system
and new international order, including the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and BRICs, in order to

reduce the global leadership role of the USA.

Key words: China-Russia relationship in 21" century, uni-polar international system, multi-polar international

system, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization: (SCO), the emerging developed countries: (BLICs).
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“The United States has long maintained the option of preemptive actions to counter a
sufficient threat to national security. The greater the threat, the greater is the risk of inaction and
the more compelling the case for taking anticipatory action to defend ourselves, even if
uncertainty remains as to the time and place of the enemy’s attack. To forestall or prevent such

hostile acts by our adversaries, the United States will, if necessary, act preernptively”116
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ABSTRACT

This research relies on the Russian Federation with the CAGE model for the analysis of the obstacles to
trade relations between Thailand and Russia. The purposes are to identify factors relevant to this relationship,
including cultural differences, administrative systems, and geographic and economic conditions, analyze trade
relationship and evaluate opportunities for developing trade between the two countries in the future. The study
considers internal factors of each state to see how these affect this type of relationship; that is, how they create the
“distance” between the Thailand and Russia. In doing this, the CAGE Model is used: C-Cultural Distance, A-
Administrative Distance, G-Geographical Distance and E-Economic Distance. These four factors are interrelated
and helpful in that they enable researchers to avoid consideration of unreasonable distances and differences. This

model has been developed by Pankaj Ghemawat, a scholar of International Econonomics.

The research findings are that the obstacles to trade relations between Thailand and Russia are caused by
cultural differences and distance, administrative systems, geographic and economic distances. The study has also
come to the conclusion that Russian trade rules and regulations are additional obstacles to the development of
this relationship between the two countries; this factor directly affects long-term trade planning. Since there are
informal and unorganized elements that influence trading in Russia (and that represent an informal system
operating together with the official system of the Russian government), there is a lack of transparency in this
sector. In addition, there are spoil and patronage systems, which have made Russian trading lacking in
consistency and regularity in management and operating procedures. The domestic taxation system fails to meet
international standards and there is inflexibility relating to export and import processes. Moreover, corruption is
a main problem of the bureaucratic and administrative systems that already lack transparency and innovation.

This is a kind of heritage inherited from communist society that is difficult to completely eradicate.

Key words: Russian-Thai trade relations, CAGE model, mafia and unorganized trading in Russia, spoil and

patronage system in Russia, corruption and lacks of transparency in Russia.
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AN ABSTRACT

This research article is aimed to examine how far Russia from the communist regime particularly during
the Mikhail Gorbachev period to the liberal democratic Russian Federation under Boris Yelsin and Vladimir
Putin has developed and changed. It is also hoped that this knowledge about new Russia would contribute to the
expansion of relations between Thailand and this country in the future. This research is mostly based on
information and data from various source materials in the Thai, English and Russian languages. Interviews were
also used in collecting data. The informants are the persons and representatives from relevant agencies and
organizations both in Thailand and Russia. Particularly, this method was used in the effort to gain information
from the government and private sectors as well individuals working under administrations of Thaksin Shinawat

and President Vladimir Putin.

The research findings indicate that the Russia under Putin experienced a high level of political security
which provided a good atmosphere for investment. Although in the decision-making process was strongly
influenced by the patronage system in Russian politics, there were still many possible channels for contacts with
the Russian government circle at a right time. However, a new trend of the new Russia under Putin was that it
was striving for reform that would lead the country to the goals of progress, transparency, well-defined practices
in public affairs. This has brought about more opportunities for the future investment in this country by both the

Thai government and the private sector.

The Thai-Russian relations have improved since the time of Gorbachev’s support for the Indochina peace
process that resulted in the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia and multilateral cooperation to
reestablish a democratic government in this country. Thereafter Thailand began to adjust its anticommunist
attitude and turned to Russia more and more after the fall of Russian Communism. This development gradually
helped to eliminate the anti-Russian Communist current in Thailand and contributed to the restoration of Thai-
Russian relations in all aspects. Besides, some suggestions have been made in this research for the ways to build
relations between the two countries in manifold cooperation and exchanges. Also, the relations are aimed to

support, develop and solve problems obstructing the expansion of the relationship between the two countries.

