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AN ABSTRACT

This article presents information about the Republic of Crimea,
which is a land with a beautiful landscape and a warm climate.
Being a peninsular jutting into the Black Sea makes it ideal in terms
of geo-political features to serve as a harbour for vessels trading with
countries located on the Black Sea coast. The beginning of this
article deals with the history of Crimea from the 15th Century when
it was under the domination of the Ottoman Empire and then, later,
controlled by the Russian Empire. It developed and prospered under
Russian rule, serving as a resort town for the Romanovs and Russian
millionaires. During the Russian Revolution, there were skirmishes
between the revolutionary Red Army and the White Russian Army in
the attempt to gain control of Crimea. The White Russian Army
intended to use this peninsular as its base for the war to rescue
Russia from the domination of the Red Army but it failed. During the
Second World War, Crimea came under the control of the Nazis for
some time until, near the end of the War, the Red Army of the Soviet
Union managed to win it back. Livadia Palace in Yalta was used as
the venue for a meeting of the leaders of the Allies, making the
names Yalta and Crimea famous worldwide. The main issue of the
middle part of the article deals with Crimea’s transfer by the Leaders
of the Soviet Union to an administrative unit under the control
of Ukraine. It remained in that status until the political crisis in
Ukraine in 2013, when Crimea seized the opportunity to declare its

independence from the Ukraine on March 18th, 2014, and, once
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again, to become affiliated to Russia. However, Ukraine has accused
Russia of intervening in its territory, resulting in a conflict between
the Russian Federation and the Ukraine with Ukraine being
supported by Western countries and the U.S.A. The end of the article
deals with the punishing measures that the European Union, the

U.S.A. and their allies taken against Russia and Russia’s retaliation.

Key word: Crimea, Russia in Crimea, Russia and Crimea, the role of

Russia in Crimea
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$5u1a¥ Buaald (Mpasutenscreo I0ra Pocomn) Tulasianldvi
wihduSnwnsfuiidszma seninaifounnieuiadiuiay af. 1920
nowinLaw DY Al daaldinmama 40,000 wanenaadndanses
Tnsifludnassusmmanasingndeiifiss 4,000 welddaduionlildds
3 ifiau aunsTiedouenshan (kanuran Opios) WANNBNINYNISINAL
wnmanyd 300 wienenInugdndafiesdillslavasdunuuigna
nawinem sldnowinuawmaisute shldnewinues wnsaynididadie
nang voslasdeld 5adnate nds seunaTiesutiBeey yms
Tasudly  navimuasaslnulsemsTingsduuas{iAuadasiudts
Sogononstanuaznssanand lifiudsivgaunisaluoswssauaaisin

PFUBNIEYNHIDATAINAAINTIAIWIZWING 20,000-80,000 ALS

8Bammvupa Kykopsakiaa «KpoBb Tekia kK Mopio...», SliTa («Bedeprue
BecTm», Ne108, 27 utonst 2004 r.)

9 5 afufl 2 (2557) M5 135 Fufamn




#ae 9ATEnaInilios AA. 1918-1920 lasiligindstszasng
98 720,000 Auangsiou A3 Wisl 800,000 Au Tasduzay By
400,000 AU B1IANANS 200,000 AW BT 68,000 AULATIIEDTIY
40,000 AU Tewiwd e, 1921-1923 IdiAemnAnAsTuialasidorinli
UszgnnsdumeannanLenesnni 100,000 Ay Tudwudifusmens
tszanm 75,000 AU

Tuuil 18 ganawn e, 1921 T§Tansdase 1515usUnATes
autoe “snufaalsdoalasidly anms adszsnslasdalud a.a. 1939
fidszrnaie u 1,126,000 au Twdwiuiidulsensidordy 1Be
fouaz 49.6 WWordneniferas 194 WordginTuiosay 13.7 ed
§%onay 5.8 wasdorfiwesiuiosay 4.5° ndsannldfinnadulasna
aaniiesnainlasifiosendned a.f. 1944-1946 5715aSTUNATDS
autas “spudoulsdualasdfislignUsuwasy augan s1sasgidu
loud @ (O6macts - unuma)°
sasulanafed 2

Tufuil 18 “amaw A, 1941 F29duves sasulanasedi 2
swaiuiinfuegflasdulszana 60,000 auldgndulasanaindes!?
Tuidoungranmeulifisafunawinuaduassiimaananalasifisidasin
fumunasinundiwesiulilm wianndaesesiiuiildisey ynsuda
nowimuneesiuladdald lasfvegnsldnsnpaussnasigoing

9http://swjatoslaws.narod.ru/narod.htm

103akon PCOCP ot 25 utons 1946 r. O6 ynpasnuenun Yeueno-Murymickoit
ACCP u o npeo6pazoBannn Kpsivckoit ACCP B KpbiMckyto 00macTb:
http://sevkrimrus.narod.ru/ZAKON/1945-46.htm#z

Mywww blackseanews.net/read/23279
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999133 andurmaniiitiupustlulandsldseygelinay
Taglulasidisls Asldfinnsanemvasmmmninislngdnaimile

nsuuantasifidniugnsu

mu ynslasidiends saalaniinnu smesgnanndniieana
wssnuiazinysasiiuyfouiiosannsamensi wlngiudlfusenu
andulaeenlulud afheves sasw Tuiufl 19 nuanius a.f. 1954
mlzden v avoe wamlsBeansldinisiiaeswnedfian Al
(Hukura Cepreesuu Xpymés, 1894-1971) fun nanlsisailivln
nanasnseanssaneudag dgasulddudld lasfionwindiduy
mirsnsUnasesvesyasulaslimanaindifiuilndiu eswgiatauiu
fianny “uiusmaAIBsAawas Tausssulnddaiugnsuts

12Www.grani.ru/Politics/world/Europe/Ukraine/m.ZZ6502.html

Bhttp://www.alexanderyakovlev.org/fond/issues-doc/67924

1‘lwww.istpravda.com.ua/ articles/2011/02/21/26135/
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&5 Tadadndumhemstnaseswesy @aluiuil 18 flunan we. 2514
1 “lLifileslumuwanwaeiesnazundnivgnsuriewsn.. usfiu
finlafudufsenaraduiisansyszmeegraduniens aeenns g
wauiuiinisusmsauasludsemesunalng  lunsudulidlasandd
¥ @oivyinsuazuonaniuuazusinedyle whtuAdulyuas”

Unrmsmunguinguastindsen a35 18e wulugfiuinluns
nuan s fumiemstneseswesyesuiulildmuiaiiody Taia
wlud a.a. 1954 Tl ldimaneudy Taflaldegmaldnmsuimsvesginsu

memnaudl ae. 1948 37 Tadlaldsunmsudensldidufioesziu 1515y

=i

funsesio witus 1575ass “eulonlsieny By B9 aloien

9909 wiusdgy dedladuduanududaseunsest Tealdeaniu

A Lad 5369-1 “i1eny anuzvpuiinsdy laila”1®

15http://WWW.kremhn.ru/news/20603
16[Tocranosienne BC PD, Ne5359-1 ot 07.09.1993
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Tuiudl 20 wnsan A.A. 1991 samalasidioure 15713055 “eAu
fouloAungasulddiunstifimsasszsufdiald 1o1sasall aus
u 1snsusgUnasosnusseguiasaazmnazagmaldnmanasoswes
Ui:wlﬂimﬁiﬁmuiﬂuuﬁugwwmﬁamna\ﬁ saduraulummsastszud
falel auauaNuiiuzessalasfindn “iufusaionsfiu aue
ssausgUnaspsaues “spuloulsdualasdelfidunihemstnasemile
299w 1515055 “enduulsduanslddennaswes nannsela”
Feifanld~n5 1,441,014 Audnduiosaz 81.37 2oefi noosn. by
Fonae Tnszmlasifisfovay 93.26 vaefinld nifusedumsiu aws
snsusgUnasnsaues “sruloulsdualasdelfidunihemstnasemils
P09 w5y “ruduulsAunmalddeanaswes nawm'’ anuaves
msasszrudlavild a1 sweegiAsy (Bepxosuas pama Ykpaumb)
ARUITUTUIDNYNINLIIAILANTAY 01Uz 15715UTTUNATOINULEY 9AY
feulsdualasdelfidumihonsnasowmisses sam 151555 “eAu
foulsRunlutudl 12 nuanius af. 19918 wazludn 4 Wouseunled
maud lodgorsuyn 15nsasy eudsulsdungasy a.f. 1978 Wlk
DARABNAUNYNNNYTINENTAY DU 151IUTTUNATDIAULEY SaNiles
lsGaalanfialfdunitansunasewmderns van 1579055 puduy
lo3an'®

17 TTepBbIii cOBETCKMIA TIIEGUCIIMT — BCEKpBIMCKHi pedeperym 1991 roxa.
Cnpaska. // PUA Hosoctu (20 suBapst 2011). IIpoepeno 2 anpesns 2014. http://ria.ru/
spravka/20110120/323139824.html.

183akomn 0 Boccranosiennu Kpsmvckoit ACCP, http://sevkrimrus.narod.ru/
Zakon/1991-2htm

TIpo BHecenns 3miH i nonmosuens g0 Koncrurynii (OcHOBHOTO ...)| Bix

19.06.1991 Ne 1213a-XII, http://Zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1213% D0%B0-12

9 5 afufl 2 (2557) M5 135 Fufamn




NA9AMUANAIVRINTEATIUNRANNYTEE U BURTAEDA
m3ulsn (Muxann Cepreesua [op6aués) WAMINTINNIRADBULAS
35 (I'oCynapCTBEHHBI KOMHUTET MO YPE3BBIYANHOMY IMOJIOKEHHIO)
fnlasseesesunsuffungde snundn (Tennaaniit Usanosuu SlHaes)
JxndeTudl 18-21 “wmAn AL 1991 vhlFdUY 151seneg ves

pawlsidsafiulonn Mazdhd saman | 1o13Sgueeaudsaziinli

mannldfnduidufihyszimaegralinadasinsainiguianaives
wamladen  nnsnanInugeenan eeulifiufeninuseuusans
fspnanansasnedoiau deiuluud 24 “emen aA. 1991 lsiien
J9.a 1519y seudoulsBuagiasuldsusssnguanadndienisdusy
5 9:709gA3Y  wazdRlEINI9aIz U DI99SUANNTDUSITUVD
Agranaenaluiui 1 sunau af. 1991

sewined) mA. 1992-1994 dhmsidiesy @alddmnuneneiuiiaz
wenlpsifieanainginsy  wigngasusulildnasn Tuamezifianiu
Taadefidenadiu srsasgUnasessupwgariniuinddilon flazuen
fesnangsuld uadoesnliiladusineg fdodianuniou urou
anungnuiitnaTiiesy @elddidunsduiuanansd a1 swes
wiuss5s Beldsusesnguiiniasdl 2809-1 flueusin nquiniiesn
Toe aladon 9 awes wius 1513wy nulouloden’ Fy aviull 5
AUANUS A.A. 1954 “IenansuuamalasifisniisnisUnaseswes
witus 1571903y “endeulsAees EBoldidundionsnatesans
15150s3 eudsulodsagiae du hinanungnainesausle
Uszmeld”  dronisuszmeldnguiinidenanldazilindgsssuypves
wius 1519003y “rudoulsideny By waznszuaunInenguane

20 . o
TToctanoBnenne BC Poccun «O mpaBoBO# OLEHKE pEHICHHI BBICIINX
opraHoB rocyaapctBeHHoi Bractu PCOCP no m3meHenuro craryca Kpsima, mpHHATHIX

B 1954 romy»
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Turazifoniusy ¥ defldnanafenafisusnannngufinid a.e. 1954
Ilgfinsfeufiiaudumlaenasn Snfennsvirdionnassenined B
wazeAsuluiufl 19 waedneu a.A. 1990 39 132 undsldszyinte oe
iheazlifidofinmiBashiuueu wazlunanmszesnaulssmeAriossd 5o
(Commonwealth of Independent States: CIS) IiiugluZaeiagng
Favau fadunswd lwilpmidsadesiulasdiadedddnisasansening
giasuis domueudse sfupsdsznsurnalaady

matszgyn M 9 sssnasesauealasdls duil 7 Tuud
5 wauaAN AA. 1992 A1 9 1913asFUnAsesaueelasdlisl@suIes

“apuangdtsmgnisdaznaluigd szaee 1snsasglasdiyn??

wAgN
nAALAINIIUIAYIATUAURDIINENNIITDIBINgMINEAINETY AINNI LR
“unsalvesurudenlin  ATNYA (Jleonnn Makaposny Kpapuyk)
afndszsrunbuiyasuiishsssundelugacnardendialddamedn
nemagasuldndsuniauiiazin sasuiy srsusglaadly luasmy
Wenriusy an¥ Belugwzd “unen niaes nawmlsdonf faswfonian
wppos Mlsdun ¢ auie wanlsden ae. 1954 Tunsawanlasds
dhiugwesy eduusayusey Snuseusssulidulasdslunis
sznmekenidussd sz

matszgy M 9 ssasgUnaseseueslasisluiui 6 waeniau
A.A. 1992 lalinasuseeigssuyy s1susalasduwaziilszs b

dudu3ms e aves 15713005322 wisunaginsuiuindanusssssuya

¥ 1
P=~1 o

O9YIAIULET N1 _ppsgiAIuladnfsniandgsssuyaiaaunasunis
UsgsnunBuUdlutudl 17 fueu a.A. 1995

2IAKT 0 IPOBO3TITAIITEHUH TOCYIAPCTBEHHOI CAMOCTOATENEHOCTH PectTy6imkn
Kpsim // Benomoctu Bepxosroro Cosera Kpoima, 1991-1992, Ne 5, C. 243.
22 Konctutymus Pecrry6muxu Kpsiv, mpuusTas cebMoii ceccreit BepXxoBHOTo

Cogsera Kpriva 6 mas 1992 rona, «Begomoctu BC Kpeimay, Ne 204-1, Ne 4, ¢1.228.

9 5 afufl 2 (2557) M5 135 Fufamn




daudd A 1994 iudusnsnaleasdislfindeulmluguunsiieg
nlpgnaen Wedlazld s1sassldnaulidu unleeszimad 13
an qunilswesulsunen sadensewoansiannaidesdeuy 1Byl
Uszmeadudonnumanvasnismuei “asihlpsdlondvlueg iy By2
Felgvilimananldfumaidenseunniiuauzfuimslasiislasnasn
fsulsunefl unsiuiguiagnsy lkdusmslesdegnassiuain
ssonagesuluuousineg silesnaen wifininlundndudaniseia
s WU yuandguiad @eflldwasuuleuiedisdszmalagiuly
fpunziuan laglamzegredslugaelaty defiuiedunsd Tadesw
(Anapeit Bragumuposnu Koseipes) HUSFuun3d1n19nsensaenis
FNUTZINA (A.A. 1990-1996) mnensaziazves’ Welutlamiasdislugodd
A.A. 1995-1996 vhldgwsu vlon wasuwasigsssuygoeelaaidiouay
pnianmundsdszsnunBufives 1snsasglasdflafidulszsunsus
"ofluns doanlasnaon
Woungunay a.f. 1994 55 mlasdlgldfiuflihssssuyaiu
7 p.6l. 1992 navanldFeazfinalilnadiodud szanginsu annssy AN
Aosnmasanaraildgimsuessuniouniagldmasivlasdis uaduny o
Toasanlalliie esiheldmnusuussuaddiynsuiansanti 3amudlaside
fhaiteannazi anudesmaiiud sam dafuluiui 21 Ausnou ae. 1994
m sgsuldfupnasude sasslaadly (Pecry6mika Kpeiv) 4
1s190u35UnATeeRULeelATiliy (ABtoHomHas Pecry6mika Kpbim)
uiAEmARinIUAEN s ITIYR AU lungmnenan el TINTEnIAn
FWAUNLSEENUNBURVRY 1513037

23TJomynos, Anexcanap FOpbesuy. OGIecTBEHHbIE OPraHH3aLHK PYCCKOTo
Kprima: nonutuyeckass NesTENbHOCTb, CTPATErMM B3aMMOOTHOIIEHUH C BIIACTbHIO.

Tocynapcreennoe ynpasnenne. Boimyck Ne 21. Jlekadps 2009 roza.
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“piflosannnnsan anevee nanleden vldsuiniSeuas
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% Belapddoulying @y nsafidels 388 a1 (:auBesih 14 &)
w3nelu 161 &1 (Whiugsh) wazifiauniswaniunisansiafing
sysATigiATuToany Bellaz 4,000 Suasaand iy luiud 21 wweu
A.A. 2010 Usesiundufianng m‘uﬂﬂ’i‘n (Bukrop STHYKOBHH)
wiAsgimsuldasunusNiulszswnsuiades Tadein Tudeanasse
“wanhgwiwEes Belulasdusenludn 25 T (a.e. 2017-2042)%*

Tunstszan a1 9 1snswsslaady el 2 ufl 21 gaieu
A.A. 1998 laflupsusasasssuyaaiulnians 1s1sassUnasesnuieg
lasdfloway A _sgnsuildrusessssuypdananldldyszsnunsud
donfln ArnasuusUseslutuf 23 sunan e 1998 S§ovIuyalnl
gpslasidfisld $reanulinelalivnlasdods 1935 Bedadudszzng
wlngeddesdodusgnann fadideden s1asgUnaTmuLes
ANNIFHITHYATHATDUITNINNTD seiiazUnnseenuLReLAUNT U alf
Poessrsnyddidodin nivasmanndnunn  Tnsenzededalle
WisuWanald Aldansuay ¥ Gne euivsn?d dofiegludssme
5 dausBehlimnuildluilagngatiuainnstnasesi (3Use " nsam
Poe3aUagAIU MpnsidaaunasdugUssui aRerdwasQuwg
vldnannfilailnldfazidu 2undewse’ Buiiieazlddgaan

2Uttp//www.aif ru/dontknows/file/1120207
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asstiuAsfosfumsudeiavesumenunalanndsn’d danasasii 2000
ToelugiasuiuldiAsnsudeinnuisulusmsnaszniasssnnsiige

25http:/ /www.gks.ru/bgd/free/B13_00/Isswww.exe/Stg/dk07/6-0.htm
26http://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/economic/srednyaya—zarplata—v—ukraine—v—mae—
ostalas-na-urovne-prishlogo-26062014135900
2Thttp://www.rg.1u/2014/03/31/pensii-krim-site.html
Bhttp://www.fontanka.ru/2014/07/08/019/
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2013 du fih 1srsasgUnesesaueslanfisldlinis du yu
UszsnunBuiiaes snylaisuassgonagmsumalinisiiveansniguuss
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wepnsguunsysulimzaanszuaumadneani namelal® wazisenses

Thsmlasdenszduany wiusiuginevesy @elduduuiudedu®

2Tatiana Buba. Russo-Ukrainian Relations: Sevastopol and the Black Sea Fleet. //
GWU International Affairs Review, Vol. XIX, No. 1: Spring/Summer 2010.

30 o
KpbIMCKHii TapIaMeHT pelui, 9To Ha 10 Mo iepskaTh AzapoBa u Poccuro —

EBponetickas npaBzaa, 22 Hos6ps 20

31 .
Pemenne Bepxouoro Coera AproHomuOW Pecny6mmku Kpwim ot 27

HOs10pst 2014 ronma Ne 1477-6/13 «O mOAUTHIECKON CHTYAIHI
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32htt:p://vaw.]b.ua/news/ZO13/11/2124226‘>3_ul<crajna _priostanovila_podgotovku.html
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33http://www.pravda.com.ua/rus/news/ZO14/02/17/7014143/
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waslutwfioaiu  wamglsldfuedounna (Juimaniisnuuessy
oAU _uaznemnIves’ Beuaslesidly) figausedudn 12 au s
Aewaenis nenay Bageg («Poccus ceromms») Tt uatanA
AMWDINWVDININNNGT KB

vdnedeyrnafignussiulag namalsy davfly Taduaud
annu Tod woalaon uednd sy wazuauwmwlnadszmaiaisly

o

Ui 21 Hwey A.e. 2014
1. eafln3d ABAleW (IMurpuit Kucenes) - 9094818 3u3n
Inaviad Anguoedgunay ey
2. ofiee 903U (Imurpuii Porosun) - 50euneniguus3s e
3. g nawdun (Cepreit [masbes)-MU3nwisssmBufs 1@

4. @@ awl 93¢ (Bmamguenas Cypkos) - §881U385 W 5UR
3 By

5. NAufiun dnIBeumAn (Banentuna MatBuenko) - 33574
M WS wius3gs By

6. F3wng w3AU (Cepreit Happimkum)-USe51U MEUALUTIEES
ANUSITS LB

7. 2antun3 W@ (Anexcanap Hocaros) - 5895021715
NANIRDT BUNANZLARN

8. 21a38 Aalaw (Banepuit Kymmkos) - 9094011133150

5 Bunanzian

1%G0uncil Implementing Decision 2014/145/CFSP of 21 March 2014
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9. 83 933ligA (Mrops Typuenrox)- F04UEN IRl

10. 8\de AU (Enena Musyiuna)- $n30 MEUWNUIBL3 (93N)

11. 8A818a W1883N (Muxamn Mansimes) - {ENUILAITAML
ATIUMIMITANIIaL I NR ALY

12. M&38 A3UAN (Banepuii Measeses) - U3Z51UAMIATINNT
mMadamaastsznufidiedy laila

Tuiudl 17 wwey ad. 2014 mglsulatu@ wouusliusom
R anmelatuf smane Svisfs “gafiahlan” («FOsxHbIH moTok»)
ul 28 wwgu A 2014 wawglsuldfinsiansanasesydnede
yanafignupssduiiudn 15 Ay
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annu Taed wealaan wesig giasu wazupumwlnaiiady Jszmaluiud
29 Wy A.A. 2014

1. 9fln3d AmvIA (Imurpuii Kosak) - 309118n35aus3s Hy

2. 91\8uA Jadsudn (Oner Benapenres) - {NUUIE5 WS
5 dofidnnafudsrdlandey

3. Na3d AnBa (Banepwuit I'epacumo) - JUaysnMInms 9 9
WALs3SY By Fauussdaginmsnssnyaamsdesiudseina wiussys e

4. payA BIALAEN (Oner Casenbes) - 35HUATINAITAANT
Tasudly

5. @5ing fwan (Cepreit Mensitio) - $N¥1A13631N1348109
35 lafla

6. loam 1e7R (Onbra Kopurnmn)- 8130 A %l wilussy
5 @y funudhoudns ssasglasdly

7. gaflan ¥3nlsan (Toamuna lsendsa) - 599U32674 AN
Hunusegs  wiussys 13
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8. @sing U383 (Cepreit Hepepos)-309US¥BENU AMFUNUTIEGT
ANUSIRS LB

9. 8A1% 359U (Mrops Cepryn) - #In1nU38919n509
ADNTRBININANT 0 A wAUSIFT By 3eUEIAIInng 9 0
ANUSIRS LB

10. sy 1WSLATN (Tepman Mpokomus) - fungu  “foeiu
anu A” («JIyranckoit 060poHbI»)

11. &3¢ luaze (Banepwit BéHOTOB)-%ﬁﬂIUN:‘Lj’méjN “NONTIN
nziuppnLdeald” («Apmun IOro-Boctokas)

12. 8uwsd YsAU (Amapeii [yprun) - U5257U5 “ 157150455
adien A7 (JoHenKoil pecry6ImuKy»)

13. 71 YBau (Jlennc Mymmmn) - Wn3FuUn3S501a8A5717
155uTTUSE U LR A

14. 35108 Bovalan (Cepreii Lipmnaxos) - #ieluginngs
“NB9FNTIAYITBTBUADULN 7 (Hapoxroii Mummimn Jonbaccay)

16. M35 wiSzalaw (Mrops Crpenkos) - Wmdhfidazan Midn
PNINTDIUNY AUSTFT L Be

npssasined Baldifiuanuguuseiudiaifarusuuseuly
ginunzIusen  defiadneldnainy Beindl usaululfodnislu
giasulay wisesuaznsidvdlieudesnuasnnsosAuuuas
giaau Wiufl 12 wauwanen ad. 2014 sawglsUldifinsedoynna
fignuoedudn 13 au sauemsussdunism “Tysunlusilendfie”
(MepHoMopHedTeras,) waz “Wonlade” («Deomocus) T uety
usimveslasdsfiondaning wresyintu  uennntusauisniaslinn
Uszmefilu wndBnesdns wlsesnsd sfiuinainssesiud dofla
nuanlasdfiouazdy Toila Juil 14 wguwaew ae. 2014 wawylsule

Uft smMadndaunnstszal “nsiasnsunasnuy @e- wangley:
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annu Tedd wealaan uesig giasu wazupumwlnaiiady dszmaluiud
12 wauaA A.A. 2014

1. @RS 213190 (Braaumup [lamanos) - {U51715099
MasenmeleBuuis niusdyy 1B

2. 28683 UAAY (Bnagumup [mrun) - U32514AT3815013
AYMINEIFEITUYY MEUNUTIEYT (1) wiusIss \Fe

3. Tlams o1ls% (Merp Spow) - Snnswaniin WnauaTIa
Audnifios wiusssy Badsvalasdly

4. DNAYA Iﬂ%giﬁ (Oner Kostopa) - 3n91n135#antin inenu
avaaudde wiusssy BoUszandy lalla

5. w1y Ualau A8 (Haraaws [oknowckas) - 58013
ssasglaadiy

6. s BBuu (Mrops Lllepuenko) -3nwmisumydy laila

7. 3% an Uzuzu13lon  (Bsuecnas [Tonomapés) -
WNINANUATIBIUTZITU 1WBe adeu m

8. #n13 Juvd3 (Mrops Besmep) - HunuUiIntinoamas
21 1 JASNNNARS IUBBNVBNYLATY

9. 8n13 eAaBuUn (Urops Kakuassuos) - S5UUATIINNT
nIEnIMNNaN s1sualssmsuadn A

10. 579U LA8AY (Poman Jlarun) - USEHIUAMENTINANT
mIdends s1sussUssnsualen 6

11. 8B 1UAST U1EDAY (Amekcanap Mansixun) - U32574
ARIZATINMINTLEDNAG Lipegnu

12. 9W8A B13LeW (Oner Llapés) - HUnUsH]IEIAIY
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13. 33 a Wl lafu (Bsuecnas Bondmun) - 58992110 Miln
Uszsunbun wilusdgs 1By