The study sees that Russia under Putin needed to strengthen its economy and security and restore its

major power status, so that it could play a constructive role in counter-balancing to the U.S.A. and the EU. As for



Thailand under Thaksin, it was necessary to promote closer relations with with Russia, especially in the fields of
security, trade, investment, tourism, as well as science and technology. This is seen as providing a strong

rationale for the development of closer relations between Thailand and Russia in the future.

Key word: Thai-Soviet relations, Thai-Russian relations, President Vladimir Putin, Prime Minister Thaksin

Chinawat



New Russia and the Prospects for Expanded Thai-Russian Relations
Rom Phiramontri*
Naruemit Sodsuk
Wattana Kunwong
Prinya Charusiriwat

Despite its post-communist transformation, Russia remains a major world power. Moreover, with two-
thirds of its land area lying in Asia, together with vast potentials, it is a country to be reckoned with in the Asia-
Pacific.

It has actually assumed a growing role in this region on both bilateral and multilateral levels. On the
multilateral front it has actively participated in such regional arrangements as APEC and ARF. And on the
bilateral level Thai-Russian relations, in particular, are resuming in a cordial spirit after a long lapse of staying at
a distance from each other or at best in a barren diplomatic backwater.

Thailand has targeted Russia as one of those countries and regions with which it is enlarging its contact
and cooperation. Not only does Russia, together with the CIS, offer great prospects for expanded trade,
investment, and tourism, among other possible areas of bilateral relationship, but the country could also be part of
a strategic partnership that includes other major regional power — China, Japan, and India, in particular.

Talking cognisance of the growing saliency of Russia in the Asia-Pacific, and of the need to strengthen
Thai-Russian relations, the Thailand Research Fund took the initiative, in consultation with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, in launching this research project on “New Russia and the Prospects for Expanded Thai-Russian
Relations”. The purpose is both to gain basic understanding of this new Russia and to explore the prospects and
possibilities of expanding Thai-Russian relationship in its various domains. In Thailand, there is an unfortunate
shortage of knowledge about Russia (and Eastern Europe in general). This research project was aimed at least to
partially fill this gap. It was also expected that the research results could be of beneficial use to policy-makers and

members of the interested public alike.

* Members of the research team include Dr.Rom Phiramontri of the Russian Studies Program, Thammasat University, Associate Professor
Naruemit Sodsuk of the Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University; Mr.Wattana Kunwong, Counselor, the Royal Thai Embassy in Moscow; and Miss

Prinya Charusiriwat, of the Department of Export Promotion, Ministry of Commerce.



Headed by Dr.Rom Phiramontri of the Russian Studies Centre of Thammasat University,** the research
project covered post-communist Russia and its burgeoning relations with Thailand, particularly during the
Vladimir Putin leadership and the Thaksin Shinnawatra government. The project relied on both documentary and
field research. The field research was conducted in both Thailand and Russia, and it included visits to major
documentation centres and interviews with key persons in both countries.** The research effort covers the
following issues and themes:

1) The Soviet Union before the collapse of communism — a study of the internal and external conditions
of the Soviet Union to see how these conditions eventually led to the collapse of the communist regime.

2) Russia in transition — an analysis of the strategies and policies of Boris Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin in
their efforts to restore political and economic stability of Russia in a difficult transitional period

3) Decision-making structures and processes in new Russia — how policies in the various substantive
domains are formulated and implemented.

4) Thai-Russian relations — involving two substantive issues, namely, the status of Thai-Russian relations
in the political, security , trade, investment, educational, science and technology, cultural, and tourism issue-

areas, and prospects for the expansion of Thai-Russian relations in these areas.

‘Why the Soviet Union Failed
To fully understand new Russia, it is necessary to examine the conditions in the Soviet Union — political,
administrative, and economic — as well as the external conditions, before its collapse at the end of 1991. The

research project thus began with an analysis of developments in the Soviet Union from the time of Nikita

Khrushchev to Mikhail Gorbachev.