Twsul 12 nsngnaw A.e. 2014 snelstlffiunedoynaad
gnusedudn 11 Ay Aeanluiudl 18 nsngipu AA. 2014 suASHBNS
suwisglamudeor weres namelaldafinsamulasemslnluy Be

vdnedeypnafignussiulag namalsy davnfly Taduaud
annu Tadd wealaan wuesg giasu wazupumwlnaiiady Jszmaluiud
12 n3ngnAx A.A. 2014

1. pAn®UAsT Aszatan A (Anexcanap XonakOBckuii) -
FFUUATIININTINTNANNYADAAY 15 1TUSFUSIT 1 BUALTHER A

2. pAnTUAST AR AY (Asekcamap Kamrocckuii) - 39NUNYA-
FFUUAT FNU RN S1TSFUSTT I TUALTHYR A

3. 9anTUAT 1ASYAN (Amexcamnp Kpskos) - $38UATINAT
n3eNTIeTayaTnd 1uay e 1Aty ssassUsz U lion A

4. 390 VB (Mapar Bammpos) - UNUNTFUUAT 157190493
Uszpvugniu A

5. NBAIUARU (Bacumit Huxnrun)- SOUNEATINUGAT 15150455
Uszpvugnu A

6. AR MISYAW (Anekceii Kapsaxum)-Us61U M 8 15730435
Uszppugnu A

7. o34 §1AU (IOpuit MBakum) - 55UUATINAITATINTINAINNT
melu sssgUsTnsugn §

8. 83 Ulanfle Ad (Mrops Mndrauukwmii) - 53UUATIINNT
asznswdsenoudeiu  ssudsdstoTugnu A

9. UMY PMBABU (Hukomait Kosuusin) - UUBINNININIABLDA
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10. a&nwd don1lay (Anexceit Mosrosoit) - nilelufinues
NBIMANAND BN INNAN IUBBNVDNYLATY

11. BAATIUAT ULILAY (Asnexcanap Boponaii) - W1BNTTNUAT
Fsunatansn snsnssUeruanden A

nmsmsadnean o llsananmasnueaadestey 130uluds
777 @99 1wmidusaduwes ladfisudliesedon 1 Indssuau
5 Budaiull 17 nangian ad. 2014 leudihdszmafioanannsns
avlney Foldmanadn ¥ Beldnns Tu yunesiasiBandasdua

@ '

senanann Twiuil 26 nangnaw e, 2014 wanglsuldfiunedoynna

=

fignupsdudn 15 Au 18 99AnT waz 9 U3EMlulaawdly

Tdnedeypnafignussiulag namalsy davfly Taduaud
anunu Tond wealaon wesd gy wazupumwlnaiiudia Usznely
Fufl 26 nangAu A.A. 2014

1. fasndanalan (Muxant Opaakos) -{oums e
FNUTENAWAY UAUSIRS (Y

2. G,ay n3Bn (Hukomait [TaTpymes) - 1a215n113 MANY
TuAsuATNRY B

3. aaAntwunT lwSalAN (Anexcamnp BopTruKOB) - §ENUILATI
Tng) winenansesuis wiussss 1B

4. 37%8n y3nadn (Pawmx Hyprammes) - 389182150115 AN
ANUTUAWATRY 1B

5. 113 n39lan (Bopuc Ipesnde)- 33nan35 AANNIUAS
WwAEFS By

6. @snd Diuan (Cepreii Becena) - {Enwiansndae 5 Miun
PNINTDIUNY WAUSTFT L Be
7. fipgnda Andislenl (Muxamn Jertsapés) - 113 AEUNU

BT NAUSTYS LBy
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8. U7 AFBIN (Pamsan Kagsipos) - Use51UNBUR 157150445
\BLBY

9. aanz UAT AALBN (Anekcamap Tkaués) - §31N13WVI9
AT1 WIS

10. U138 quIaN (Tasen lybapes) - Mt nig g 3auAIamna
nIEnIMNNaIMN  5nInSaUsrTsualen A

11. 83U QU132 (Exatepuna I'yGapesa) - 35UUA331A13
ATTNTNMIANYITINA 155Ul ualen A

12. Wleans D588y (Oénop Bepésun) - UNUTINUATINNIG
nEnIMNNaIMN  5nInSaUsrrualen A

13. Ma38 Mg (Banepwuii Kaypos) - U525 1 nyssIns
93 lsnandurgLAIu

14. 35\n¢ vA304AYA (Cepreii 3appLmok) - TONHUUTINIITNNNT
155uTTUSEBUA TR A

15. 9@#dT duaidvl (Bnagumup AnTiodees) - 99UNUATTUURT
ARANUIENUIMUAIIAMIAGMINE 151TUIFUIEIUAEYR A

Tufl 30 nangnen A.e. 2014 o lsuldfineBoynnadl
anupedudn 8 AU TINSUNAINATIWANRSY By (Poceriickoro
HAIMOHATBHOrO0 KOMMEPYECKOro OaHka) NaNuI¥N “DaNB-dULAe”
(«Anmas-Anreiny) waz 18m30u “Tausalen” (lobpoter») 3k
maupedumafuazmsasmululasdfisussdy Talla fufl 31 nsngiau
AA. 2014 wannalaldvsemeusedi “suinseen”ws @e” («Coepbanka
Poccumy) SUIANSHILALY (BTB) su1A3inalusy («asmpombankay)
5UNAS T UDAIUN («BremdkoroMOaHKa») SUNANILT YA LD
(«Poccenpxosbanka») JINTINIFINY G Mas 108n (embargo) 9175
wae ~yrpsdnuazinaIndsy @y Fums ween ufmuazinaluladi

o

Ansathanld lumanmsidundss da §
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endpsfundsnuindsy Budesléiuaygneannisonavesau Saviaing
miveaunsainazmaluladlumsgaianzthiuluam ynsedndnuas
uwasthAnuAy 13

Tdnedeypnafignussiulag namalsy davfly Taduaud
anww lowd wealean wosd giesu wazuewawlnadfiady Jszme o
Ful 30 n3ngAu A.A. 2014

1. panwd nlad (Anexceit Tpomos)-38aiantn winUszs bR
wius3gy Waeud 1

2. fu iy 3N TEW (Koncranmis Manodees) - iiondna
Marshall Capital Partners, d4fiodndugldnis du yunesiasuseuen
funauluAADULN (Joubacce)

3. 9n3mid MAWDseA (Apkamnii Porentépr) - wilslugTenuna
(onmrapx) 995 1By \WoupasszswnBuf 2anffs Ufu

4. 458 AayA (FOpuit KOBanquK)-‘Iﬂﬁ\‘lImJ:ﬁﬁﬂmQ (osmuarapx)
2993 1By WouweeIzs UBUR 2a1efs 1fu

5. 913N&W (Huxonait Illamanos) -#islugiisuna (ommrapx) 7o
¥ By \WiowresszswnBUR 2anATs YRy

6. F3ing andidn (Cepreit AGucoB) - 3JHUATINMNINIENTINAANT
melu srsasgleadie

7.5 &a3N (Bopuc Jlutsunos) - U357 Al ¢ 0
1ssuTTUSE UL TR A

8. §AP N Bn3U1 (Oxcana Unrpuna)- 14sn 1571304559U58315U
anu A

gl (Councilof Europe) faustiuii 25 wausaneu a.61. 2014 1¢
wourmupmsdaRanssufiazisandny Eed ldneuaulinndsznn uaz
Tutuit 10 wweu  dfn nBnsesn, vewesdunuy Balu anglsy
sl lsusumissssunssandanseineg Tu frowes mylsy T
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mﬁﬂimmﬂaamﬁﬂmﬁmsﬁuﬂsﬂ (European Organization for
the Safety of Air Navigation-EURO CONTROL) R 2 e
a.A. 2014 Falildsimstulddslasdy wasluiud 4 wsneu Takuldla
msuluihuihaeslasde

3 8 (The Group of Eight-G8) luuil 18 Tunaw A.f. 2014 wien-
Sauuesiwoand sunan wusifaldunasaiy Bedadu anBnngad 8
g Wipeus lfszdunmamdounstsvgad 8 Nasdosdnluifounsngnaud

106 giagnlutufi 25 fiunan a.A. 2014 whenay @uu

Jodlsd (Coun)
9137 (Russian RT) paemnensy defithy usdnaduamnssngy 16
MNBNULIINGNA 8 ldneaws Bueenanmadu wnBnuss usy Befill
TatugAzenlag 7

ﬁmmslﬁam‘ﬁ”\lwﬂLLazmiW@uumm@sﬂ (European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development-EBRD) lufufl 23 nInGIAN A.A. 2014

Tasedulnsemsinditazsnfunsluy Bovianun 08

106 Mepkenb: PoccHst POLOIIKACT OCTABATHCS WICHOM «BOCEMEPKI.
B Hacrosiiiee BpeMs IpHOCTaHOBIIEHA JIHUIIb TIOATOTOBKA K IPOBEAEHUIO CAMMUTA
I'pymmsr Bocbmu B Coun, Hanomumia ona, UTAP-TACC (18 mapta 2014). [IpoBepero
18 mapra 2014. http://www.itar-tass.com/mezdunarodnaya-panorama/1056834

107N24: Poceuo nekmounmn u3 G8, Ho oHa He obuzenacs — RT, 25 Mapra
2014; http://www .russian.rt.com/inotv/2014-03-25/N24-Rossiyu-iskyuchili-iz-g8

108 Cankin ot EBPP: poccuiicKne KOMITAHUHU BBIHYKIEHbI CBOPAYNBATh

npoektsl — PBK; http://www.top.rbe.ru/economics/31/07/2014/939999.shtml.
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Toduaud anau lord wealadn wasd yinsu dauwilulng wAuIAY
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n¥gowdn lu uvesmIuseduy Buves wigowdanduld
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A.A. 2014 Tiavan 6 A% uitenszdufnusfoyenaiign wigaiusm
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\w3arnugsnavesyAnaiiisndentd luydiedouredusos nigewim
ez wannylsudndog

Tadnefoynnafignussiulay wigowidnn Usznd a fufl 17 funeu
A.fA. 2014
1. a8 a W 936 (Bmaaucmas Cypkos) - B

2WU5e51USUR
1By

ale

2. Bsng naniBeml (Cepreit Tnasbes)-MU3nNUsesunBuRs 15y

3. afin3d 3BY (Mmurpuii Porosum)- 3o4uenTauusss i@

4. MAUAWY AB8uA1 (Banentuna Matuenko) - U354
M WS wius3gs By

5. duAsd AATY  (Ammpeit Kimmmac) - Y32514033015013604
AQMINEIFEIIIYY AN wAuS  wilusTEY 1By

6. ao1fln  am A (Jleommy Coyrkmii) - U3251UATIUIENT

q
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7. B\dyun Hy8w) (Enena Musynuna)- 3030 ARUNUIIBEYT
(Qa)

8. A3 smﬂﬂ% (Bukrop SIHykoBH4)-pfnU3e51UBURELATY

9. Band daBlausw (Cepreit Akcénos)-WENTIUWAT 157150435
Tas\dly

o Y

WAUN (Bragumup Koncranturos) - U354

ﬁﬁ

10. 281A%S
mlasidly
11. 33 dn3aana (Bukrop Mensendyk)- {inngussan “any
YLATU “NINLEDNYLATU” («YKPaHHCKHIL BEIGOP»)

o o

TgdneBeynnafignusetulay wigaiudniudin Usznne a Juf 20
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funAN 2014

<

1. 8vifieds Yy (Eprennit Bymvun) - 309059574 A1 wiAus
ANUSITS LB

2. @55 A1U1SW (Bragumup Jxabapos) - 399192574
ATUNBATINUAIINNUITTINA AN wiRusTEY (B

3. unsd W3BuA (Angpeit dypeenxo) - fr8UIesIUNUR
3 3y

4. odawd nlsdwW (Anekceii Tpomos) - 399525181 110N
Usz5unBuUR wiusssy Fuaudl 1

5. #5ng 8lun (Cepreit MBanos) - wnih 1windsesnundus

6. 3an3 Bnlun (Buxrop MBanos) - {ENU8MIANLNIINATI
FRAULNL WARKAY WAWSSTY 1Y

7. 2@ifs 1adu (Bnagumnp Koxun) - (578U 5551U15U7
T @usmuanusmionenInms
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8. ¢3¢ mTagA (FOpuit Kopampuyk)-wikaluflenuna (ommrapx)
2993 1By WouweeIzs UBUR 2a7efs 1fu

9. @3nd Tlsti (Cepreii Muporos) - 3180 AFUNUTIHT
(@u) Wamhwsse Us3aanen § e «Crupasepmusas Pocensy)

10. B3wng w3yA (Cepreii Hapbimkun)-15¥57U MEUIUI )3
(Au) ®AUSIRT By

11. 35 183590 (Buxrop O3epoB) - USL5 UALATINIENNT
ausunsuazdloaiudszing  mn wiussy wiusyyy e

12. pnayn Juilldudn (Oner [anrenee) - HUNUAINDIANT
UIMuamanInu A dsean a0 wilus  wiusiys 13

13. 13Ag 3AUDIUA (Apkammit Poten6épr) - HREUNAVDY
¥ By \WiowresszswnBUR 2anAs YRy

14. 73 Audsum (Bopuc Porenbepr) - §ia1u1a2893 138
\WoupasszsWBUR 2anffs Ufiu

15. A8y %AW (Hukomaii PeokkoB) - {187 A1 WU
ANUSIRS LB

16. 8A1% 839U (Mrops Cepryn) - 3911438919050

o

nastaymMIng 9 A wils3§Y B seetunnmsnms 9 A wilsds
7 By

17. Auufd fuBun (Tennauii Tumuenko) - UngsAag Inase
ngusunalusuay Ee

18. 2aATUAS AR (Anexcarmp Totoonos)- N3N M WS
wAUsTEY 1By n3TnBMIInuiRIUSIIN MSANmATTRYaTY 13

19. 96N e1gdy (Buagumup Skynun) - U5251u553 A
salny @By fanulnddanduenualuigunad By

20. 33wnd Bawl0NA (Cepreit Kenesnsx) - 309UTTEW MEunu

NI (QAN)
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1. A &Y (Anekceii Yansiii) - Wngatad @y wleuil 23
quaius 2014 I§¥uansidendeann adszssulfidudiinisidies
7 nila

2. 8188 WAe%BW  (Muxamn Manbimes) - §81UIEANT
AATINMIMTARNTaSU sz LR lAT e

3. &% A3EAN (Banepuii Menseses) - U5 1UAMINTINANT
mIdnnIasdszruiifiesdy Inila

4. 3 o3 ANSMABN (Pycram Temupranues) - SDIUENTTUURAT
ssaglaadiy

5. B3ung BuAN (Cepreii Llekos) - 9Lz U A1 _gla3dly
IBA AN wAUS  AusIEY 1B

6. 939 Fodulsw (FOpwit Kepeoros) - NUFnMUIBNTIIUAS
srsaglaadiy

°

7. Tloes Fan (Metp 3uma) - §EnEAiamsinsANLYaaadY

Tasdly

tiydnedeyanafignusiulay wigaiudniiuiiu Uszne s Sufi 28
W¥EY A.A. 2014

1. pasA Jadsudil (Oner benasenies) - HNUUIEEUNSUG
5 dofidnnafudsralande

2. 35ind W Bafig (Cepreii Yemesos) - Y3251UN4NUTEY
597 mAaly wa «Poctex»

3. afle3d AmnA (Jmutpuit Kosak) - 509W18nguuns wiusss
3 By
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4. gAsdy y3W (Esrenmii Mypos) - K81u3as Munsnm
ANNUARANY  WAUSIRs LTY

5. eand Yplaw (Anekceii [Tymkos) - J3e5UN33NBAIA
MIfedsemA AN WS wiusSRT B

6. B3 BuBu (Mrops Ceunmn) - Uszsuusuniniiuls ews
«PocuedT»

7. 3% a lafu (Bsuecnas Bonomun) - s99%anti i
Uszsunbun wilusIgs 1By

Tofsedaynnafignussiulay wigawdniaidn Uszana a Sud 21
figuau 2014

1. 1a38 luazdn (Banepuit Bonoros) - wilsludngu “nasin
fzupeni@odls” (<Apmun FOro-Boctokay) wngnineuussiflosgnu A

2. 8119 A9AU (Mrops «Ctpenox» upkun) - %ﬁﬂiuﬂﬁ’mm
155uTTUSE U TR A

3. Al UBAW (Hennc Mymmmn) - sisluginoes 1515035
azpvuaillen A

4. s Y3iu (Arapeit Myprun) - wikslufihoes 1519035
azpvuaillen A

5.3 aw Uzuzan3low (Bsuecnas TlonoMapés) - WIBNWMALUAS
P9UseBTU HBe adeu M
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AN ABSTRACT

The measurement and assessment of students’ academic
achievements are educational components because they are a way
of checking whether, after teachers have completed the teaching
and learning process, learners have acquired the knowledge,
competency and skills stated in the teaching objectives. Teachers
will discover the students’ competency and problems through the
academic measurement and assessment process and this will lead
them to the revision process-be it revision of the curricula, subject
content or even the teaching process.

Over the course of time, Russia has had a long history of
academic measurement and assessment. Changes in the country’s
political system have resulted in changes in the role of the teacher in
different periods. In the past, some teachers had full authority;
some were made to play the role of facilitator or, owing to the
demand for equality from learners, some merely played the role of
supporter in the learning process. However, at the beginning of the
twentieth century, the form of academic measurement and
assessment began to develop by means of a scientific process
with the emphasis of the measurement outcome being presented
numerically or as a percentage so as to make it easier to assess
the outcome in line with the objectives. This allowed teachers,
once again, to assign an important role to the measurement and
assessment process. Yet, the whole procedure still largely depends
on each individual teacher because they rely more on their own
degree of satisfaction and individual judgment than on objective
criteria in the measurement and assessment process.

Key word: assessment and evaluation.
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ABSTRACT

It is possible to say that the whole modern world is the
consequences of the First World War. Those problems that a hundred
years ago pushed the world towards global slaughterhouse - largely
are not solved until now: European borders, cultural conflicts,
economic interests. To understand what is happening today - need

to understand what was the First World War.

“Results of the First World War in Russia were particularly
tragic, huge human losses, the collapse of the monarchy said the
Chairman of the State Duma of the Russian Federation and
Chairman of the Russian Historical Society Sergei Naryshkin. And
then the revolution and a bloody civil war. These events deleted the
memory of the First World War from the consciousness of its con-

temporaries, and especially their descendants.”

Russia’s role in the First World War is a complicated question.
Study of the First World War in the Soviet period was almost banned.
The museum collections just were not going to. The result is a huge

number of white spots.

The memorial to the heroes of the First World War was erected
on Poklonnaya Hill in Moscow’s Victory Park. The opening of the
monument is one of the key events devoted to the 100th anniversary
of the outbreak of World War I, which started on July 28, 1914 and
lasted until November 11, 1918. The War, which is considered one of

the deadliest conflicts in history, took about 16 million lives.
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On the eve of the First World War, Russia did everything
possible to persuade Europe to resolve the conflict peacefully and to
avoid bloodshed, which reflects the character of the state, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said, speaking at the opening ceremony of

the memorial to WWI Heroes in Moscow.

According to Putin, Russia has been advocating strong,
cordial relations between countries for ages, RIA Novosti reports.
“And this is how it was on the eve of the First World War, when
Russia went to great lengths to persuade Europe to settle the
conflict between Serbia and Austria-Hungary peacefully. But
[Europe] turned a deaf ear to Russian pleas. And it had to confront
the challenge and protect the Slavic population, shielding its citizens

from external threats,” Putin stressed.

The President added that Russia fulfilled its duty and
succeeded in withstanding the onslaught. “Russia was able to resist
the onslaught and then take the offensive. And the whole world
learnt about the legendary Brusilov Offensive. But Russia was robbed
of this victory by those, who called for a defeat of their native land,
of their army, by those who are formenting strife and struggled for

power, betraying national interests,” Putin said.

Key word: Archduke Franz Ferdinand, Serbia, Austria-Hungary,
Russia, Germany, France, Britain, Bismarck, The Triple

Alliance, Nicolas II, Franco-Russian Agreements
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100 Years since the First World War

Andrey Sedov

The Causes of World War I
June 28" in Sarajevo

We will start with the facts and work back: it may make it all
the easier to understand how World War I actually happened. The
events of July and early August 1914 are a classic case of “one thing
led to another”--otherwise known as the treaty alliance system.

The explosive that was World War I had been long in the
stockpiling and the spark was the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, in Sarajevo on 2™
June 1914. Ferdinand’s death at the hands of the Black Hand, a Serbian
nationalist secret society, set in train a series of mindlessly mechanical

events that culminated in the world’s first global war.

Austria-Hungary’s Reaction

Austria-Hungary’s reaction to the death of their heir (who was,
in any case, not greatly loved by the Emperor, Franz Josef, or his
government) was three weeks in coming. Arguing that the Serbian
government was implicated in the machinations of the Black Hand
(whether she was or not remains unclear but it appears unlikely), the
Austro-Hungarians opted to take the opportunity to stamp its authority
upon the Serbians, crushing the nationalist movement there and

cementing Austria-Hungary’s influence in the Balkans. It did so by
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issuing an ultimatum to Serbia whose demand that the assassins be
brought to justice, effectively nullified Serbia’s sovereignty. Sir Edward
Grey, the British Foreign Secretary, was moved to comment that he had
“never before seen one State address to another independent State a
document of so formidable a character.”

Austria-Hungary’s expectation was that Serbia would reject
the remarkably severe terms of the ultimatum, thereby giving her a
pretext for launching a limited war against Serbia. However, Serbia had
long Slavic ties with Russia, an altogether different proposition for Aus-
tria-Hungary. Whilst not really expecting that Russia would be drawn
into the dispute to any great extent other than through words of diplo-
matic protest, the Austro-Hungarian government sought assurances
from her ally, Germany, that she would come to her aid should the
unthinkable happen and Russia declare war on Austria-Hungary. Ger-
many readily agreed and even encouraged Austria-Hungary’s warlike

stance. Quite why, we will come back to later.

One Thing Led to Another

Thus, we have the following remarkable sequence of events
that led inexorably to the ‘Great War’--a name that had been touted
even before the onset of the conflict.

Austria-Hungary, dissatisfied with Serbia’s response to her ul-
timatum (which in the event was almost entirely placatory even though
her jibbing at a couple of minor clauses gave Austria-Hungary her

sought-after cue) declared war on Serbia on 28t July 1914.
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Russia, bound by treaty to Serbia, announced the mobilisation
of its vast army in her defence, a slow process that would take around
six weeks to complete.

Germany, allied to Austria-Hungary by treaty, viewed the Rus-
sian mobilisation as an act of war against Austria-Hungary and, after
scant warning, declared war on Russia on 18t August.

France, bound by treaty to Russia, found itself at war against
Germany and, by extension, against Austria-Hungary following the
German declaration of war on 3 August. Germany was swift to invade
neutral Belgium so as to reach Paris by the shortest possible route.

Britain, allied to France by a more loosely worded treaty which
placed a “moral obligation” upon her to defend France, declared war on
Germany on 4™ August. Her reason for entering the conflict lay in
another direction, the fact that she was obligated to defend neutral
Belgium according to the terms of a 75-year old treaty. With Germany’s
invasion of Belgium on g August and the Belgian King’s appeal to
Britain for assistance, Britain committed herself to Belgium’s defence
later that day. Like France, she was, by extension, also at war with
Austria-Hungary.

With Britain’s entry into the war, her colonies and dominions
abroad, including Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand and the Union
of South Africa, variously offered military and financial assistance. The
United States’ President Woodrow Wilson declared a U.S. policy of
absolute neutrality, an official stance that would last until 1917 when
Germany’s tactic of unrestricted submarine warfare--which seriously

threatened America’s commercial shipping (which was in any event
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almost entirely directed towards the Allies led by Britain and France)--
forced the U.S. finally to enter the war on 6 April 1917.

Japan, honouring a military agreement with Britain, declared
war on Germany on 231 August 1914. Two days later Austria-Hungary
responded by declaring war on Japan.

Italy, although allied to both Germany and Austria-Hungary,
was able to avoid entering the fray by citing a clause enabling it to
evade its obligations to both. In short, Italy was committed to defend
Germany and Austria-Hungary only in the event of a ‘defensive’ war
and Italy argued that their actions were ‘offensive’ so she declared,
instead, a policy of neutrality. The following year, in May 1915, she
finally joined the conflict by siding with the Allies against her two
former allies.

Such were the mechanics that brought the world’s major na-
tions into the war at one time or another. It is clear from the summary
above that the alliance system was as much at fault as anything else in
bringing about the scale of the conflict. What was intended as a strictly
limited war--a brief war--between accuser and accused, Austria-Hun-
gary and Serbia, rapidly escalated into something that went beyond the
expectations of even the most warlike of ministers in Berlin (and cer-
tainly Vienna, which quickly became alarmed at the spiralling events in
late July and sought German reassurances).

It is possible to delve deeply into European history in the quest
to unearth the roots of the various alliances that were at play in 1914.
However, for our purposes, it serves to date the origins of the core
alliances back to Bismarck’s celebrated intrigues, as he set about
creating a unified Germany from the loose assembly of German

confederated states in the 1860s.
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Bismarck’s Greater Germany

Bismarck, first Prime Minister of Prussia and, eventually, Chan-
cellor of the German Empire (once he had assembled it), set about the
construction of Germany through a mixture of high politics judiciously
assisted by war against Austria and France. Appointed Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister of Prussia by Kaiser Wilhelm I in 1862, Bismarck
was consumed by the desire to create a German Empire out of the
collection of smaller German states that were largely under Austria’s
influence (another German-speaking nation).

His first step was to oust Austria as the prime influence on
these German states. He achieved this by engineering a war with
Austria in 1866 over some disputed territory in the duchy of Holstein
(much against the wishes of his own Kaiser). The resulting war lasted
just seven weeks--hence its common title ‘The Seven Weeks
War’--and ended with the complete dominance of the supremely effi-
cient Prussian military. In the peace mediated by the French Emperor,
Napoleon III, Bismarck extracted from Austria not only Schleswig and
Holstein, but also Hanover, Hesse, Nassau and Frankfurt, creating the
North German Federation. Equally importantly, Bismarck successfully
displaced Austria in the spheres of influence over the many small Ger-
man states.