** On the Thai side, the persons interviewed included those at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Commerce, the Tourism
Authority of Thailand, the Science and Technology Research Institute of Thailand, the International Chamber of Commerce Thailand, the Export-
Import Bank of Thailand, the Russian Tourist Guides Society, the Royal Thai Embassy in Moscow, and the Honorary Consulate in St Petersburg. In
Russia, interviews were undertaken at the Foreign Ministry, the Duma’s Foreign Relations Committee, the Central Bank of Russian Federation, the
Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Federation Academy, and the Russian Boards of Trade and Industry in Industry in Moscow and St

Petersburg.



The Soviet Union had both its successes and failures. The communist regime actually had a lot of
achievements to its credit. In particular, it had satisfactorily lessened inequalities and injustices, especially in the
economic realm. It shortcomings, to which its failures were largely attributable, lay in its political power
structure. In fact, the monopoly of political power by the Communist Party for more than 70 years had been
characterized by a struggle between the “revolutionists” and the “reformists”. The revolutionists confronted the
capitalist class and capitalist countries head-on, while the reformists sought a compromise with the capitalist
forces. In the end, the Soviet communist system collapsed, largely owing to its failure in making reformist
adjustments and shifting its foreign policy to greater accommodation with the capitalist world, especially the

United States.

Transition to Democracy

New Russia under Boris Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin represents a transition from communism to a
democratic system. How the two leaders have devised strategies for the conduct of policies in the political and
administrative sectors, as well as in economic and foreign affairs, is of great interest here. Understanding of their
strategies would significantly shed light on this transitional process.

During the Yeltsin period (1991-1999), Russia was confronted with the difficult task of economic reform
as a transition to a free-market economy. The government had to tackle tough policy issues such as privatisation
of state-owned enterprises. Though it did not succeed in transforming these enterprises into truly public-owned
companies, it was able to gradually achieve financial stability, together with a boost in domestic production and

exports. These created crucial conditions for subsequent efforts to revitalize the economy. With huge increases in



earnings from exports, particularly of oil and natural gas, the country experienced a GNP growth of 10 per cent in
2000.

In an effort to accelerate an economic renovation and development, the Yeltsin government had to rely
much on the West, especially in the areas of trade and investment. However, in expanding its relations with the
Western countries, particularly the United States and the European Union, it experienced the encroachment of
their influence into Eastern Europe, which had been once within the Soviet sphere of influence. Russia thus
needed to redress this growing imbalance with negotiations for further strategic arms reduction and a build-up of
new strategic partnerships with countries in the Asia-Pacific region. Moreover, it called for an enhanced role of
the United Nations in maintaining international peace and security.

Vladimir Putin, who succeeded Yeltsin as the president of the Russian Federation in 2000, has achieved
some success in the reform effort. He has been particularly successful in creating political stability by placing his
own men — those who are regarded as capable and reliable — in key positions and establishing his own political
party to widen and strengthen his political base. He has also succeeded in getting political rivals out of his way.
In addition, he has restructured the administrative system to make it more efficient.

Putin’s political strategy has been criticized for both its positive and negative effects. For while the
strategy has created administrative solidarity and efficiency, it has resulted in concentration of power and
interests in the president’s ruling circle. Moreover, the secessionist violence in Chechnya has posed a major
challenge for his regime.

In the economic realm, new Russia under Putin has pursued a path of accelerated development. The
government has concomitantly initiated economic and social development plans of various types-medium-term
plans, immediate-term plans with a national policy focus, and federal development plan. These plans would
promote both national stability and the widening of Russia’s external contacts and transaction. One important
measure of its development efforts is to expand trade and investment relations with various countries, together
with a pursuit a new economic policy focusing on the promotion of innovations and restructuring of the economy,
including tax and land reforms.

The strategy for the restoration of Russian economic prosperity as a precondition for a transition to a
free-market economy initially involved a control over oil and natural gas industries. The purpose was for the

government to directly manage sources of incomes to shore up the national economy. Indeed, with the vast



increases in oil and petrol prices in the world market, this major source of earnings has increasingly become
crucial for the revitalization of the Russian economy.

The Putin government fully realizes that a foreign policy strategy is of vital importance to success of its
national development efforts. In pursuing this strategy, it has adopted a policy of closely collaborating with the
United States in such issue-areas as anti-terrorism and energy security. Russia’s condition for this collaboration is
for the United States to respect and accept the prestige and honour of Russia, particularly with non-interference in
its internal affairs and recognition of the CIS as the Russian sphere of political influence and economic interests.