Having assembled a united grouping in the north Bismarck
determined to achieve the same in the south--and, thus, unite all of the
German states under the Prussian banner. But the question was how to
achieve this? Bismarck resolved that war with the French, a common

enemy, would achieve his ends.
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Firstly, he needed to engineer a credible reason for war. So, in
1870, Bismarck attempted to place a Hohenzollern prince on the throne
of Spain. Napoleon III, fearful of the prospect of theoretical war on two
fronts, because the Hohenzollern prince was a relative of Kaiser Wilhelm
I, objected. Therefore, Bismarck turned up the diplomatic heat by re-
leasing, on 14th July 1870, a doctored version of a telegram ostensibly
from the Kaiser to Bismarck himself, called the Ems Telegram. The
effect of the telegram was to simultaneously insult both France and
Prussia over their inability to resolve the dispute concerning the Span-
ish throne. Napoleon III, facing civil revolt at home over quite unrelated
matters, and upon receiving encouraging noises from his military com-
manders, responded by declaring war on Prussia five days later, on 19th
July 1870.

Once again, as was the case with Austria, the Prussian military
machine demolished the French forces. Napoleon III, who had person-
ally led his forces to defeat in the Battle of Sedan, surrendered and was
deposed in a civil war that erupted in France and resulted in the
establishment of the Third French Republic. Meanwhile, the Prussian
forces laid siege to Paris between September 1870 and January 1871,
ultimately starving the city into surrender.

The consequences of the war were numerous. Apart from the usual
territorial gains--France ceded both Alsace and Lorraine to Prussia and
was forced to pay swingeing reparations (equivalent to around $1
billion today)--the southern German states agreed to an alliance with
their northern counterparts, resulting in the creation of Bismarck’s

cherished German Empire.
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Bismarck’s Need for Alliances

Bismarck’s creation of a unified Germany was of direct rel-
evance to the outbreak of war some 43 years later, since it resulted in
the assembly of the key alliances that later came into play. Having
achieved his life’s aim, Bismarck’s expansionary plans were at an end.
He had secured what he wanted and his chief desire, now, was to
maintain its stability. So he set about building European alliances aimed
at protecting Germany from potentially threatening quarters.

He was acutely aware that the French were itching to avenge
their defeat at the earliest opportunity, indeed, the loss of Alsace and
Lorraine to Prussia was to prove to be a lasting sore. In fact, the French
plan for war in 1914, Plan XVII, was largely based around the recapture
of Alsace and Lorraine in the shortest possible time and it had disas-

frous consequences.

Britain’s Splendid Isolation

Initially, Bismarck did not fear an alliance between France and
Britain because the latter was, at that time, gripped by the self-de-
clared 1870s policy of “splendid isolation”, choosing to stay above

continental European politics.

The Three Emperors League & the Dual Alliance

In 1873, Bismarck began by negotiating the Three Emperors
League, which committed Germany, Austria-Hungary and Russia to
each other’s aid in time of war. However, it only survived until Russia’s
withdrawal five years later in 1878, leaving Bismarck with a new Dual

Alliance with Austria-Hungary in 1879.
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This latter treaty promised mutual aid in the event of an attack
by Russia, or if Russia aided another power in a war with either Ger-
many or Austria-Hungary. Should either nation be attacked by another
power, e.g. France, the other was to remain--at the very least--benevo-
lently neutral. This alliance, unlike others, endured until the outbreak of
war in 1914. It was this mutual aid commitment that Austria-Hungary
invoked when she summoned Germany to her aid against Russian

support for Serbia (who, in turn, was protected by treaty with Russia).

The Triple Alliance

Two years after Germany and Austria-Hungary concluded their
agreement, Italy was brought into the fold with the signing of the Triple
Alliance in 1881. Under the provisions of this treaty, Germany and
Austria-Hungary promised to assist Italy if she were attacked by France
and, in return, Italy was bound to give assistance to Germany or Aus-
tria-Hungary if France declared war against either. Additionally, should
any signatory find itself at war with two powers (or more), the other
two were committed to providing military assistance. Finally, should
any of the three determine to launch a ‘preventative’ war, the others
would remain neutral.

One of the chief aims of the Triple Alliance was to prevent Italy
from declaring war against Austria-Hungary with whom the Italians

were in dispute over territorial matters.

€

| 5 aUfufi 2 (2557) 100 135 155 Befnmn

o)
=




The Secret Franco-Italian Alliance

In the event, the Triple Alliance was essentially meaningless,
because Italy subsequently negotiated a secret treaty with France,
under which Italy would remain neutral should Germany attack
France--which, in the event, was what transpired.

In 1914 Italy declared that Germany’s war against France was
an ‘aggressive’ one and this entitled her to claim neutrality. A year
later, in 1915, Italy did enter the First World War, as an ally of Britain,
France and Russia.

Austria-Hungary signed an alliance with Romania in 1883,
negotiated by Germany. Although, after starting World War I as a
neutral country, Romania eventually joined in with the Allies and
Austria-Hungary’s treaty with Romania became of no actual

significance.

The Reinsurance Treaty

Although it was allowed to lapse three years after its signing,
of potentially greater importance was the so-called Reinsurance Treaty
with Russia to which Bismarck consented in 1887. This document
stated that both powers would remain neutral if either was involved in
a war with a third party (be the action offensive or defensive). However,
should that third power be France, Russia would not be obliged to
provide assistance to Germany (as was the case for Germany if Russia
found itself at war with Austria-Hungary). Bismarck’s intention was to
avoid the possibility of a war on two fronts against both France and
Russia. It was a decidedly tangled mesh of alliances and, in 1890, the

Russian Tsar, Nicholas II, allowed the Reinsurance Treaty to lapse (the
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same year the new German Kaiser, Wilhelm II, engineered the dismissal

of his veteran Chancellor, Bismarck).

Franco-Russian Agreements

The year after the Reinsurance Treaty lapsed Russia allied itself
with France. Both powers agreed to consult with each other should
either find itself at war with any other nation or if, indeed, the stability
of Europe was threatened. This rather loosely worded agreement was
solidified in 1892 with the Franco-Russian Military Convention, aimed
specifically at counteracting the potential threat posed by the Triple
Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy. In short, should France
or Russia be attacked by one of the Triple Alliance signatories--or even
should a Triple Alliance power mobilise against either (where mobilise
meant simply placing the nation on a war footing preparatory to the
declaration of hostilities), the other power would provide military

assistance.

Britain’s Emergence from Splendid Isolation

Meanwhile, Britain was waking up to the emergence of Ger-
many as a great European power and a colonial power at that. Kaiser
Wilhelm’s successor, Wilhelm II, proved far more ambitious in estab-
lishing “a place in the sun” for Germany. With the effective dismissal of
Bismarck the new Kaiser was determined to establish Germany as a
great colonial power in the Pacific and, most notably, in Africa. Encour-
aged by naval minister, Tirpitz, he embarked upon a massive shipbuild-
ing exercise intended to produce a naval fleet to equal Britain’s, which

was indisputably, by far and away, the world’s largest.
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Britain, at that time the greatest power, took note. In 1902, she
agreed a military alliance with Japan, blatantly aimed at limiting Ger-
man colonial ambitions in the east. Determined to outstrip Germany,
she also responded by commissioning the build-up of her own naval
strength. In this, she succeeded, building in a record 14 months the
enormous Dreadnought battleship, which was completed in December
1906. By the time war was declared in 1914 Germany could only mus-
ter 29 battleships against Britain’s 49.

In spite of her lack of success in the naval race, Germany’s
ambitions did manage to drag Britain into the European alliance sys-

tem and, it has been argued, brought war that much closer.

Cordial Agreements: Britain, France and Russia

Two years later Britain signed the Entente Cordiale with France.
This 1904 agreement finally resolved the numerous leftover colonial
squabbles. More significantly, however, although it did not commit
either party to the other’s military aid in time of war, it did generally
offer closer diplomatic co-operation. Three years later, in 1907, Russia
formed what became known as the Triple Entente (which lasted until
World War I) by signing the Anglo-Russian Entente with Britain.
Together, the two agreements formed a tripartite alliance that lasted
and effectively bound each to the other right up to the outbreak of
World War just seven years later.

Again, although the two Entente agreements were not militar-
ily binding in any way, they did place a “moral obligation” upon the
signatories to aid each other in time of war. It was chiefly this moral

obligation that drew Britain into the War in defence of France, although
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the British pretext was actually the terms of the largely forgotten 1839
Treaty of London that committed the British to defend Belgian neutral-
ity (discarded by the Germans as “a scrap of paper” when they asked
Britain to ignore it in 1914).

In 1912 Britain and France did, however, conclude a military
agreement, namely, the Anglo-French Naval Convention, which prom-
ised British protection of France’s coastline from German naval attack

and French defence of the Suez Canal.

Agreements Set, the Occasional Minor War

Such were the alliances between the major continental players.
There were other, smaller alliances too--such as Russia’s pledge to
protect Serbia and Britain’s agreement to defend Belgian neutrality--
and each served its part in drawing each nation into the coming
Great War.

In the interim, however, there were a number of ‘minor’ con-
flicts that helped to stir up emotions in the years immediately preced-
ing 1914, giving certain nations more stake than others in entering the
World War.

Russia’s War with Japan: Shocking Japanese Victory

Ever since Russia had declined Japan’s offer in 1903 for each
to recognise the other’s interests in Manchuria and Korea, trouble had
been looming. The Japanese launched a successful attack upon Rus-
sian warships in Korea, at Inchon, and in Port Arthur, China. This was
followed by a land invasion of both the disputed territories of Korea and
Manchuria in 1904.
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Among other set-pieces, the Japanese astonished the Western
powers by destroying the entire Russian fleet at the Battle of Tsushima
(27m—28th May 1905) with the loss of only two torpedo boats--a humili-
ating Russian defeat.

The U.S. President, Theodore Roosevelt, mediated a peace agree-
ment between Japan and Russia, which resulted in material gains for
Japan and with note being taken in Berlin of the myth of Russian
“invincibility”. The scale of Russia’s defeat in part contributed to the
attempted Russian Revolution of 1905, and the battered and shaken
Tsar, Nicholas II, was left determined to restore Russian prestige (and
not least that of the Romanov dynasty itself) and what better way to

achieve this than through military conquest?

The Balkans, 1912: Italy versus Turkey

Strife in the Balkans was nothing new. In 1912 it manifested
itself in a war between Italy and Turkey, over the latter’s African pos-
sessions. Turkey lost and was forced to hand over Libya, Rhodes and

the Dodecanese Islands to the Italians.

The Balkans, 1912 (Part II): The First Balkan War

Turkey’s troubles were not yet over. Having concluded a peace
with the Italians it found itself engulfed in war with no fewer than four
small nations, Greece, Serbia and Bulgaria--and later Montenegro,
over the possession of Balkan territories. The intervention of the larger
European powers brought about an end to this the First Balkan War of
1912-13. Again Turkey lost out, losing Crete and all of its European

possessions.
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The Balkans, 1913: The Second Balkan War

Later in 19183, conflict erupted again in the Balkans, when the
so-named “Young Turks”--Turkish army officers--denounced the earlier
peace as unfair and when Bulgaria, dissatisfied with its earlier spoils,
fought with its recent allies in the attempt to control a greater part of
Macedonia. Between May and July 1913 Bulgaria’s former allies beat
back the new aggressor and Romania captured the Bulgarian capital,
Sofia, in August. Beaten and forced to surrender on 10th August 1913,

Bulgaria also had to hand back Adrianople to Turkey.

Troubled Peace in the Balkans

In spite of the re-establishment of peace in the Balkans, noth-
ing had really been settled and tension remained high. The numerous
small nations that had found themselves under Turkish or Austro-Hun-
garian rule for many years began to stir themselves in nationalistic
fervour. Yet while these Balkan nations sought their own individual
voice and self-determination, they were, nevertheless, united in identi-
fying themselves as pan-Slavic peoples, with Russia as their chief ally.
The latter was keen to encourage this belief in the Russian people as
the Slav’s natural protectors, for apart from a genuine emotional attach-
ment, it was the means by which Russia could regain a degree of lost

prestige.
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Unsettled Empires

By 1914, trouble was not restricted to the smaller nations out-
lined above. The Austro-Hungarian Empire was directly affected by the
troubles in the Balkans and, under the ageing Emperor Franz Josef, was
patently struggling to maintain coherence among the various diametri-
cally opposed ethnic groups which fell under the Austro-Hungarian
umbrella. So it was that the assassination of Franz Ferdinand by the
Serbian nationalist secret society, the Black Hand, provided the Austro-
Hungarian government with a golden opportunity to stamp its author-
ity over the region.

Russia, an ally of the Slavs, and therefore of Serbia, had been
struggling to suppress full-scale revolution ever since the Japanese
military disaster of 1905. In 1914, though the Tsar himself was reluc-
tant, his government saw war with Austria-Hungary as an opportunity
to restore social order-which indeed it did, until repeated Russian mili-
tary setbacks, Rasputin’s intrigues at court and food shortages com-
bined to bring about the long-threatened total revolution (which, en-
couraged by Germany, brought about Russia’s withdrawal from the war
in 1917).

Then there was France. Almost immediately following her de-
feat by Prussia in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, together with
the humiliating annexation by the newly unified Germany of the coal-
rich territories of Alsace and Lorraine, the French government and
military alike became united in their thirst for revenge. To this end the
French devised a strategy for a vengeful war upon Germany, Plan XVII,
whose chief aim was the defeat of Germany and the restoration of

Alsace and Lorraine. The plan was fatally flawed, and relied to an
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untenable extent upon the “élan” which was believed to form an inte-
gral part of the French army, making it an allegedly irresistible force

that would sweep over its enemies.

Germany’s Path to War

As for Germany, she was unsettled both socially and militarily.
The 1912, the Reichstag elections had resulted in the election of no
fewer than 110 socialist deputies, making Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg’s
task in liaising between the Reichstag and the autocratic Wilhelm, not
to mention the rigidly right-wing military high command, next to im-
possible.

Bethmann Hollweg, who was increasingly despondent, came
to believe that Germany’s only hope of avoiding civil unrest sooner
rather than later lay in war: preferably a short, sharp war, although he
did not rule out a European-wide conflict if it resolved Germany’s social
and political woes. This outlook on life fuelled his decision of 6th July
1914--whilst the Austro-Hungarian government was weighing its op-
tions with regard to Serbia--to offer the former what has been com-
monly referred to as a “blank cheque”; that is, an unconditional guaran-
tee of support for Austria-Hungary no matter what she decided.

Germany’s military agitation arose in the sense that Kaiser
Wilhelm II was finding himself largely frustrated in his desire to carve
out a grand imperial role for Germany. Whilst he desired “a place in the
sun”, he found that all of the bright areas had been already snapped up
by the other colonial powers, leaving him only with a place in the
shade.
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Not that Wilhelm II was keen upon a grand war. Rather, he
failed to foresee the consequences of his military posturing and his
determination, with varying success, to construct both land and naval
forces that would be equivalent to--and better than--those of Britain
and France. However, his government and his military commanders
assuredly did anticipate what was to come. A plan to take on both
Russia and France, a war on two fronts, had long been expected and
been taken into account.

The so-called Schlieffen Plan, devised by former Army Chief of
Staff, Alfred von Schlieffen, had been carefully crafted to deal with a
war on two fronts scenario. The plan, which very nearly succeeded,
outlined a strategy to conquer France and knock her out of the war on
a ‘Western Front’, within five weeks. Already, the Germans had calcu-
lated, Russia could effectively mobilise for war on the ‘Eastern Front’
and this, they estimated, would take six weeks. It has often been
speculated upon and argued that the plan would have succeeded in
1914 but for the decision of the then--German Chief of Staff, Helmuth
von Moltke, to authorise a critical deviation from the plan stemming, it
is believed, from a lack of nerve, to slow, crucially, the path towards
Paris, with fatal consequences which ended in static trench warfare).

Still, the German plan took no real account of Britain’s entry
into the war. The German government gave no credence to the possi-
bility that Britain would ignore her own commercial interests (which
were presumably best served by staying aloof from the conflict and
maintaining her all-important commercial trading routes) and would
instead uphold her ancient treaty of obligation to restore violated

Belgian neutrality.
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British Dithering

It has also been suggested that Germany would have backed
away from war had Britain declared her intentions sooner. Believing
that Britain would stay out of the coming conflict and would limit
herself to diplomatic protests--after all, Britain was under no strict
military obligation to France--Germany and Austria-Hungary proceeded
under the belief that war would be fought solely with France and
Russia.

The British government and its Foreign Minister, Sir Edward
Grey, attempted to mediate throughout July, reserving at all times the
right to remain aloof from the dispute. It was only as the war began
that the British position ostensibly solidified into support for Belgium.
Hence, there is the oft-levelled criticism that, had Britain come out
clearly on the side of Belgium and France earlier in July, war would
have been avoided and Germany would, effectively, have instructed
Austria-Hungary to settle with Serbia, especially given the latter’s will-
ingness to co-operate with Austria-Hungary. Whether this would have
transpired given the German war machine’s determination for war is of

course unknown.

A Family Affair

The First World War has sometimes been labelled, with reason,
“a family affair”. This is derived from the reality that many of the
European monarchies--many of which fell during the war (including
those of Russia, Germany and Austria-Hungary)--were inter-related.
The British monarch, George V’s, predecessor, Edward VII, was the

German Kaiser’s uncle and, via his wife’s sister, uncle of the Russian
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Tsar as well. His niece, Alexandra, was the Tsar’s wife. Edward’s daughter,
Maud, was the Norwegian Queen and his niece, Ena, Queen of Spain.
Marie, a further niece, was to become Queen of Romania.

In spite of these familial relations--nine Kings attended Edward’s
funeral--European politics was all about power and influence,
protection and encirclement and had resulted in the tangled web of
alliances which had sprung up in the wake of the rise of the newly

united German Empire in 1871.

The July Crisis

The so-called “July Crisis” actually spans the period from the
assassination of the Austro-Hungarian heir to the throne, Archduke
Franz Ferdinand, on 28th June 1914 to the general declaration of war in
early August.

Elements within the Austro-Hungarian government had been
itching to strike at Serbia during the immediate pre-war years but had
lacked a credible excuse to do so. Nationalist pan-Slav agitation within
Serbia, which Austria-Hungary suspected was encouraged by the Serbian
government, had served only to destabilise Austro-Hungarian influence

in the Balkans.

An Excuse for War

The assassination of Franz Ferdinand provided the Austro-
Hungarian government with a ready made excuse to launch what it
believed would prove to be a limited war against the manifestly weaker
Serbians. Ferdinand’s death was, in any event, not greatly mourned

either by the government or by the Emperor himself, Franz Josef, with
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whom he had never been close and with whom he was frequently in
political disagreement.

The Austro-Hungarian Chief of Staff--and Commander-in-
Chief--was Conrad von Hotzendorf. For years he had been pressing for
‘surprise’ attacks against Austria-Hungary’s enemies, i.e. Serbia and
Italy. With the murder of Ferdinand he pressed the Foreign Minister,
Count Leopold von Berchtold, to declare a state of war with Serbia.
Both were united in requesting Franz Josef and Prime Minister Tisza to
launch an attack against Serbia without first declaring war in early July,
thus guaranteeing the element of surprise. Tisza, however, argued that
retribution against Serbia--whose implication in Ferdinand’s murder
had not then (and even today has not) been proven--should be sought
via diplomatic channels. Tisza was aware of the possibility that war
with Serbia could rapidly escalate into a general European conflict as a

consequence of the treaty system.

One Treaty after Another

Russia was bound by agreement with Serbia to protect her in
the event of attack. Furthermore, the Dual Alliance between Germany
and Austria-Hungary stated that if either found itself at war with
Russia the other would enter the fray to provide assistance. Similarly,
the Franco-Russian Military Convention of 1892 provided for French
assistance should Russia find itself at war with either Germany or
Austria-Hungary and Britain, as the result of a number of agreements,
was in effect, although not technically, bound to aid France should she

find herself at war with Germany.
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The Austro-Hungarians were inclined to believe, however, that
Russia would limit herself to diplomatic vacillations rather than go to
war with Austria-Hungary (and therefore with Germany, etc). Never-
theless, Tisza was keen to ensure that, should the unthinkable occur
and Austria-Hungary actually find herself at war with Russia, Germany

would prove ready to honour her treaty obligations.

Germany’s Blank Cheque

Germany, who to all intents and purposes appeared to be spoiling
for confrontation, offered what became known as “the blank cheque” to
Austria-Hungary on 6t July. In a diplomatic communication from the
German Kaiser, Wilhelm II, Austria-Hungary was promised uncondi-
tional support from Germany regardless of whatever action Austria-
Hungary decided to take in punishing Serbia. There is little doubt that
this note from Germany was the first clear indication that Germany was
agreeable to war with--at least--France and Russia although she hoped
to avoid war with Britain.

Much encouraged by this emphatic show of support, Austria-
Hungary issued an ultimatum to Serbia on 23 July that effectively
revoked Serbia’s national sovereignty. This ultimatum, which was
nominally intended as a means of apprehending Franz Ferdinand’s

murderers, was confidently expected to be rejected by the Serbians.

An Ultimatum to Serbia
Consequently, plans for war began to be laid in Vienna.
The Austro-Hungarian Emperor, who understood what issue of the

ultimatum inevitably meant, had to be reluctantly persuaded to approve
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its dispatch. Astonishingly however, Serbia consented to virtually all of
Austria-Hungary’s demands bar a number of minor clauses. Dissent on
these however was seized upon by Austria-Hungary as the necessary

pretext for a formal declaration of war on 2g™h July 1914.

The Month of Holidays

It was unfortunate that events took place during the month of
July--a holiday month when politicians and diplomats were away from
their desks. By the time the Austro-Hungarian ultimatum had been

issued on 23"

July--and after a cooling-off period had been allowed by
the Austro-Hungarians, who remained anxious to avoid a general
conflagration--both the French Prime Minister, Rene Viviani, and
President, Raymond Poincare, were away from France on a diplomatic
mission to Russia. In St. Petersburg, they reaffirmed their support for
the Tsar, Nicholas II, in his backing of Serbia.

Another power--Italy--was, as a signatory of the Triple Alli-
ance, supposedly bound to assist Germany and Austria-Hungary in the
event of war but had separately signed a secret alliance with France
that effectively removed her from the equation. In any event, during the
course of July, both she and Turkey gave every indication of being

unwilling to become involved.

British Disinterest?

With the dominoes starting to fall, it remained unclear what
position Britain would take. The German Kaiser was inclined to believe
that Britain would look to her interests first and foremost and remain

above the fray-after all, she had no obvious quarrel with either
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Austria-Hungary or Germany, at least not in this matter. Nevertheless,
Britain was practically committed to France’s defence and the French
went to some lengths to ingratiate themselves with the British during
July. Yet the British government was aware that, in order to enter the
war, a better reason than vague commitments to France would be
necessary in order to convince British public opinion. In the event
Britain’s guarantee to maintain Belgian neutrality--agreed at the 1839
Treaty of London--served its purpose. Although there was much
disagreement within the British political elite concerning conflict, it

was this guarantee that brought Britain into the war on 4t August.

Public Lack of Interest

The general populace was, in most cases, largely unaware of
the imminence of war until the end of the month. Enjoying the warmth
of a golden summer, Europe’s citizens turned their attention chiefly to
news of more local importance. However, with Austria-Hungary’s
ultimatum of 23 July--and her declaration of war with Serbia five days

later--the approach of war rapidly hastened. On 29

July, the day after
Serbia received Austria-Hungary’s declaration of war, the capital,

Belgrade, came under bombardment.

Mobilisation of Armies

Russia mobilised on 30th

July, the following day, as did
Austria-Hungary. The French, unwilling to begin hostilities themselves
and painfully aware that this might serve only to alienate British
sympathies, chose to withdraw their troops some 10 km all along the

German border. On 31% July, Germany demanded of Russia that she
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immediately demobilise, while requiring from France--with an answer
expected within 12 hours--a declaration of neutrality in the event of
war with Russia. Germany’s claim of self-defence was regarded dimly
by the French government, who replied that France would act in

accordance with her own interests.

Panic across Europe

The next day, with no answer received from Russia to Germany’s
ultimatum, both Germany and France ordered mobilisation on 18t
August. Stock exchanges panicked and many were closed. Later that
evening Germany formally declared war on Russia in spite of Wilhelm’s
twelfth-hour panicky decision, which was ignored by his Chief of
Staff Helmuth von Moltke, to try and abort the German invasion of
Belgium and France.

Germany delivered an ultimatum to Belgium on the evening of
ond August, requiring that she remain neutral while German troops
occupied her while en route for France. The following day the British
Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, announced to Parliament that
Britain would fight to defend Belgian neutrality if necessary. At last
Britain had openly stated her position.

The Belgian King, Albert I, declared on 31 August his rejection
of Germany’s ultimatum and the next day, 4thAugust, German troops
invaded Belgium. Britain demanded a “satisfactory” explanation from
Germany to be delivered by 11 pm (UK time) for her decision to march
into Belgian territory at Gemmerich. When it was not forthcoming at
the appointed hour, Britain completed the European line-up by

announcing her state of war with Germany.
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The Eastern Front
The Battle of Stalluponen, 1914

The first action on the Eastern Front, the Battle of Stalluponen
(in present day Lithuania), was fought by a corps of the German Eighth
Army against Russian General Rennenkampf’s First Army.

Russia’s planned invasion of East Prussia, which was a major
component of their pre-war strategy, Plan 19, was two-pronged.
Rennenkampf’s First Army, of 200,000 men, entered East Prussia from
the north while General Samsonov’s Second Army invaded from the
south. Rennenkampf’s forces marched into East Prussia on 17 th
August 1914, following cavalry probes conducted five days earlier,
on the same day that General Hermann von Francois, commander of
I Corps attached to General von Prittwitz’s Eighth Army, brought them
into action.

Launching a frontal attack, the aggressive Francois drove the
Russians back to the frontier, snapping up 3,000 prisoners in the
process. Prittwitz, who had no prior knowledge of Francois’s unauthorised
attack, believed his strategy to be dangerous in the extreme and feared
that Francois’s forces could feasibly be encircled by Rennenkampf’s
much larger force. Consequently, he ordered Francois to call off his
offensive before the latter could exploit his unexpected victory.