New Russia under Putin has gained a more credible image and has been widely recognized for its
growing stability and prosperity. This is a vital condition for its credibility for investment by foreign capital. Its
GNP growth in 1998-2004 is a major indicator of its enhanced economic performance. Beginning with a negative
growth rate of — 4.6 per cent in 1998, it registered impressive growth throughout the period: 5.4 per cent in 1999,

10.2 per cent in 2000, 5.7 per cent in 2001, 4.7 per cent in 2002, 7.3 per cent in 2003, and 7.4 per cent in 2004.

Decision-Making Structures and Processes in New Russia

It is generally recognized what political and administrative power in new Russia has extensively been
under Putin’s control. In the semi-presidential and semi-parliamentary system of the Russian Federation, the
president has the power to appoint the prime minister and to dissolve parliament. Moreover, he has the authority
to nominate the heads of the administrative units who will be ex officio members of the senate, and the presidents
of the courts of justice at both regional and federal levels (presidents of the regional courts are ex officio
members of the senate).

Putin has succeeded in pushing through constitutional amendments that significantly widen his authority
to an almost complete control over political and administrative affairs. Such an extensive political authority has
given rise to concern in the West about the future of the burgeoning democracy in Russia.

To further strengthen his political control, the president has appointed reliable members of his inner
circle to key positions. They are mainly his former colleagues at both local and national levels, as well as close
friends of his boyhood and youth. Two of such key persons are Dmitri Medvedev, head of the presidential office,
and German Gref, one of the president’s close aides. While such a practice provides him with crucial political and
administrative support, it has been criticized in various quarters as favoritisms towards, and concentration of

power and interests within, the president’s inner group.



The Putin government has embarked on an economic reform to create favorable conditions for
investment, especially by foreign firms. A foreign business law has specifically been developed to facilitate
foreign business operations. The law covers matters such as the setting up of foreign business offices in Russia,
investment in the stock market, creation of tax incentives to promote investment, the currency and banking
systems, ownership of premises, and other investment incentives.

In foreign affairs the president has also relied on his own people from the public and private sectors
alike. Here he has continued the policy of collaborating with the United States and the West, making necessary
adjustments to the changing situations in Europe where NATO and the European Union have been expanding
their influence ever closer to Russia itself, and trying to maintain solidarity and cooperation within the CIS. At
the same time, he has attempted to develop new partnerships with countries in Asia to counter-balance the
growing influence to the United States and the West. To ensure the restoration of Russia’s power status, the Putin
government has been making every effort to accelerate economic renovation through the development of oil and

natural gas industries as well as other natural resources.

Thai-Russian Relations: Current Status and Future Prospects

Thai-Russian relations date back to Tsarist Russia. King Chulalongkorn’s visit to Russia in July 1897
marks the beginning of its diplomatic relations with the kingdom of Siam, though formal diplomatic relationship
was established in 1905. The relationship nevertheless came to an end after the Bolshevik revolution in 1917:it

was resumed only in 1946, when Thailand sought membership of the United Nations and the Soviet Union



demanded formal diplomatic relations as a condition for its support for the membership application. The Thai
government also repealed its anti-communist act to demonstrate goodwill and friendship towards the Soviets
Union.

However, given ideological and political differences, the relationship remained distant and cool. With
growing Soviet influence in Vietnam following the end of the Vietnam War in 1975, and Soviet support for
Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia in 1978-79, tensions were again on the rise in Southeast Asia. Prime Minister
Kringsak Chamanand’s Visit to Moscow in 1979, the first ever of a Thai leader in the post-World War II period,
was an effort to come to some understanding with the Soviet Union.

Almost ten years later, General Prem Tinasulanond, Kriangsak’s successor, made another high-level visit
to the Soviet Union in an attempt to call upon the latter to exercise its influence to end the conflict in Cambodia.
The Cambodian peace accord was eventually signed in Paris in October 1991 — only two months before the
collapse of the Soviet Union.