As Francois’s corps withdrew to Gumbinnen, Rennenkampf’s
army resumed its slow march westward into East Prussia. Francois
urged Prittwitz to launch an offensive against Rennenkampf sooner
rather than later and Prittwitz, encouraged by Francois’s initial success,
concurred, authorising a much larger attack upon the Russian First

Army three days later, on 20 August, at the Battle of Gumbinnen.
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The Battle of Gumbinnen, 1914

Signalling the first major offensive on the Eastern Front, and
following the initial action by the German Eighth Army at Stalluponen
on 17th August 1914, the Battle of Gumbinnen was initiated by the
Eighth Army’s commander General von Prittwitz, during the early hours
of 201 August. Fairly encouraged by the success of I Corps under the
impatient and aggressive General Hermann von Francois in capturing
3,000 Russian prisoners at Stalluponen before pulling his corps back to
Gumbinnen, 15 km to the west of Stalluponen (an attack launched by
Francois without prior consultation with the Eighth Army commander),
Prittwitz, encouraged by Francois, decided to press ahead with an
assault against the Russian First Army under Rennenkampf at
Gumbinnen.

Aware that General Samsonov’s Russian Second Army was
slowly winding its way northwards, Prittwitz decided to engage
Rennenkampf’s forces by advancing across a b5 km front at the first
available opportunity. The Eighth Army’s strength was estimated at
approximately 150,000 as opposed to Rennenkampf’s 200,000. After
assigning a corps to guard the Eighth Army’s rear, he dispatched three
corps plus a further division to the line south of Gumbinnen, around 40
km inside the East Prussian border.

The German offensive was hastily launched before two of his
corps were prepared. General Mackensen, whose XVII Corps was sited
in the centre, and General von Below, to the south, did not achieve a
full state of readiness until some four to eight hours after Francois had

commenced the attack in the north with I Corps at 4 am in the

o

7 5 atfufl 2 (2557) 118 135 155 Befnmn




morning of 20™ August. As for the additional division dispatched by
Prittwitz, it arrived too late to see any action whatsoever.

Although Rennenkampf’s forces defended with vigour, his right
flank crumpled during the mid-afternoon after running short of shells,
with Francois forcing a Russian 8km retreat. This encouraged Mackensen
to make an advance when his own forces were ready to attack at 8 am,
with Below following at midday. However, alerted by Francois’s earlier
attack, some effective Russian deployment of heavy artillery wreaked
havoc among Mackensen’s troops, forcing him, with Below, to
withdraw some 24 km in disorder. Francois, aware that the German
centre and right were in disarray, was similarly obliged to authorise a
retreat. In the process, the Russians managed to capture 6,000 prison-
ers during the German retreat.

Prittwitz, panicked by the effectiveness of the Russian counter-
attack and concerned that Samsonov’s advancing southern Second Army
would combine to envelop the Eighth Army -- in spite of Rennenkampf’s
apparent unwillingness to pursue his foe--ordered a general withdrawal
to the River Vistula and effectively conceded to the entire Russian
invasion of East Prussia.

Helmuth von Moltke, the German Chief of Staff in Berlin, was
furious at Prittwitz’s capitulation. Promptly recalling Prittwitz and his
deputy, von Waldersee, to Berlin--an effective dismissal -- he brought
the imperturbable Paul von Hindenburg out of retirement and gave him
command of the Eighth Army, assigning to him as his Chief of Staff the
bold, aggressive Erich Ludendorff, who had lately impressed during the

German capture of Liege.
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Fortunately for Hindenburg, the retreat to the Vistula had not
been fully executed when he arrived in the east on 23" August.
Consulting with Ludendorff and Colonel Hoffmann, Prittwitz’s deputy
chief of operations, he resolved to reverse Prittwitz’s strategy of
withdrawal, choosing instead to launch an offensive against Samsonov’s
approaching Second Army. This action resulted in possibly the greatest

triumph of the war at Tannenberg.

The Battle of Tannenberg, 1914

Perhaps the most spectacular and complete German victory of
the First World War, the encirclement and destruction of the Russian
Second Army in late August 1914, virtually ended Russia’s invasion of
East Prussia before it had really started. Russia’s incursion into German
territory was two-pronged. General Samsonov began by taking his
Second Army into the south-western comer of East Prussia whilst
General Rennenkampf advanced into its north-east with the First Army.
The two armies planned to combine to assault, Rennenkampf in a
frontal attack while Samsonov engulfed Prittwitz from the rear. Such
was the Russians’ initial plan but Rennenkampf brought about a
modification following a scrappy victory against Eighth Army at the
Battle of Gumbinnen, after which he paused to reconsolidate his forces.

Prittwitz, shaken by the action at Gumbinnen and fearful of
encirclement, ordered a retreat to the River Vistula. Upon receipt of
this news Helmuth von Moltke, the German Army Chief of Staff,
recalled Prittwitz and his deputy von Waldersee to Berlin--an effective
dismissal--and installed as their replacement the markedly more

aggressive combination of Paul von Hindenburg--brought out of
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retirement at the age of 66--and Erich Ludendorff as his Chief of Staff,
who had earlier distinguished himself at Liege.

Upon his arrival in East Prussia on 23 August Hindenburg
immediately reversed Prittwitz’s decision to withdraw, choosing
instead to authorise a plan of action prepared by Colonel Maximilian
Hoffmann, Prittwitz’s deputy chief of operations. While Hindenburg and
Ludendorff received much credit for the subsequent action at Tannenberg,
the actual plan of attack was devised in detail by Hoffmann.

Hoffmann proposed a ploy whereby cavalry troops would be
employed as a screen at Vistula, the intention being to confuse
Rennenkampf who, he knew, had a deep personal vendetta with
Samsonov (who had complained of Rennenkampf’s conduct at the Battle
of Mukden in 1905) and so would be disinclined to come to his aid if he
had a justifiable reason not to.

General Hermann von Francois’s I Corps was transported by
rail to the far southwest to meet the left wing of Samsonov’s Second
Army. Hindenburg’s remaining two corps, under Mackensen and
Below, were to await orders to move south on foot so as to confront
Samsonov’s opposite right wing. Finally, a fourth corps was ordered to
remain at Vistula to meet Samsonov as his army moved north. The trap
was set.

Samsonov, meanwhile, bedevilled by supply and communications
problems, was entirely unaware that Rennenkampf had chosen to pause
and lick his wounds at Gumbinnen and had instead assumed that his
forces were continuing their movement south-west. Samsonov was
similarly unaware of Hoffmann’s plan or of its execution. Assured that

his Second Army was en route to pursue and destroy the supposedly
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retreating Eighth Army (supported by the overall commander, Yakov
Zhilinski, who was subsequently dismissed for his part in the following
debacle), he continued to direct his army of twelve divisions, three
corps, in a north-westerly direction towards the Vistula. The remaining
VI Corps he directed north towards his original objective, Seeburg-
Rastenburg.

On 22M August the bulk of Samsonov’s forces reached the
extremity of the German line, fighting (and winning) small actions as it
continued to advance into the German trap of encirclement.
Ludendorff issued the order to General Francois to initiate the attack
on Samsonov’s left wing at Usdau on 25t August. Remarkably, Francois
ignored what was clearly a direct order, choosing instead to wait until
his artillery support was in readiness on 27" August. Ludendorff,
along with Hoffmann, travelled to see Francois and to repeat the order.
Reluctantly, Francois agreed to commence the attack but complained
of a lack of shells.

Whilst returning from their meeting with Francois, Hoffmann
was passed two unciphered intelligence intercepts that had been
transmitted by Rennenkampf and Samsonov, respectively. Their
contents were explosive. The first, sent by Rennenkampf, revealed the
distance between his and Samsonov’s armies. It further detailed his
First Army’s imminent marching plans and these were not towards
Samsonov’s Second Army. The import of the message was clear: the
Germans need not fear intervention from the Russian First Army during
their assault upon Samsonov’s forces.

The second intercepted message, from Samsonov, was

similarly remarkable. Having engaged, unsuccessfully, the heavily
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entrenched German XX Corps on the previous day, 24™ August, at the
Battle of Orlau-Frankenau, Samsonov had noted what he took to be a
general German withdrawal to Tannenberg and beyond. Consequently,
his message provided detailed plans for his intended route in pursuit of
the German forces.

With both messages in hand, Hoffmann promptly hurried after
Ludendorff and Hindenburg and handed them the intercepts. While
Ludendorff was sceptical as to their authenticity, Hindenburg, having
heard Hoffmann tell of the personal quarrel between Rennenkampf
and Samsonov, was inclined to alter the German Eighth Army’s plans
accordingly. It was argued by Hindenburg and Hoffmann that Francois
could, after all, await the arrival of sufficient artillery supplies before
beginning his attack at Usdau, which, in the event, came two days
later, on 27 August. Ludendorff, keen to assert his authority over
Francois, insisted that the attack begin as originally scheduled.

Francois had no intention of attacking without artillery
support. Buying time he fell to bickering with Ludendorff and, as he
had intended, began his attack with I Corps on 27t August and rapidly
enjoyed marked success. Rapidly taking Soldau on the Russian border
and so cutting communication with Samsonov’s centre, his forces
confined Samsonov’s left flank to the frontier.

In spite of his success, Francois enjoyed the trust of neither
Hindenburg nor, particularly, Ludendorff ever again, especially once
they had both moved to Berlin to take over the direction and conduct
of the war. At this stage Ludendorff, fearful that Rennenkampf’s forces
might yet suddenly join the fray, instructed Francois to move back

north in another order ignored by Francois, who chose instead to
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take his corps east so as to prevent Samsonov’s centre from retreating
over the border. Although directly contrary to Ludendorff’s clear order,
his bold action contributed to the sweeping success that followed.

Helmuth von Moltke, the German Army Chief of Staff in Berlin,
was similarly nervous of the German Army’s prospects in the east. He
astonished Ludendorff by telephoning him with the news that he was
dispatching a cavalry division and three corps from the west to bolster
the Eastern Front. Aware that the troops could be ill-afforded by the
weakened German attack that was marching on Paris, following the
precisely calculated directions of the Schlieffen Plan, Ludendorff
protested that such reinforcements were unnecessary. Nevertheless they
were sent.

Having decided on 25t August, the day he was passed the
Russian radio intercepts, that Rennenkampf’s forces were unlikely to
attempt to join Samsonov, Ludendorff sent the two corps stationed at
Gumbinnen south into action against Samsonov’s VI Corps, which was
moving northwards at Bischofsburg. Surprised and disorganised, both
divisions retreated separately for the Russian border.

Ignoring the warnings of a massed German advance moving
south, Zhilinksi directed Rennenkampf’s First Army west to Konigsberg
on 26% August, a considerable distance from Samsonov. Given the
degree of personal enmity between Rennenkampf and Samsonov, who
had physically come to blow on at least one occasion, the former had
no particular inclination to come to Samsonov’s assistance. Disastrously
for Samsonov, Hoffmann and Ludendorff intercepted Zhilinksi’s
unciphered order to Rennenkampf. He promptly dispatched Below

from Bischofsburg to rejoin the German centre and sent Mackensen
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south to meet up with General Francois, where they joined forces at
Willenberg, south of Bischofsburg, on 29 August. Samsonov was by
now surrounded.

At last, on 28th August, Samsonov finally became aware of his
peril. Critically short of supplies, with his communications system in
tatters, his forces dispersed and VI corps already having been defeated,
he ordered a general withdrawal on the evening of 28t August. It was
too late for Samsonov’s forces as they scattered, many throwing down
their weapons and running, directly into the path of the encircling
German forces. Relief from the Russian border in the form of counter-
attacks was weak and insufficient.

95,000 Russians troops were captured in the action. An
estimated 30,000 were killed or wounded and of the original 150,000,
only around 10,000 of Samsonov’s men escaped. The Germans suffered
fewer than 20,000 casualties and, in addition to prisoners, they
captured over 500 guns. Sixty trains were required to transport the
captured equipment to Germany.

Unable to face reporting the scale of the disaster to the Tsar,
Nicholas II, Samsonov, lost in the surrounding forests with his aides,
shot himself. His body was subsequently found by a German search
party and accorded a military burial. Hindenburg and Ludendorff were
feted as heroes at home in Germany. Such was the lustre of the victory
that combined with later albeit lesser successes at the First and Second
Battles of the Masurian Lakes, it led to Hindenburg later replacing
Erich von Falkenhayn as German Chief of Staff, bringing with him to

Berlin with Ludendorff as his quartermaster general.
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It was a great propaganda victory and the scale of the Russian
defeat shocked Russia’s allies, who wondered whether it signalled the
defeat of the Russian army. Such was not the case, as was demon-
strated by the lesser scale of the German victories at the Masurian
Lakes. As always, the sheer weight of the Russian army ensured its
survival. Even so, no Russian army penetrated German territory again
until the close of the Second World War in 1945.

The First Battle of the Masurian Lakes, 1914

Conducted between 9™-14™ September 1914, the First Battle
of the Masurian Lakes (the second was in February 1915) was the
second victory of the war over the Russian army by the Germans, the
first having occurred at Tannenberg in late August.

Having successfully dealt with the Russian Second Army, com-
manded by Samsonov, at Tannenberg, Paul von Hindenburg’s Eighth
Army, which consisted of 21 divisions, 18 of infantry, 3 of cavalry,
turned its attention to the Russian First Army, commanded by
Rennenkampf. These two armies had been deployed as two arms of a
pincer movement intended to obliterate Hindenburg’s forces in East
Prussia. With one arm of the pincer broken, Hindenburg determined to
neutralise the other in short order.

Hindenburg planned to encircle Rennenkampf by breaking
through the weak flank of the latter’s southern corps which had been
belatedly moved south to support the Second Army at Tannenberg and
which had become dangerously separated from the main body (which
had remained passive during the earlier battle) in the west.

Rennenkampf’s army was moving through the Insterburg Gap between
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Konigsberg and the Masurian Lakes, however, upon receiving news of
the Second Army’s defeat, Rennenkampf ordered his forces to retreat to
a stronger position extending from the Baltic south-east to Angerburg.
The preliminary German attack began on 7t September, lasting two
days and launched from either side of the southern lakes. Its aim was
to push the Russians up towards the coast. Heavily outnumbered
3-to-1, the Russian forces dispersed and the German advance
continued northwards in pursuit of the main body of the Russian army.

Rennenkampf, who feared being outflanked, authorised another
orderly withdrawal on oth September, simultaneously ordering a counter-
attack on the Germans by two divisions so as to hold up the German
advance whilst his men pulled back. Rennenkampf was successful and
with the retreat of his forces, East Prussia had been cleared of all
Russian troops by 13t September. However, Russian casualties during
the battle were high: 125,000 compared to the German figure of, at
most, 40,000, even though the Germans could ill-afford such high losses
in the east. Yakov Zhilinski, the army group commander responsible for
the Russian plan of invasion, was dismissed as a consequence of the
Russian army’s perceived poor performance.

The action resulted in two defeats of the Russian army and
largely removed any threat to the German forces stationed in East
Prussia, although a Russian counter-attack between 25t ogth
September (the Battle of the Niemen) forced a German retreat back to
the border and resulted in the Russian army retaking much of the
ground lost in the First Masurian battle.

As a consequence of Tannenberg and the Masurian Lakes,

although the former battle was a much clearer cut victory than the
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second, Hindenburg was hailed as a hero in Germany, subsequently
succeeding Falkenhayn as Chief of the German Staff in the late summer
of 1916.

In spite of Hindenburg’s fame at home, his Chief of Staff, Erich
Ludendorff, was the chief architect of these, and future, Hindenburg
victories. He followed Hindenburg to Berlin as his quartermaster

general upon Hindenburg’s promotion to Army Chief of Staff.

The Battle of Bolimov, 1915

An inconclusive battle between the German Ninth Army and
the Russian Second Army, the Battle of Bolimov, launched on 315
January 1915, formed part of the third German attack directed against
Warsaw and was a necessary preliminary to the Second Battle of the
Masurian Lakes.

The attack was centred around the town of Bolimov in the
plains to the west of Warsaw. The German force was led by August von
Mackensen and the Russians by Smirnov. Today the Battle of Bolimov
is chiefly remembered as the site of the German army’s first extensive
use of poisoned gas. Experimental in nature, the firing of several
thousand gas shells proved entirely unsuccessful. Not only was the
xylyl bromide (a tear gas) blown back towards the German lines, it also
failed to vaporise in the freezing temperatures, falling harmlessly to the
ground. Because of the gas failure, the German attack was called off as
a failure. The Russians, in turn, launched a number of heavy frontal
counter-attacks by some 11 divisions (led by Vasily Gurko) and suffered
40,000 casualties whilst achieving little with the German artillery

repulsing the Russian attacks with ease. Although the Russians were
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aware that the Germans had attempted an innovation in their use of
poisoned gas, its failure was such that it was not greatly remarked
upon at the time, and consequently was not widely reported to Russia’s
Allies in the West.

Poisoned gas was to make its next appearance on the better-
suited Western Front, with much greater success, during the Second
Battle of Ypres in April 1915.

The Second Battle of the Masurian Lakes, 1915

Also known as the Winter Battle of the Masurian Lakes
because it opened during a severe blizzard the Second Battle of
the Masurian Lakes formed part of Paul von Hindenburg’s plan for a
two-pronged decisive push against Russia by the Austro-Germans, the
aim of which was to force Russia’s defeat and so bring about an end to
hostilities on the Eastern Front. Specifically, Hindenburg intended to
outflank the Russian positions in central Poland and push them back
beyond the Vistula River.

Hindenburg’s plan called for the deployment of two armies
in East Prussia--the Eighth and Tenth--against the Russia Tenth Army
commanded by General Sievers. Siever’s army consisted of four corps,
positioned north of the Masurian Lakes. This was the northern prong of
Hindenburg’s push against the Russians and the Germans were to
advance north and south of the fortified Angerapp Line running through
the Masurian Lakes. The plan was sanctioned by German Chief of Staff
Erich Falkenhayn in spite of his reluctance to commit resources in the
east because he firmly believed that the war would be won in the West.

Falkenhayn agreed to the offensive after deciding that it would create a
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favourable impression with potential allies in the Balkans if large-scale
action were taken against Russia.

Begun in the face of a heavy snowstorm on 70 February 1915,
Below’s German Eighth Army launched a surprise attack against the
Russian army’s southern wing, advancing almost 70 miles within a
week. Falling back, the Russians were attacked, on gth February from
the north, this time against their right flank, by the German Tenth
Army, a newly created army sent to the east and consisting of eight
divisions. Threatened with encirclement, some effective resistance by
Sievers” XX Corps (under Bulgakov) in the Forest of Augustow held up
the German advance until they finally surrendered on 215 February.
Their continued resistance had however enabled the remaining three
corps to escape but the remnants of the Russian Tenth Army were in
disorderly retreat by 141 February.

The Russians suffered 56,000 casualties during the engagement
but, once again, German losses were relatively small. Hindenburg’s
forces captured huge numbers of Russian prisoners, claimed by
Ludendorff, Hindenburg’s Chief of Staff, to number as many as 100,000.
Any further German progress eastwards was ended after an attack
from the Russian Twelfth Army, under Wenzel von Plehve, on 20nd
February directed against the German right flank. German attacks
further south, under von Linsingen, were far less productive than at the
Masurian Lakes. An attack there by the Austro-German South Army
through the Carpathians in February and March 1915 was quickly halted

and repulsed.
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The Battle of Lake Naroch, 1916

Under pressure from the Germans at Verdun in early 1916, the
French Commander-in-Chief, Joseph Joffre, pressed his allies to launch
offensives of their own to draw forces away from Verdun wherever
possible and to place Central Powers forces under increased pressure
(a policy agreed during the Chantilly Conference of December 1915).
Britain responded, belatedly, with the Battle of the Somme in July; the
Italians with another Isonzo battle; and Russia, under Chief of Staff
Alexeev, responded with an offensive drive in the Vilna-Naroch area
(Lithuania today).

With 1.5 million Russian forces facing just 1 million combined
Germans and Austro-Hungarians the Russian prospects appeared
good. So, Alexeev chose to launch the offensive in the north where
the numerical disparity was at its greatest. He instructed General
Kuropatkin’s Northern Army Group to attack from the northeast
towards Vilnius. The focus of the attack was to be from the east of the
city and led by General Smirnov’s Second Army (part of Evert’s
Western Army Group) consisting of 350,000 men and 1,000 guns, against
which were ranged just the 75,000 men and 400 guns of Eichhorn’s
German Tenth Army.

Preceded by a wildly inaccurate two-day artillery bombardment,
the heaviest to date on the Eastern Front, the Battle of Lake Naroch

was launched on 18th

March 1916 using out of date breakthrough
tactics. The infantry assault that was unleashed following the artillery
bombardment became rapidly bogged down in the mud created by
developing spring thaw. Ill-prepared and lacking any effective supply

system the attack was a notable failure with the Russian forces being
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bunched up during the attack and consequently becoming ready-made
targets for machine gun fire. The Germans lost 20,000 men during the
battle but the Russian losses were significantly higher, at 70,000 at
Lake Naroch with another 30,000 further north. Subsequent follow-up
attacks on 19" and 215" March proved similarly unsuccessful. Mean-
while Kuropatkin’s advance from Riga, begun on 215" March, was beaten
back within a day with the loss of 10,000 men. A minor success was
achieved however by General Baluyev’s Second Army, which advanced
a few kilometres along the shores of Lake Naroch while under the
cover of fog.

Artillery attacks continued into April but German counter-
attacks succeeded in recovering what little ground the Russians had
succeeded in capturing. The attack had not made the Germans divert
resources from Verdun and in this respect alone it was, therefore, a
notable failure.

Shortly after the Lake Naroch debacle the Russians heeded
another call for help, this time from the Italians. The Russian response
on this occasion was markedly more effective and took the form of the

Brusilov Offensive.

The Battle of Lutsk, 1916

The Battle of Lutsk of 4™ - 6™ June 1916 heralded the launch
of the Russian Brusilov Offensive and started the remarkable run of
sweeping successes enjoyed by Russian Commander, Alexei Brusilov,
until the Offensive eventually ran out of steam. Lutsk had earlier
suffered the attentions of the abortive Austro-Hungarian ‘Black-Yellow’
offensive in 1915. It had subsequently been heavily fortified as a

reserve position by the Austro-Hungarians.
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The little-respected commander of the Austro-Hungarian
Fourth Army, Archduke Josef Ferdinand, was complacent in his firm
belief in the impregnability of his line’s defences. Furthermore, with the
advantage of 200,000 men set against the Russians’ 150,000, he was
confident of his numerical supremacy. So, General Kaledin’s success in
smashing through the Austro-Hungarian lines on 4t June, and in
clearing the hills overlooking Lutsk of its defenders on i proved a
shattering wake-up call for Josef.

With the pounding of Russian artillery creating more than
fifty breaches in its barbed wire defences, the Lutsk defenders fled in
wholesale panic. However, the extensive use of barbed wire around
Austro-Hungarian fortified positions meant that many were unable to
escape and were consequently taken prisoner by the Russians.
Virtually decimating his army Josef suffered the loss of 130,000 men
in just two days. The scale of the setback subsequently broke his
career with Austria-Hungary’s dominant ally, Germany, requiring Josef’s
dismissal.

Nor was Josef’s Fourth Army alone. The Austro-Hungarian
Seventh Army was similarly deeply affected as the Russian steamroller
continued its inexorable advance. The initial success of the Brusilov
Offensive almost succeeded in knocking Austria-Hungary out of the
war. The Austro-Hungarians lost a staggering 1.5 million men (includ-
ing 400,000 taken prisoner) and ceded some 25,000 square kilometres
of ground during the campaign. Furthermore with the launch of the
Brusilov Offensive any hopes the Austrians harboured of bringing about
victory in the east were extinguished. Austrian attacks in Italy ceased

and Romania finally entered the war on the side of the Allies.
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Conclusion

Over the next two years, the Russian army mounted several
offensives on the Eastern Front but were unable to break through the
German lines. Defeat on the battlefield fed the growing discontent
among the bulk of Russia’s population, especially the poverty-stricken
workers and peasants, and its hostility towards the imperial regime.
This discontent culminated in the Russian Revolution of 1917,
spearheaded by Vladimir Lenin and the Bolsheviks. One of Lenin’s first
actions as leader was to call a halt to Russian participation in World
War I and Russia concluded an armistice with the Central Powers in
early December 1917, freeing German troops to face the other Allies on
the Western Front.

The Second Battle of the Marne turned the tide of war
decisively towards the Allies, who were able to regain much of France
and Belgium in the months that followed. By the autumn of 1918, the
Central Powers were unravelling on all fronts. In spite of the Turkish
victory at Gallipoli, later defeats by invading forces and an Arab revolt
combined to destroy the Ottoman economy and devastate its lands.
The Turks signed a treaty with the Allies in late October 1918.
Austria-Hungary, dissolving from within due to growing nationalist
movements among its diverse population, agreed to an armistice on
November 4™ Facing dwindling resources on the battlefield, discontent
on the home front and the surrender of its allies, Germany was finally
forced to seek an armistice on November 11th, 1918, thus ending
World War L
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The four years of the Great War, as it was then known,
saw unprecedented levels of carnage and destruction, thanks to the
grueling trench warfare and the introduction of modern weaponry such
as machine guns, tanks and chemical weapons. By the time World War
I ended with the defeat of the Central Powers in November 1918,
more than 9 million soldiers had been killed and 21 million wounded.
Civilian casualties caused indirectly by the war numbered close to 10
million. The two nations most affected were Germany and France, each
of which sent some 80 percent of their male populations between the
ages of 15 and 49 into battle. The war also marked the fall of four
imperial dynasties -- Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia and Turkey.

At the peace conference in Paris in 1919, the Allied leaders
stated their desire to build a post-war world that would safeguard itself
against future conflicts on such a devastating scale. The Versailles
Treaty, signed on 28 June, 1919, did not achieve this objective. Saddled
with war guilt and heavy reparations and denied entrance into the
League of Nations, Germany felt that she had been tricked into signing
the Treaty, having believed that any peace would be a “peace without
victory” as stated by Wilson in his famous Fourteen Points speech of
January 1918. As the years passed, hatred of the Versailles Treaty and
its authors settled into a smouldering resentment in Germany that

would, two decades later, be one of the causes of World War II.
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