With the emergence of new Russia, Thai-Russian relations embarked on a new, more cordial path. Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinnawatra’s visit to Russia in October 2002 may be said to mark the beginning of a new and
hopefully more productive, period in the relationship. During the visit the two sides negotiated some outstanding
issues, such as overdue payments for Russian purchases of Thai rice, and explored prospects for the expansion of
bilateral relations, especially in the areas of trade and investment.

Since the very beginning of their formal relationship, Thailand and Russia have concluded more than 20
bilateral agreements and memoranda of understanding. These cover a wide range of issues — from trade and
tourism to military logistic support.

Thailand has experienced a continuing deficit in its trade relations with Russia. The annual value of
bilateral trade during 1995-1999 was on average US $ 808 million. The value nevertheless decreased to US $ 481
million in the 1999-2002 period. And in the first quarter of 2005 Thailand already suffered a US $ 502.6 million
deficit in its trade with Russia: Thai exports amounted to only US $ 105.6 million, while the value of its imports
was US $ 608.2 million.

The value of investment by the two countries remains small. However the number of joint ventures in
Thailand has increased to more than 30 in recent years. Most of them engage in import-export trade and tourism.
On its part, Russia attaches much importance to attracting foreign investment through various measures. This

provides Thai prospective investors with an excellent opportunity to seriously explorer prospects and possibilities



for this undertaking in Russia. This is of course a tough challenge: investors will be faced with many problems,
particularly those relating to methods of payment, opening new markets, finding appropriate distribution
channels, transportation and promotional campaigns.

Cooperation in the area of science and technology represents another important potential in Thai-Russian
relations. Ideological differences largely accounted for the minimal contact in the educational and cultural fields
in the past. Contacts, if any, were restricted mostly to the science and technology area, in which Russia is one of
the world leaders. The specific fields in which Thailand hopes to expand cooperation with Russia include waste
treatment technology, solar energy, microchip, space technology, nano technology and genetic engineering,
among others.

In tourism, prospects for bilateral cooperation are promising. Both Thailand and Russia give particular
importance to tourism as a major source of earnings and other economic benefits. Thailand actually ranks first
among Southeast Asian destinations for Russian tourists, and it is second only to China in the Asia - Pacific
region. In 2004 nearly 120,000 Russian tourists visited Thailand with an estimated earning of more than 4,800
million baht for the country. Major obstacles to the effort to increase the number of Russian tourists include
Thailand’s shortage of personnel in the tourism industry with a working knowledge of Russian language and
culture, and the difficulty Thai tourism operators encounter in promoting their tourism businesses in Russia.

In conclusion, given the increasing saliency of Russia in the Asia-Pacific Thailand has embarked on a
right policy direction that is, to expand and upgrade its relations with this major world and region power, Even
though many problems and obstacles remain in pursuing this policy course, prospects are good enough for the
Thai government to realistically set the following targets:

* The Thai government now aims to raise the value of bilateral trade to US $ 1.6 billion. The focus here
is on exports. Thai exports (frozen and dehydrated food, rice, sugar , rubber, automobile and computer parts) are
in demand in Russia, while Russian goods such as metals, chemical fertilizer, energy, weapons, and military
equipment are in demand in Thailand.

* Prospects for Thai investment or participation in joint ventures in Russia and the CIS remain high
Construction of residential buildings industrial premises, mass-transit roads, electricity-generating factories, etc,
in Russia in an industry with such a prospect. Moreover, consumer goods production SMEs and service industry

(tourism and hotel business) and energy development offer opportunities for Thai investors, On the Russian side,



a possibility exists for a Thai-Russian joint investment in setting up maintenance centre for military equipment,
aircraft, etc.

» Cooperation in science and technology holds an attractive prospect for Thailand to learn from Russia in
order to enhance its competitiveness. Russia is particularly strong in physics, space technology, biotechnology,
medical and pharmaceutical products, among other important areas. The focus should be on educational
cooperation that covers support for Thai students to pursue their advanced studies in Russia and joint research
efforts with a potential for commercialization.

* Finally, in tourism, the Thai government aims to raise the annual number of Russian tourists to 200,000
by 2007. Among other measures already taken or in preparation for this purpose, Thai Airway, International

inaugurated its Bangkok Moscow flight in November 2005.



